
Quote/Unquote

"Now the time has come when society should start
accepting disabled women. There are many disabled
women who are capable and intelligent but are rejected
by society. Why? And just because a woman is disabled,
she cannot get married because the man’s parents refuse
to accept her as their daughter-in-law. The preposterous
reason is that they adhere to the old tradition and give
priority to what society would say rather than to their
son’s feelings about the woman." (Nafisa,
http://www.independentliving.org/docs2/daa6.pdf)

“ … a woman with a disability is unmarriageable because
she is in a deformed body that society has taught her to
hate. Furthermore, she draws no male attention, the way
an “ordinary girl” would. These preconceptions reflect
the current situation in Lebanon where people with dis-
abilities have yet to be fully integrated into society;
women, in particular, have been mostly kept in their
homes by over-protective parents or relatives. Hence,
having minimal chances of gaining contact with the
world outside their home and minimal chances of getting
married, women with disabilities are seen as sheltered
and isolated women, surrendering their virginity at the
first sign of male attention. Being already constructed as
unmarriageable in a context that holds high disregard
and minimal opportunities of integration for people with
disabilities, women with disabilities are seen as having
nothing to lose by consenting to sex outside marriage.
Consent to sex is the only way to get male attention and
affection … In the case of women with disability, con-
ceptions of consensual sex and rape are tied not only to
the woman’s individual desires for affection, but more
broadly to society’s disregard for people with disabilities.
When she consents, she is believed to have done so
because she has internalized society’s disregard for her as
a disabled woman. While these conceptions reflect a crit-
ical view of social relations at the intersection of dis/abil-
ity and gender, they nonetheless reinforce oppressive
social relations that define women’s worth through their
status as un/marriageable. In addition to rendering invisi-
ble a woman’s personal desires in consenting to sex, con-
ceptions of disabled women’s sexuality have the potential
of undermining women’s disclosures of rape. While it
may be true that some women with disabilities have
learned to exchange sex for affection, what I find more
interesting is that this belief in disabled women’s need for
affection is used to cast doubts on the credibility of dis-

abled women who disclose incidents of rape. In short, a
disabled woman’s credibility is undermined by virtue of
her social location that has constructed her a priori as
unmarriageable, and hence as unrapeable.” (Samantha
Wehbi, Women’s Studies International Forum, Vol. 25,
No. 3, pp. 295-296) 

"My main objective is to be an effectively contributing
member of the community at large and thus contribute
to the development of my country. The problem is the
negative attitude in society towards the active participa-
tion of disabled people in community development. I
have to counter the belief that a disabled person is an
object of pity who always needs assistance from some-
body else. This problem is compounded by the fact that I
am a woman. Being a disabled woman is a double disad-
vantage in my community." (Gloria, http://www.indepen-
dentliving.org/docs2/daa6.pdf)

“I had polio when I was very young. My parents were told
that I would never be able to walk normally again. My
mother struggled so that I could have as many surgical
operations as possible, but she never let me go to school.
In the institutions where I was staying, all the other girls
were going to school except me. My mother said it was
not important for me to learn. I am now 26 years old, and
totally illiterate. I learned to sew, and I have been work-
ing in sewing factories for ten years. My mother and
father do not work, and my brother is unemployed. My
father gave him his shop, to start his own business, but
somehow he managed to lose everything. He only comes
home to ask for money, which he spends on alcohol, and
other things. Despite all this, my parents love and respect
him and dare not confront him. I, on the other hand, am
not allowed to go out except to go to work. They have
forbidden me to participate in a summer camp for dis-
abled people. They even stopped me from marrying a
man that I was in love with. They said that even if I
eloped, they’d find me and kill me. They could do that! I
got scared and left the man I was involved with. My par-
ents say that I am disabled and cannot marry. But that is
not true. They do not want me to leave home because
my salary is their only income. Sometimes I wonder why
they can’t love me the same way they love my brother.
After all, he only brings them trouble. I am the one who
looks after them. (Zeinab, Gender and Disability:
Women’s experiences in the Middle East, p.22)  
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Afghanistan's First Female Governor
Habiba Sarobi is Afghanistan's first female governor, a
major advance in a society where, only four years ago
under the Taliban, women were denied everything from
lessons to lipstick and forced to wear the all-covering
burka. 

