
DECADE FOR 
WOMEN (1975 -1985): 

AWORLDPLAN 
OF ACTION 

Since 1945, the United Nations 
Organization has claimed the abo
lition of all discrimination between 
ind ividuals based on race or sex . In 
1975, Women's Year, the del egates 
of one hundred states assembled in 
Mexico, decided the adoption of a 
" World plan of action" which would 
be executed in the span of ten years, 

'1975-1985, and containing guidelines 
concerning the measures to be adopt
ed by each state toward realising 
complete equality between the sexes. 

WORLD PLAN OF ACTION 

The following paragraphs sum
marize the main points included in 
the World Plan of Action , adopted in 
Mex ico Conference 1975. 

1 - Participation of all states in 
implementing world peace. 

For this purpose, women should 
be encouraged to work for peace, as 
individuals or as groups; women 
volunteers who work to promote 
peace should be acknowledged. Other 
methods to be ' applied: intercom
munication between continents and 
states, leading to intercultural ex
change and further knowledge about 
women of the world; implanting in 
children principles of respect for the 
freedom of others and belief in racial 
and sexual equality. 

2 - Political participation 
Very few women hold leading 

government positions in their 
countries. Hence the women's prob
lems have been neglected because 
men have monopolized the leadership 
of the world . 

During the coming ten years, an 
orientation campaign should be 
organized to prepare women for 
active political participation. 

3 - Education and training 
In all countries, the percentage of 

illiteracy is higher among women 
than among men . Equal opportunities 
for education should be given to both 
sexes with equal programs of study. 
Campaigns must be organized for the 
abol ition of female illiteracy in a 
given period of time, with adequate 
pamphlets and publ ications prepared 
for the purpose. 

4 - Work and employment 
According to statistics, the 

number of working women between 
15 and 64, forms a third of the 
world 's working population . This 
number does not include house
keepers who work in their own 
homes and who are neither 
remunerated for their work nor 
beneficiaries of social security. The 
World Plan of Action stipulates that 
women be encouraged to take further 
train ing preparing them to occupy 
more lucrative and responsible 
positions. To this effect, we should 
encourage "the development of co
operatives and small-scale industries 
to extend women's range of 
economic roles and to let them play 
an active part in these cooperatives, 
particularly in food production , 
marketing, housing, nutrition, health 

'and child-care." 

5 - Health and nutrition 
Women have special health care 

needs dur ing pregnancy, delivery and 
lactation which, if neglected, affect 
their children as well. "Improved 
access to health, nutrition and other 
social services is essential to the full 
participation of women in develop
ment activities and to the 
strengthening of family life." 

6 - The Family in modern society 
Marriage and family laws should 

conform to international standards. 

The principle of equal rights and res-
ponsibilities means that during 
marriage, both partners should 
perform an active role in the home, 
taking into account the importance 
of combining home " and work res
ponsibilities and sharing joinUy 
decision-making on matters affecting 
the family and children . 

7 - Population 
Women's status, their educational 

level, the nature of their employment 
and their position with in the family, 
decisively influence family size. The 
right of women to decide on the 
number and "spacing of their children, 
their access to the information and 
means needed to exercice that right, 
affect their abil ity to take advantage 
of educatio nal and employment 
opportuniti es. 

I ndividuals and couples should 
have access, through an institution
al ized system, to the information and 
means that would enable them to 
determine freely and responsibly the 
number and spacing of their children 
and to overcome sterility . 

8 - Housing and related facilities ' 
The majority of women spend 

more time than men in and around 
the house . The improvement of the 
house, its related facilities and its 
neighborhood will, therefore, bring 
about a direct improvement in the 
daily lives of women. 

Other social questions 

Among other socia l questions that 
need consideration, the following are 
worth mentioning : 

Provision for the need of migrant 
women, of elderly women who 
frequently receive less protection and 
assistance than men; tak ing special 
leg islative and other measures to 
combat prostitution, female criminal
ity and illicit traffic in women. 

