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EQUALITY Now 

The fol/owiug cOllversathm with lawyers Jessica 
Neuwirth and S'lirita Suudosham, women's rights 
activists and founden' of the ill/ematiollal women 's 
rights monitoring orgalliZlltioll, Equality No w, took 
place ill Manhattan ill September. 

Laurie King-Irani : Can you lel! us what cvent or idea led 
to the establi shment of Equality Now? Who decided to 
form this international organization devoted to monitoring 
and protecti ng the human righl ~ of women world-wide? 

Jessica Neuwirth: Although particular events sparked the 
creation of Equality Now, a few of us activ ists had been 
thinking about such an organization for a tong lime. I 
founded the organization with two other women, a lawyer 
from South Africa and a lawyer from [ran. whom I knew 
through working with the international human rights move­
ment. All of us had corne to the realization that an immense 
gap existed concerning women's human rights' violations 
and the way that international human rights organizat ions 
were dealing with these violations. Women 's rights were 
not. in fact. being adequately addressed. but we saw that the 
techniques and strategies of these international organiza­
tions could be effective if applied excl usively to women's 
rights issues. 

One of the first stories that affected us and galvanized our 
efforts was that of Amina. a young girl from Hyderabad in 
India who had been sold into marriage at the age of nine. 
Unlike so many other girls. she was resc ued from this 
forced marriage o nl y by a fortunate accident. Her "hus­
band", an older, wealthy Saudi businessman. had taken her 
on the airplane from India to Saudi Arabia. Amina was vis­
ibly distraught during the night. and an Indian night atten­
dant asked her why she was so upset. Upon learning of hcr 
plight. the night attend,tnt informed the authorities of her 
sale into marriage when the night landed. The man was 
arrested. and Amina was sent back to her family in India. 
This case received a grem deal of international media atten ­
tion. but we were very concerned about Amina 's fate upon 
returning to India. Media attention is terrific, but it comes 
and goes in a nash, and we were fearful that Amina could 
easily be sold again to another wealthy business man , 
because there is no legal framework or monitoring to pro­
tect young girls and women like Amina on a long-term 
bas is. In so many arcas of thc world. women and g irl s arc 
being sold everyday like c hattel. Most people in the human 
righ ts movemcnt were simply unaware of this fact and all of 

the related social. econo mic and psychological issues sur­
rounding il. Thus. we saw a real need fo r an effective grass­
roots activism that hlld worked so we ll in freeing prisoners 
of conscience and halting torture. The same approach could 
and should be used to raise awareness about women's 
human rights and their viol:nion. 

That was how and why we founded Equality Now in 1992. 
Although we are a fairly new organ izat ion. we have grown 
quite rapidly. Increas ing numbers of people arc realizi ng 
that there is a gap in human rights work focused on women, 
and we are constlltllly reaching out to new g roups and indi­
vidual s who arc not necessarily human rights activists. but 
just ordinary cit izens and coalitions who are so out raged 
when they fead media reports about the sale of chil dren. the 
burning of Ind ian widows. or the circ umcision of young 
girls in Africa that they want to do something. so we tap into 
that energy and use it to aClUally make a di fference. 

LKI: How do you reach out to all of these disparate groups 
and indiv iduals? Do you have branch offices in various 
regions of the world? 

