
Criminal activities are usually attributed to men, whereas
women are often considered victims, and there are fewer
women in prisons and who violate the law, especially in
the Arab region. This issue of Al-Raida explores women
as perpetrators of crime. However, it seems that female
criminality cannot be explored without first understand-
ing female victimization. 

Throughout the Arab region, the crimes women commit
are different – less serious, less professional, and less like-
ly to be repeated – than the crimes committed by men,
and from the crimes committed by women in the West.
However, female participation in criminal behavior is
increasing in Egypt, Lebanon, and some Gulf countries
and some patterns of male and female criminality appear
to be converging especially in corporate and white-collar
crime. 

As more women are attaining better social positions due
to increasing female employment in the Arab region,
their pattern of criminality is also increasing.
Nevertheless, female criminality is not exclusively occupa-
tional. 

The pertinent role of the overwhelming legacy of sexism
is central when seeking an understanding of female crim-
inal behavior in the Arab World. The articles in this con-
troversial issue of Al-Raida evoke the man-made con-
structions of female criminology and contribute to the
discussion on the failure to view female crime as "purpo-
sive action," as opposed to innate weakness and irra-
tionality.

Do women offenders in the Arab World feel a new pub-
lic fear of the "violent female"? Is there evidence that the

social and justice system responses to women offenders
are changing, and not the nature of female behavior
itself?

While this issue of Al-Raida may not succeed in providing
full and concrete answers to these questions, we will try
to provide an introduction and an overview that may con-
tribute to the beginning of an enduring search for the
truth about female crime.

Keeping in mind that women are subject to greater
social control both within the family and in Arab soci-
ety in general and that females are more closely
“supervised” and more willing to accept conventional
values and less likely to be involved with delinquent
groups, contributors from various and diverse back-
grounds attempt to provide an understanding of the
female criminal mind.

Two high-ranking Lebanese police officers contributed
two separate texts to this issue including raw data with-
out further analysis. These texts are translations and are
published in this issue “as is” regardless of some of the
views they present, which may seem to challenge the
views of many of the readers of Al-Raida.

This issue will not present a psychological perspective on
female criminality in the Arab World, however, a review
of general psychological Western interpretations of
female crime are discussed. 

This is one of the very few publications on female crimi-
nality in this part of the world and we hope that many
other publications commenting, criticizing, and even con-
tradicting the contents of this issue will follow. 
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Amirah Salem, 31, and Eidah Hussein, 25, took puffs from
their cigarettes while drinking coffee minutes after slicing,
burning and boiling the head of Amirah's 45-year-old hus-
band in Mafraq in April 1996. The two women then man-
gled the victim's body, placed it in plastic bags and dumped
it in cesspools around the town of Mafraq.

Amirah told interrogators that she conspired to kill her hus-
band with the help of her neighbor because he physically
abused her on a regular basis and threatened to marry
another woman and abandon her. She also said that she
decided to kill her husband, a mechanic, because he often
brought other women to their house in her presence disre-
garding her feelings. Amirah purchased a gun three months
prior to the incident and asked Eidah to help her accomplish
her plot in retribution for her husband's constant abuse,
according to court transcripts.

They decided to offer Eidah as his mistress as an alternative
for him to marry another woman and he agreed, the court
said. On the night of the murder, Eidah went to the couple's
house and the women asked the victim to lay face down on
his bed while Eidah changed her clothes. Amirah drew the
gun and shot her husband four times in the head and neck.

Both women were executed by the state in June 1997. An
official who attended the execution said the second the rope
was pulled on Amirah, her head was decapitated and blood
sprayed all over the room.

Amirah and Eidah's murder is reported to be one of the most
brutal crimes in Jordan's history. Their murder was one of
around a dozen crimes committed by women who were
convicted and executed or are on death row.  

When 22-year-old Ibtisam was escorted to the gallows by
prison officials to be hanged for killing two children in March
2004, the rope became loose and she fell. The execution
committee had to retie the rope and complete the execution
since the Jordanian Penal Code stipulates that convicted
criminals must be hanged to death. 

Ibtisam was sentence to death for pushing Fatima, 5, and
Ahmad, 6, into a canal where they drowned to avenge a
decision made by the man she loved to marry another
woman.

Court papers said the woman met the man she liked few
months prior to the incident and he promised to marry her,
but his father refused and insisted on choosing another wife
for him. When the victim heard about the news, she lured
the man's siblings by offering them sweets and chocolates
near the Jordan Valley Canal where she pushed them one
after the other to their death, the court said.

Egyptian sisters Abeer and Rasha, who were employed by a
73-year-old Jordanian woman, were executed in December
1998 for murdering and robbing their employer. The two sis-
ters sprayed mace on the victim's face then pressed a wet
towel against her mouth and nose until she died and then
stole her jewellery. They sold it in a Jordanian market and
tried to leave the country but were arrested by the authori-
ties at one of the Kingdom's ports.

Other women executed by the state during the past 10 years:
- In May 2002, A Jordanian woman and her Egyptian lover
were hanged at Swaqa Correctional and Rehabilitation
Centre after they were convicted of murdering the woman's
Egyptian husband in one of the city's suburbs in 2000. The
court said the two developed an extramarital affair and the
woman asked for a divorce, but the victim denied her sepa-
ration requests and the lovers decided to murder him, the
court said.

On the night of the incident, the Egyptian stabbed the vic-
tim repeatedly with the help of the woman, then pressed a
pillow on the victim's face until he suffocated then set his
body on fire.

- In August 1997 a 35-year-old woman was executed by the
state for poisoning her husband with the help of her
Jordanian lover who received a life sentence.

The mother of nine children wanted to divorce her husband
and marry her lover, but they both knew that the husband
would refuse so they plotted to kill him, the court said. The
lover brought rat poison to the woman and she placed it in
her husband's food while the lover waited outside for the
results, the court added.

Currently, there are two or three women who are on death
row, awaiting a Cabinet and a Royal Decree endorsement of
their death verdicts. 
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