ISLAM AND WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS:

A Reappraisal in Light
of the Qur’an and the Hadith
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aspect of life: social, economical, familial, spiritual and

political. There is no doubt that there are physiological and
psychological differences between men and women, but this
does not obviate the fact that they are both human beings
endowed with intrinsic rights and worth. Thus, they should be
treated equally, taking into consideration the implications of
their inherent differences,

l slam is a full and complete religion which addresses every

Contemporary Muslim societies interpret women'’s rights in a
drastically different way from the actual teachings of the
Qur’an. Because of the existence and influence of a deeply-
rooted patriarchal social system and culture, many Muslim men
tend to interpret the Qur'an and the Hadith (teachings of the
Prophet Muhammad) in a limited and literal manner which suits
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their own temporal interests. Muslim women. on the other
hand, have historically been unaware of their rights, mostly due
to their lack of religious and formal education. Today, howev-
er, women's ignorance stems from the fact that they have
unthinkingly given into traditions which are based on misinter-
pretations of religious teachings.

Women's rights in Islam have existed since the Qur’an was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. All women’s rights are to
be applied as they have been assigned. Some members of
Islamic communities, however, misuse or ignore women's
rights due to a lack of faith or knowledge. This inevitably leads
to a wide-spread misconception of Islam and its teachings con-
cerning women, thus fueling so much of the stereotypes and
prejudices non-Muslims hold about the Islamic world,

During al-jahilivya (the pre-Islamic period), it was the tradition
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