Surita Sandosham: We are based in New York City. but ou r 
Board is international. We have representatives from 
Africa. South America. and the Caribbean. and I am from 
Singapore. Our strategy is to work with groups and indi­
viduals in the countries where the human rights violations 
arc occurring. Based on their information and their docu­
mentation. along with our researc h to verify the facts, we 
put together action a lerts. which we then se nd out to o ur 
2.000 members in 75 different countries. We mobil ize peo­
ple and organizations th roughout the world to take action of 
various kinds depending on the situation. In the recent case 
of the youn g Togolese woman. Fau ziya Kasinga, who 
sought political asylum in the USA on the grounds that 
fema le circumc ision. i.e., female genital mutilation. is a 
form of torture. we sent out an action alert which was very 
effective. Another case was that of a young woman. 
Maricris Sioson, who had left her home in the Philippines to 
work as an ente rtainer in Japan. Less than a year later. her 
body was returned 10 her family by the Japanese govern­
ment, who stllted Ihat she hlld died of nalUral causes. Upon 
opening the casket. however. her family discovered that her 
body was badly bruised and showed signs of deep stab 
wounds in and around the genital :!rea. So clearly. she did 
not die of natural causes! Here, ou r strategy was to work 
with various non-governmental organizations 11l the 
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Philippines to encourage the Japanese Government to inves- universal - implies that a woman is a man's property, so 
tigate the case and prosecute those responsible for her murdering her for an infraction of his ownership rights 
death. Whenever there is an opportunity to raise awareness somehow mitigates, or even cancels, hi s punishment. Honor 
about violations of women 's human rights, we do all we can killings raise the crucial question of equal protection under 
to raise it. We even tried to tie this case into the issue of the law, it represents clear discrimination against women, 
Korean "comfort" women, i.e., women who had been forced and that is our starting point: The law is there to protect 
into prostitution by the .---____________________________ -, everyone equally. If 
Japanese Army during you are being battered 

World War [I.m ~ I. J:Ii1 *' I. by a husband or a 
-.-~ ~ 1:::& brother and you call the 

IN: We always try to 
choose a case that is 
very specific, so that 
people can relate to it 
in an immediate and 
personal way, but at the 
same time, a case that 
addresses larger issues 
and general practices 
that we want to high­
light. So, depending on 
the case, or the nature 
of the issue, we might 
be calling for new leg­
islation, or the imple­
mentation of existing 
legislation. Or, we 
might call for some­
thing altogether differ­
ent, but in every 
instance, we try to be 
creative and find new 
ways to tackle these 
problems effectively. 

police, they have to 
respond to your request 
for help as they would 
anyone else's request. 
So, we always start 
from a legal perspec­
tive: the law should be 
enforced, but if there is 
no law concerning 
domestic violence 
(such as cases of mari­
tal rape), then that 
should be changed and 
a law should be created 
and enforced. What we 
usually do not address 
IS the psychological 
issues of battered 
women who are not yet 
ready to ask for help. 
This is a very hard 
decision, but I think 
that the psychological 
dimension really ought 

.. to be addressed by __ If' If' ,. 
LKI: A major human U , J. t , local, rather than inter-
rights violation affect- J • t ~ • I a ~ national, organizations. 
ing millions of women '-' \J We try to build aware-
throughout the world is ness and concern and to 
that of domestic vio- L-____________________________ -' facilitate exchanges of 

lence. Since this form of abuse usually occurs in the priva- information between various groups concerning strategies 
cy of the home, it is very hard to monitor or legislate prac- and solutions for domestic violence. 
tices concerning domestic violence, which, according to a 
recent UN report, is tantamount to torture in its effects and 
repercussions on women and society. How would you go 
about dealing with this issue? 

IN: We did do at least one important action on a domestic 
violence case here in the United States. It concerned a 
judge who was sentencing a man who had murdered his 
wife upon discovering her in bed with another man. The 
judge gave him a light sentence and said, "I shudder to think 
what I would have dorie in your position ." We found this 
outrageous. This concept of honor killing - which is 
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ss: Where domestic violence is concerned, there usually 
are local groups engaged in efforts to halt it, and we do not 
want to duplicate efforts, thereby wasting time and money. 
We would rather be able to think strategically about how 
best to raise the issue, how to do something positive and 
effective to make a change. 

