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“The greater taboos against female crime stem largely
from two powerful focal concerns ascribed to women: (i)
nurturant role obligations and (ii) female beauty and sex-
ual virtue. In varied settings or situations, these concerns
shape the constraints and opportunities of girls' and
women's illicit activities.

Women are rewarded for their ability to establish and
maintain relationships and to accept family obligations,
and their identity tends to be derived from key males in
their lives (e.g. father, husband). Derivative identity con-
strains deviance on the part of women involved with con-
ventional males but encourages the criminal involve-
ments of those who become accomplices of husbands or
boyfriends. Greater child-rearing responsibilities further
constrain female criminality.

Femininity stereotypes (e.g. weakness, submission,
domestication, nurturance, and "ladylike" behavior) are
basically incompatible with qualities valued in the crimi-
nal underworld. The cleavage between what is consid-
ered feminine and what is criminal is sharp, while the
dividing line between what is considered masculine and
what is criminal is often thin. Crime is almost always stig-
matizing for females, and its potential cost to life chances
is much greater than for males.

Expectations regarding sexuality and physical appearance
reinforce greater female dependency as well as greater
surveillance by parents and husbands. These expectations
also shape the deviant roles available to women (e.g. sex-
ual media or service roles). Moreover, fear of sexual vic-
timization diverts women from crime-likely locations
(bars, nighttime streets) and reduces their opportunities
to commit crimes.”
http://arjournals.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/ann
urev.soc.22.1.459

“Article 92 of the Criminal Law makes it a condition that
only a woman can (body) search another woman. This
remains theoretical if we consider that the entire police
force includes in its ranks forty-five (45) women police
officers, in addition to one hundred and seventy-one
(171) policewomen. The insignificant number of women
police officers leaves women prey to the most demeaning
forms of violence, particularly sexual molestation during
night shifts, when women officers are generally not on
duty. Fearing their superiors, most of the female police
officers are silent about the situation.

Conditions are particularly alarming in the women’s and

juveniles’ prison where there are no separate quarters for
underage inmates and adults. At the same time no spe-
cial care is provided for young children living with their
incarcerated mothers. This has led to an increasing num-
ber of child deaths in Sudanese prisons.”
http://Awww.wluml.org/english/pubsfulltxt.shtml?cmd %5
B87%5D=i-87-2677

“Many women that fall [back] into prison have the prob-
lem that their children have been taken away. When they
go out to the street, they don't have anything, they have
nothing inside. Because they say 'l don’t have my chil-
dren, what will I do? I'll go back to the drug again. I will
go back to prostitution again. And I'll go back to prison
again. Why fight? Why fight if | have nothing?'”
http://aspe.hhs.gov/HSP/prison2home02/Covington.htm
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“There are four women's prisons in Lebanon located in
Ba'abda, Tripoli, Zahle in the Bega'a, and in Barbar al-
Khazen in Beirut. Conditions in all four institutions may
amount to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.
There are serious shortcomings, particularly regarding a
large number of sick prisoners who are not receiving ade-
quate medical attention and are held in conditions falling
short of international standards, including the Standard
Minimum Rules, as well as provisions of Lebanese law.
Conditions in these institutions, especially as regards
hygiene, sanitation, and ventilation, are said to be seri-
ously inadequate. Dormitories are overcrowded and
damp, leading to serious health hazards including infes-
tation by insects. For example, in Ba'abda prison more
than 40 detainees are held in such conditions in four
rooms well beyond their original capacity. Detainees are
reportedly locked up most of the time. They have no
access to beds and sleep on the floor using sponge mat-
tresses. The prisons visited by Amnesty International del-
egates, Ba'abda and Tripoli Prisons, were formerly resi-
dential apartments and prisoners had no access to fresh
air or exercise.

Furthermore, women of different age groups, including
children, are held in the same place, and there are no
adequate facilities in women's prisons for catering for the
needs of pregnant detainees and those with children. The
treatment of women detainees by the authorities, includ-
ing during pregnancy and childbirth, thus fall short of
Lebanon's obligations to respect the inherent dignity of
the human person as provided by the ICCPR and the
Standard Minimum Rules.”

http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index’engMDE 180092001
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