Women should no more be exclud
ed from the economically active 
population in national statistics 
because they are home-makers only. 
Home-making should be considered 
an economic activity, especially when 
a woman takes care, unaided, of all 
the houshold activities which require 
more time and effort than an 
ordinary paid job. In this respect, 
women who devote their time "to 
home-making should claim the right 
to social security and some other 
forms of remuneration. 
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RECEIVED BY IWSAW ... - ~ .. ..,.. ... / ... 

Women and National Develop
ment: 
The Complexities of Change 
(Eng.) 
Edited by the Wellesley Editorial 
Committee 

Based on a conference on women 
and development held June 2-6, 1976, 
sponsored by the Center for Research 
on Women in Higher Education and 
the Professions, Wellesley College; the 
African Studies Association; the Asso
ciation for African Studies; and the 
Latin American Studies Association, 
this volume originally appeared as the 
Autumn 1977 issue of "Signs": jour
nal of women in culture and society, 
vol: 3, No.1. 

1977 by the University of Ch icago, 
U.S.A 

A Korean Classic 
The Nine Cloud Dream (Eng.) 
Korean Folklore and Classics 
vol. No.5 

"Women of Korea" 
A History from Ancient Times to 
1945 (Eng.) 

Edited and translated by Yung
Chung Kim. 
"The most comprehensive study to 
date of the status, role and activities of 
Korean women through the country's 
long history . 

Ewha Woman's University Press 
Seoul, Korea, 1977 

Virtues in Conflict 
Tradition and the Korean Wo
man To-day (Eng.) 

Ed. by Sandra Mattielli 

Publ ished for the Royal Asiatic So
ciety 
Korea Branch By the Samhwa Publi
shing Co. 
Republ ic of Korea 1977 

«Development as if 
Women Mattered: 

An Annotated Bibliography 
with a Third World Focus}} 

Prepared by May Rihani, formerly 
staff member of IWSAW, presently 
assistant director, Secretariat for 
Women in Development, New Trans
Century Foundation; with the help of 
Jody Joy, resea rch assistant to the 
above-mentioned Secretariat. 

"This new annotated bibliography 
on Third World women and develop
ment gathers a large number of 
documents with an action program
ming focus. The 287 studies annotated 

' iNS-hT~TE'~6R WOMEN'S STUDIES . :-
INTHEARABWORLO' !"~ ~~,- • 

. "'~ .:. <:t'. 
',: P.D.IB. 11:4080 ;'" ~ , 
Beiru~ University College 

. Bei ru t ;' Lebanon • 
Cable address: BECOGE ., .., .. ' 
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in the bibliography are grouped into 
several subject categories: general 
material; women in their culture and 
society; socio-economic participation; 
formal and non-formal education; 
rural development, health, nutrition 
and family planning; formal and in
formal associations; communications 
and the impact of development and 
modernization on women:' 

"With in each of these subject 
categories, documents are subdivided 
by their region of focus". 

Korean Cultural Series vol. IV 
(Eng.) 
Poetry and music of the Classic 
Age by Tae Hung Ha 
Published by Yon sei University Press 
Seoul, Korea 1977 

• 
Korean Cultural Series vol. VII 
(Eng.) 
Maxims and Proverbs of Old 
Korea 
By Tae Hung Ha 
Published by Yonsei University Press 
Seoul Korea 1975 

Woon Young's Romance 
and Other Stories (Eng.) 
Engl ish Student Association 
Department of Engl ish Language & Li
terature 
Ewha Woman University 
Korean Folklore and Classics 
vol. No.2 

Legends 
from the Hills and Valleys of Ko
rea (Eng.) 
English Student Association 
Department of Engl ish Language & Li
terature 
Ewha Womans University 
Korean Folklore and Classics 
vol. No.3 

Korean Cultural Series Vol. III 
(Eng.) 
Folk Customs and Family Life 
by Tae Hung Ha 
Published by Yonsei University Press 
Seoul, Korea 1977 

A Korean Classic 
The Story of Mrs. Sah's Journey 
to the South (Eng.) 
Korean Folklore and Classics 
vol. No.6 

A Korean Classic 
The Story of Bae Beejang 
Ewha Womans University 
English Language & Literature 
Department - Creative Writi ng 
Study Group 
Ewha Womans University Press -
Seoul Korea 1976 
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