IN: Also, a lot of people think that domestic violence is 
something that only happens in the privacy of the home, and 
indeed, that is where the actual beating usually takes place, 
but there is a complex, interlocking official hierarchy that 
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supports and condones domestic violence. When :1 judge 
tells 11 wife-bal1erer or a wife-killer, "well. I ought to pu n­
ish you, but I probabl y would have done the same thi ng you 
di d .. :' , then that se nds out the wrong message. At the very 
least. it encourages violence; it is an officia l statement on 
uehalf of the .':I ta te tlmt ki ll ing is all UCCl:~lalJJc way of ueal­
ing wit h marital infidelity. 

L KI: Att it udes are key here. You wou ld have to change not 
on ly the laws. but the ways people think. judge. val ue :Hld 
deci de. That means you would have 10 affect socialization 
processes, i.e., the ways men and women Jearn what is and 
is not appropriate behavior. 

IN: But our approach. though not explicitly educationa l. 
may be a very good way to infl uence gender social ization. 
I f you get into that courtroom and hear the judge say. "well. 
this isn't really a crime," thll1 is a message that will prevent 
OIher abused women from ever going 10 court. People are 
always co mplaining that women don't report domestic vio­
lence, Wel l. maybe they don' t report it beca use they know 
that they are going 10 be to ld "it was your fault; you asked 
for it". Hearing this is like a second hum:ln rights abuse, in 
addition to the battering! If we can inspire women to have 
confidence in the legal system's ability to work for them 
and their protection, this may change attitudes, and, we 
hope. behaviors. 

LKI : Have you done any actions on violations of women's 
human rights in the Arab world? 

I N: We've done an actio n alert about the rnedicalization of 
female genital mutilat ion (FG M) in Egypt: I think that's the 
only case in the Arab world to date that we have addressed 
(see News Briefs. p, 8). In Egypt. we worked with some of 
the local groups 10 see what steps we could take that would 
be usefu l and effective. Sometimes it is very hard for us 10 

know what would work best. so we really rely on loca l 
groups to sel the pace and pla n the strategy together. We 
would like to develop more li nks with other women's 
human rights groups throughout the Arab world. 

LKI: When a human righ ts abuse affects a woman or 
women in a particular country. do you go 10 them to offer 
you r serv ices, or do they co me to you? 

I N: Inc reasingly, we arc happy to say. people are corni ng 
to us. In the beg inn ing, we were going to them. We woul d 
attend conferences and hear about cases and follow it up. 
For instance. the case of Maricris from the Philippines came 
out of the Vienna Conference on Human Rights in 1993. 
And at last year's Be ijing conference. we learned of the case 
of Fauziya Kasinga, who was going to be forced to undergo 
FGM agai nst her will. 

LKI: What was your overall appraisal of the Beijing 
Conference? 

I N: The distance betwee n the offi cial meeti ng site and the 
NGO site in Huairou presented problems. Ideally, the point 
of such a cUlIft!n:: llce is tu facil itate di alugut! and sharing 
betwee n governmen tal and non-govern mental actors . but 
when you have a clear attempt to separ.lle them, as we saw 
at Be ijing, the message, at some level. is "we don't really 
want to hear what you NGO people have to say,". 

55: And the Chinese Govern me nt de fin itely d id not wa nt to 
hear anything from the NGO community! 

I N: I think that a lot of women representing NGOs at 
Huai rou had no idea what was in the Platform for Action. 
and they were n't rea lly focusing on it. They were having 
their own networking sessions. wh ich they could have done 
anywhere, or even through the Internet. 

5S: Still. I have to say that Beijing was a necessary experi­
ence; we had to be the re, For Equality Now, the purpose of 
goi ng was to network and discuss some of the huma n rights 
issues that were tak ing place around the world to dec ide 
how we could best contribute to monitoring, consc iousness­
rais ing. and protect ion. So, getti ng the Kasinga case was 
ironic: it was bei ng played out in the US. but we had 10 go 
to China to learn all the detai ls! 

