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other I iberal arts ' such as lit
erature, communications, and 
the fine arts. 

Judged by the evidence of 
daily study sessions, these 
sample students do not seem to 
be scholarly and the majority 
are poorly motivated for aca
demic work outside the class
room. The non-Arab group 
showed a higher; academic stand
ing. 56% of them were on the 
Dean's list (honor list), while 
only 18% of the Lebanese and 
18% of the other Arab students 
had their names listed. 

Student apathy might be 
explained by the general trend 
of undergraduate academic res
ponse all over the world, as well 
as by the fact that 40% of the 
respondents are engaged in some 
kind of work for the exper
ience, for money or for support
ing themselves. 

As to their personal and 
social life at College, most 
students reported a fair and 
happy adjustment. Most were 
satisfied with limited academic 
competitiveness, the intimacy of 
the environment and the relative 
freedom of living as compared 
to family life. Many said they 
missed their family and home 
friends; on the other hand, they 
found no difficulty in forming 
and building friendships at Col
lege. 76'!o indicated that there" 
was a good deal of affection 
between them and their families 
and stated that going to college 
had no effect on their family 
relations. A minority of 6% felt 
that college education had a 
weakening effect on family ties. 

Most of them have ta ken to 
the modern habit of smoking. 
To resolve personal problems, 
the majority resort to friends 
instead of teachers as a source 
of counseling. 68% of them at
tended the cultural events on 
BUC campus. Most were in
volved in social activities on 
campus and outside, but club 
life, on the whole, was not an 
important feature for them. 

Saly,a 
Nassar: 

Lebanon 
The year 1977 marks the 

tenth anniversary of the pre
mature death of Dr. Salwa Nas
sar, an internationally known 
nuclear physicist, and it seems 
appropriate, in this issue of al
Raida, to provide a glimpse into 
the life of this pioneer who 
devoted herself to active service 
particularly in the fields of sci
entific research and education. 

Born in a family of moderate 
means, from Dhour Shweir, 
Lebanon, she worked all 
through her college years to 
earn the expenses of her educa
tion. After receiving her B.A. in 
physics with honor, having 
spent two years at the Amer
ican Junior College (BUC 
now), and two at the American 
University of Beirut, she worked 
four years as a high school 
teacher to rai'se the necessary 
funds for resuming her studies 
in the United States. At Smith 
College she obtained her M.Sc. 
in physics and at the University 
of California, Berkeley, she had 
in 1945 a Ph.D. in nuclear 
physics, thus becoming not only 
the first Ph.D. in this discipline 
in Lebanon but the first and 
only nuclear physicist in the 
whole area. Thereafter, she 
devoted most of her ti me to 
scientific research in various 
centers, attending conferences 
on atomic studies, studying and 
continuing her research in the 
United States (Ann Arbor, 
Michigan), in England (Harwell 
and Bristol universities), in 

Paris, (Ecole Poly technique) and 
in Beirut, Lebanon. For 3 years 
she was head of the science 
department at Beirut College for 
Women, and for 15 years, pro
fessor, then chairman, of the 
physics department at AUB. 

Her publications in the 
Physical Review and in other 
science journals dealt with 
atomic energy, cosmic rays and 
other technological topics. She 
represented Lebanon in more 
than ten international con
ferences on atomic physics. 

But her interests outgrew her 
laboratory. As a professor she 
was a friend and guide to her 
students, trying to inculcate in 
them her love for science and 
her faith in it as a factor in 
shaping a modern personality 
and a force operating for the 
peace and welfare of the world. 

As president of BUC during 
the last two years of her life, 
she laid out ambitious plans for 
the development of that ins
titution and was able to create 
and endow the Salwa Nassar 
Fou ndati on for Lebanese 
Studies. She organized the first 
lecture series for it, a few 
months before she died. 

Salwa Nassar's life and 
achievements remain a source of 
inspiration to her friends and 
students who, we hope, will 
pass on her example to each 
new generation. 
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