It is not a job for the faint hearted. Afghan governors
are stereotypically gruff, bearded men with a penchant
for fighting, sweet tea and smoke-filled-room politics.
Ms. Sarobi, a mild-mannered mother, comes to work
with a suitcase and her secretary. 

Formerly the Minister for Women's Affairs, she said she
had turned down an ambassadorial job to demand the
governor's post from President Hamid Karzai. "He was
surprised," she said. "His first question was, 'Do you think
the people will accept you?' I said, 'Definitely, yes'." (...)

Nobody expects an overnight revolution. The obscuran-
tist edicts of the Taliban are an unhappy memory:
Afghan women can vote, work and go to school; a
quarter of all seats in next September's parliamentary
vote are reserved for women; in Kabul, increasing num-
bers are shedding their burkas. But civil rights do not
necessarily mean human rights. Despite billions of dol-
lars in aid, health and education facilities remain dire.
For example, giving birth in Badakhshan province claims
the life of one in every 15 mothers. This is the highest
maternal mortality rate in the world. In the deeply con-
servative south, most women spend their lives hemmed
in by high walls and overprotective men. Forced mar-
riages and domestic violence are rife across the country.
Last week a woman in Badakhshan was stoned to
death for adultery, the second such killing since the
Taliban's overthrow in 2001. (...) 

Ms. Sarobi recently toured Europe to rally sympathetic
ears and deep pockets to her cause. She needs much of
both. But she will also benefit from the considerable
political capital invested by President Karzai. Even the
former governor, Muhammad Rahim Aliyaar, has lent
his support, at least for now. "It's too early to judge
whether a woman can succeed. That will take six
months or a year," he said. "But I believe that most
people are behind her, and so am I."

http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,1470
090,00.html

From Kuwait 

The Struggle for Women’s Suffrage
(...) Although Kuwait has ratified the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), the government made reservations to both
treaties noting that they are inconsistent with Article 1
of its voting law, which denies women’s suffrage. In
March 2000, the United Nations Human Rights
Committee urged the Kuwaiti Government to “take all
the necessary steps to ensure to women the right to
vote and to be elected on an equal footing with men,
in accordance with Articles 25 and 26 of the Covenant.

The suffrage movement in Kuwait has a long history.
In 1971, following a conference on women’s issues in
Kuwait, a bill was submitted to the National Assembly
granting full political rights for women. The bill was
only supported by 12 of the 60 members of the
Assembly. Subsequent legislative initiatives for
women’s suffrage were introduced in 1981, 1986,
1992 and 1996 but political support has never been
strong enough. In 1994, the Women’s Issues Network
(WIN), a coordinating committee for 22 non-govern-
mental organizations, launched a Blue Ribbon
Campaign in support of women’s rights to vote and
to stand for elected office. The campaign aims to
raise public awareness about  the exclusion of
women in Kuwait from political participation. On 28
October 2000, a public demonstration was held in
front of the National Assembly at the commencement
of its fourth session, calling for the amendment of
the Election Law to give women the right to vote.

Although in November 1999 the National Assembly
again denied women suffrage, the 32-30 vote was
the closest in Kuwait’s 37-year parliamentary history.
Despite the vehemence of the opposition, the move-
ment for women’s suffrage is gaining support and
Kuwaiti women are hopeful that they will soon win
their long-awaited political rights. In October 2000,
the National Assembly reconvened. In considering the
bill that was introduced in July, its members will once
again have an historic opportunity to change the law
so that no country in the world denies only women
the right to vote.

http://www.onlinewomeninpolitics.org/suffrage.ht
m#kuwait
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