IN: Yet in terms of the official purpose of Beij ing, we at 
Equa lity Now arc rather skept ical about the ki nds of docu­
men ts comi ng out of the conference. We arc now going 
back to the Universal Declaration of Huma n Rights and 
even earlier documents in internationa l law that have much 
more force, and treaties that have been signed which have, 
in a legal sense, greater weight than the PIa/form for Action. 
Perhaps the Plcllform deve lops some ideas and issues a lit­
tle further, but the most basic promises to the world's 
wome n remain unfu lfilled. So, what is ou r focus? To 
expand the docu ments when existing promises are not yet 
implemented? That is one of the key reasons we have taken 
up the UN Secretary General action (see ··Quote/U nquote." 
p.6) . because the Platform for Action states . in very specif­
ic terms, that all decision-making levels of the UN 
Secretariat should be gender-integrated. Then six mont hs 
later, there is a discussion concerning the post of Sec retary 
General. and hardly any atten tion at all was paid to the glar, 
ing gender gap at the top! 

55: There arc a lot of disparities between sig ned documents 
and actual behavior. For instance. when we returned from 
Beiji ng, the whole Sara Ba labagan case erupted in the 
United Arab Emirates. We were simply fl abbergasted. 
because the UA E delegation had been at Beijing , and had 
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just signed a document containing very spccific. concrete 
language concerni ng the protection of migrant workers: it's 
not some vague promise - it's clearly spelled out in 
detailed guidelincs in the Platform for Acfion. It would be 
much beller if the Platform were a shorter document and 
everybody re~ld il and followed it, 

LK I: I am glad that you brought up the Balabagan case. 
because it is clear that mass population movemen ts. whether 
duc to rcfugees neeing War or labor migration. will be an 
increasingly important focus for human rights work in the 
next celllury. Migrants and refugees arc oflen women. and 
they don ' t have any citizenship status or support networks 
in the host countries wherc they reside. These are people 
who "fallthrough the cracks" of the international legal and 
human rights system. 

IN: Defin itely~ 

l.KI : What is Equal ity Now's work plan for thc coming few 
years? Do you havc a particular project you want to focus 
on. or arc you remaining responsive to whatever violations 
of women's human rights come up? 

SS: One of O Uf upcoming campaigns will focus on traf­
ficking in women and girls. We are currently st rategizing 
on how best to deal with this issue. which is just so 
immense and complex. It is a truly international problem. 
but is espec ially severe in southeast Asia, parts of Europe 
and Latin America. 

IN: We also have an action on abortion. which we are 
doi ng in Nepal, a country where abortion is forbidden under 
any circumstances. whether a woman is impregnated as a 
result of incest or rapc. or whether her life is threatened by 
carrying the pregnancy to term. We are working with a 
rigll ts gruup ill Ncpallu refurm auurtiUfI laws and tu alluw 
certain exceptions ror women. Nepal has an incredibly high 
maternal mortality rate. mostly due to women going to 
back-street i[[ega l abortionists, which is terribly un safe. 

SS: In addition to issuing our alerts, we are working with 
the UN Human Rights Committee. When countries corne 
up to repoT! to the UN HR Cornmi nee for review, we contact 
NGOs in each comllTy to let them know their government is 
to be assessed, and we ask them for their reports on the 
internal human rights situation in their country. We ask 
them, too, if there are any issues Ihey would like !O have 
raised concerning human rights practices or violations, and 
then we offer to assist them in any way we can. Last year. 
Afghanistan was coming up for review. and through NGO 
contacts work ing with Afghan refugee women in Paki stan. 
we learned that women in Afghanistan were being fo rb idden 
by the Taleban Islamic group to go to school or to work. 
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Even more shocking. we discovered that female UN offi­
cials in Afghanistan were being dismissed from their posi­
tions under pressure from the Taleban. As soon as we dis­
covered th is. we immediately got the documentation to the 
UN Human Rights Comrninee, and also sent it ou t to the 
media, Soon afterwards. we were able to meet a group of 
Afghan women activists here in New York. where they met 
with UN offic ials. Doors were opening !O these women: 
people had to talk to them, and as a result. these Afghan 
wo men realized they have a power and a voice, and that the 
UN, as a world body. has a dut y to abide by internationally 
recognized human righ ts principles. 

L KI: The process of empowe rment could be enhanced if 
this group of Afghan women began nctworkin g with 
Pakistan i women. Arab women and Asian women. 

IN: Yes. and related to th is is the idea of involving more 
women in peace processes throughout the world. This is 
really needed. There are so many connicts nowadays. i.e .. 
Bosnia. Chechenia. Somalia. Rwanda. But look at the 
peace efforts in Somalia. in Bosnia. Where are the women 
in these peace processes?~ Wherever you look. it is clear 
that women are outside the power-s!ructu res that are decid­
ing what constitutes peace and reconciliation in these war­
torn societies. 

l.KI: The same could. unfortunately, be said about women 
in post-war Lebanon. What are so me of the biggest chal­
lenges Equality Now faces in trying to carry out its mi ss ion? 

IN: The big challenge is not that people don't care about 
women's human rights and their violation; it's that they just 
do not know. And once they do know. they really care a lot. 
But getting the word out is so hard, because of lack of com­
munication technology in reaching women in some of these 
remule cuuntries. We just du not have the money yet 10 do 
all that we know we must do to inform the world of viola­
tions of women's human rights. 

5S: I'd say that the biggest challenge is raising money. We 
have been incredibly successful in garnering and generating 
media coverage over the last four years. but we ca nnot seem 
to translate these successes into funding. At prescnt. we are 
seeking subsistence funding from foundatio ns known for 
supporting mainstream human rights orga ni zations, but 
when we tell them that we are focusing on women's rights, 
the response we freque ntly receive is. "well. it's a little bit 
specialized ... 1 don't think that this request fi ts within our 
mandate". 

l.KI : Violations of the human rights of more than half of 
the world's population is too specialized?! 
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SS: Exactly! We started this organization precisely 
because women's human rights were not being adequll1ely 
monilOred and protected. Now we arc discovering that, 
because it wasn't being done. it wasn't being funded, <lnd so 
on. It's a vicious circle! 

.I N: I used to work with Amnesty International. <lnd I tried 
10 get them to focus on women's rights issues. In 1990, I 
was asked to chair a !:Isk force. and this W<lS one of the first 
opportunities I had to focus on women's issues. As a result 
of this "Isk force's recommendations, we did get Amnesty 
International to undenake a research project which resulted 
in the publication of a report on human rights violations 
against women within Amnesty International"s m:mdate. 
Part of the work of the task force was to highlight those 
areas in which Amnesty could be more effective in safe­
guarding women's rights, e.g., preventing rape by govern­
mental officials and soldiers, ere.: and the other part was to 
look at the issue of rights violations from the women's 
movement's point of view. As a result of taking th is per­
spective. we quickly discovered that governmental abuses 
are a rather small part of a wider set of problems. Most vio­
lence against women doesn't take place in prison, or at the 
hands of the military or the police. Rather, women's human 
rights are most frequently violated in the home, on the 
street, in the workplace. and these types of abuse were 
viewed as being far outside the scope of Amnesty's man­
date. We felt tha! it wou ld take a very long time for the Ol"ga­
nizmion to get around to addressing these violations effec­
tively. But one can argue that Amnesty is now getting 
around 10 doing this. They are now focusing more on 
women. but I think they arc constricted by their official 
mandate as it currently exists; they cannot get 10 the heart of 
the issLLe~ that affect the most women in the most serious 
ways. An issue like trafficking in women, for example. is 
just not part of their work . Unless a woman ends up in a 
prison somehow, or is tortured by the military or the police 
as a result of trafficking, Amnesty is not set up to help her. 
The issue of female genital mutilation (FGM) generated a 
huge debate as to whether groups like Amnesty 
Interntltional would get involved. They have taken steps to 
do educational projects against FGM, but they have stopped 
short of activism. You have to ask yourself: Why would they 
treat FGM differently from other types of human rights vio­
lations? And they would probably respond, "welL it's a 
cultural thing, it's not a purely political or legal matter". 
But in our experience of networking at the grass-roots level, 
it is clear that you can address such issues in a coherent, 
constructive way, rather than differentiate them as a class 
tlnd say, "we're only going to do educational programs on 
this issue, but nOI activism." When you are the world's pre­
miere human rights organi zation, this sends the message 
that there is a hierarchy of human rights violntions. What 
arc we saying to those voiceless little girls going under the 

knife in Ghana, Togo, Egypt and Ethiopia, and sometimes 
dying under the knife? That they arc not a priority!? That 
we will educate about their problem, bu t not advocate? 

SS: The irony of it all is that we got a call today from 
Amnesty saying they are going to be doing more work on 
FGM. and they want to consul t with us. 

I N: Amnesty cou ld do so much! They have the resources. 
both personnel and financiaL to pu t their energy into focus­
ing systematically on discovering whic h countries have 
actually ba nned the practice, and if so. arc the laws in 
place? Arc the laws being implementcd? Clearly, they are 
not. So, if there is no leg islation, they shoul d mount a cam­
paign to effect legislation, or to implement it in countries 
which have laws but choose to ignore them. Amnesty could 
highlight particular cases to :\Itract public interest. So many 
girls have died in Egypt. Is the Egyptian Government prop­
erly investigating and prosecuting those responsible for 
these deaths? I don't think you would have to prosecute too 
many people to bring a halt to th is practice, which current­
ly goes on with complete impunity. If there is a consensus 
~ and [ believe there is - among the in ternat iooal human 
rights commun ity that FGM is a human rights violatioo. 
then we should spare no effort to stop it before any more lit­
tle girls are killed or permanently disabled . [t's an outrage. 

LKI : Of course, the coun ter-argument to your view would 
be one based on a claim of "cultu ral re lativ ism"'. How 
would you respond to it? 

.I N: We forget to ask a very important question: Who owns 
culture? Cultures are not unchangi ng, monolithic entities. 
If you ask me, Suri ta, or Anita Bryant what's going on in 
contemporary American culture, [ am su re that you would 
get quite a diverse set of responses! And that is true every­
where. In every cultural contex t. you can find women who 
want equality and autonomy: it's an inner, human aspira­
tion. We have to tap into that, whether we are talking about 
wome n in New Jersey or New Guinea. Equality Now 
sellJ"ches out those women in every country. and we work 
with them. 

SS: [ thi nk thaI th is cultura l relativism arg ument is, ironi­
cally, rather imperialist ic; it implies that other cult ures just 
don't have as much variety or subtleties as western cult ure 
does. [don' t thin k that this view is accurate. 

I N: I also feel that the hu man rights movement has focused 
on ,I skewed port ion of human rights: the civ il and the polit­
ical. without giving due regard to the economic side of 
hum an rights . And this deficiency plays right into the hands 
of the cultural relativists' argument. It is really unfort unate, 
because those basic economic rights are just as important, 
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and they really ought to be addressed. Equality Now is try­
ing to do this, but it will take a lot of creativ it y to rigure out 
how to usc our strateg ies and techniques to address these 
more subtle violations, like debt burdens, They arc not as 
immediately obvious as torture or ext ra-judic ial ki llings, 
but they also take their toll. If we look at trafricking. we lire 
forced to ask why women end up leaving their home coun­
try for another. Do they really want to leave, or are they 
com pelled to do so by econom ic pressures? Are there any 
viable economic options for them and their families back in 
Sri Lanka. Romania. the Philippines, or Guatemala? I f we 
foc us on these economic exigencies. and view them in a 
more holistic way ~ not just as economi c indicators ~ 
maybe it will decrease the tendency to sec all human rights 
violations as strictl y political or cu ltural phenomena. 

LKI: What is the biggest obstacle you face? 

IN: I don't like the word "obstacle"! I prefer "challenge" 
instead. One of our greatest challenges is to bring the type 
of exacting research and documentation done by conven· 
tional human rights organizations into the area of women's 
rights. There has been a lot written. much of it anecdotal 
information. but not enough hard documentation. We find it 
a challenge ~ as well as an educationa l experience ~ to 
work with some of these groups on attaining the level of 
precision of docu mentation that we need to move forward. 
We have to maintain a certain standard of c redibili ty. It 's a 
transformation we are working to realize at the grass-roots 
level. What Amnesty International has done that has been 
very helpful has been to promote the idea that violations are 
phenomena that happen: you can document them. Violations 
are facts having an objective existence in the physical 
world. Thus, we lit Equality Now tend to steer away from 
the more ideological discussions abou t women's rights. It·s 
not as if we don't rind these discussions important ~ they 
are - it's j ust that they arc not im mediate ly re levant to our 
work. Ideology too often takes precedence in discussions of 
women's human rights; somet imes, there is not enough 
careful attention to detail , not enough actual, on-the-ground 
reporting of facts. $0, we are hopin g to increase the amount 
of facts availabl e for analysis and advocacy; we need to be 
more prec ise if we are to successfully pursue cases. We also 
need a network of detail -oriented people throughout the 
world to gather such facts. Hence, we usually gravi tate to 
journal ists and lawyers, who inst incti vely make detailed 
reports of the actual facts of a case; they have been train ed 
to do this. 

LKI: What have been your greatest reward s? 

5S: The Afghan women's network was really rewarding for 
us. Also, there was a case a few years ago of a you ng Saudi 
Arabian woman. Nada. who sought political asylum in 
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Canada because of politically and social ly sa nctioned mi s­
treatment by her family in Saudi Arabia. Equality Now was 
still a very small organizalion at that time, in fac\. this 
action was only our second one. 

.I N: We were astounded at how sex ist the Canadian judge 
had been in deny ing Nada political asylum: he actually said 
that her problems were not serious. and suggested that she 
simply needed to show more respect for her father. Nad:l 
was in hiding when we got involved in the case. We began 
by adding a layer of international attenti on and support to 
the work that was being done on her behalf by various 
Canadian human rights organ izations. all of which were 
much larger and stronger than Equality Now, Our very rirst 
action had been on a case concerning women in Poland. and 
as an afterthought. we se nt the action alert about Nada's 
case to our collc:lgues in Poland. who immediately alerted 
their networks to write letters of protest to the Canadi:ln 
Governmen t concerning the refusal of asylum for Nada. 
The Canad ian Government was really disturbed to receive 
so many letters from all corners of the world. even from 
countries Canada was helping with social deve lopment pro­
jects, aski ng the Canadians to show more respect for 
women's rights! Later. when the Canadian Prime Mini ster 
made a speech announcing that the Gove rnmelll was revers­
ing its decision and granting asylum to Nada. he said that he 
had made the decision, in part. because of his concern fo r 
the international reputation of Canada, Afterwards, Canada 
adopted guidelines for women re fugees seeking asylum, and 
these guidelines were later adopted by the Uni ted States 
Governmen t. This case is quite memorable: it was so 
rewarding because such a small effort rea ll y paid off in such 
a big way. It's experiences like this that keep us going, 
despite financial constraints. But there is still so much to 
do! 

If YOIl would like /0 learn more about Equality 
Now, or assist them ill their work, you call cOlltacl 
them at the following address: Equality Now, P.O. 
Box 10646, Columbus Circle Slalioll, New York, 
New York 10013, USA. E-mail address: sall­
dosham @igc,apc.org. 

Lebanese readers should IlOte that the UN 
CommissiOIl Oil Human Rights will SOOIl be 
reviewing Lebanon's humall rights situatioll. If 
yOIl wish to emphasize a particular point cOllcern­
illg womell's humall rights ill LebaI/O", please 
COlltact Equality Now alld they will include your 
COt/CUll ill their report to the Committee. 
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