
Integration of the Arab Woman in 
Development 

Discussed at a U.N. regional conference 
The Regional Conference for the integration of women 

in West Asian development was held in Amman, Jordan, 
29 May·4 June, 1978. . It was convened by the U.N. 
Center of Social Development and Humanitarian affairs, 
in cooperation with the Economic Commission for West 
Asia (ECWA). Ten Arab countries were represented by 
their ECWA members. The Arab League Secretariat and 
seven U.N. organizations were represented by observers. 

At the inaugral session His Royal Highness Emir 
Hassan, spoke of the importance of developing human 
resources in West Asia and emphasized the role that 
women should play in Jordan's economy arid public life, 
now that they have been admitted to the Council of 
National Guidance and given the opportunity to share in 
planning and executive action. 

The U.N. assistant secretary for the center of Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs reported about 
the progress achieved on the international ievel by the 

'. integration of women in development, following the appli· 
cation of work programs and the preparation of regional 
work plans which took into consideration the specific 

• problems of the various regions. She also indicated the 
. positive results obtained from the establishment of the 
Volulltary Fund for Women's Employment and the 
availability of resources needed to finance the programs. 

The executive secretary for the West Asian Economic 
Commision, Dr. M. Said al·Attar said that the regional 
plan of action in the West Asian countries received its 
inspiration and impetus from the political leaderships of 
those countries. He added that the general plan of action 
was based on the fundamental characteristics of the West 
Asian countries which though they represent a wide 
variety in the level of social and economic evolution, are 

yet bound together by a common cultural heritage . 
Women, he said, shOUld be given in the work programmes, 
every opportunity to serve in the various geographic, 
economic and social sections. so that they may fulfill their 
role as wives, mothers, home·makers and participants in 
economic development. 

The work plans for the integration of women in West 
Asian development were reviewed and discussed by the 
participants. The delegate of the Voluntary Fund for 
Women's Employment indicated the importance attached 
by the U.N. to the national structures which should be 
capable of hastening the realization of equal opportunities 
for women in the developmental process. She mentioned, 
as a proof, two documents adopted by the general 
assembly in 1975 and 1976: "The World Plan of action" 
and The Programme of Woman's Employment for 
Equality, Development and Peace. "Some of the projects 
financed by the Voluntary Fund were mentioned by the 
Delegate, namely: the project of improved technology for 
extracting salt, based on the utilization of woman power; 
the project of regional workshops for the development of 
planning methods; that of creating mobile units for the 
training of rural workers, etc. 

The Delegate explained that non·governmental organi· 
zations could request their government support of some' 
of the projects submitted to the Center of Social Develop· 
ment and Humanitarian Affairs for the obtainment of 
financial help. Both men and women members of the 
same family could benefit from the Fund by commonly 
sharing in development. Projects supporting rural and 
bedouin women's participation fall within the criteria 
adopted by the Fund. The same is true of projects which 
aim at helping needy women. 

SEXUALITY AND BI RTH 
CONTROL DECISION 

AMONG LEBANESE COUPLES. 

by Mary Chamy 

"NEW WOMAN, NEW FAMI L Y, 

NEW GOD" (ENG.) 
WOMEN IN THE MUSLIM 

WORLD (ENG.) 

A study in 20 pages (Eng.). includ· 
ing tables and figures, analyzing 
sexual behaviour and factors related 
to birth control decisions among 530 
women who used the facilities of the 
University Hospital Family Planning 
Program of the American University 
of Beirut in Lebanon. 

The study was published in Signs 
vol. 3, no. 1 Autumn 1971. 

Report of a Consultation on the 
Impact of World Religions on Women 
and Development, Dec. 1976, 
Washington D.C. Center of Concern 

A 24 pp. brochure, containing a 
report of the consultation, 
recommendations for future action, 
the list of 26 participants and the' 5 
Staff members of the Center of 
Concern. 

Edited by Lois ' Beck & Nikki 
Keddie 

Harvard University Press 
Cambridge, Massachussets 
& London, England 1978 
698 pp. 

"This book removes the veils of 
mystery and myth behind which 
Muslim women have long remained 
concealed from Western Eyes. 
Collected here are 33 original essays 
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written by experts who have lived 
and . studied in the many countries 
discussed. " 

AL-YANBOOH 
(THE SOURCE) 

PUBLISHER: 
NAUFAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 

BEIRUT 

. A collection of short stories by 
the Lebanese novelist Emily Nasrallah 
dealing, as in her former works, with 
certain aspects of village life in 
Lebanon, depicting some of the prob
lems which the modern young 
woman has to face in this country or 
else where_ Some of the stories carry 
the mark of the Lebanese war; they 
uphold the virtues of faith vision 
courage and sacrifice_ Othe; storie~ 
take the form of tales inspired by 
villagers' legends. The style is 
rhythmic and imaginative, suggesting 
the atmosphere of dreamland and the 
reminiscences of frustrated love and 
lost opportunities. The setting repro
duces the Lebanese landscapes and 
their colorful scenery. 
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The legal ftatul of Women in 
the Family Q fource of 

ferioul focial Probleml 
The Cairo Family Planning Asso

ciation, in a seminar held on Feb. 
14-16, 1978, published the following 
recommendations, condensed from 
WI N vol. 4, no. 3, Summer 1978: 

"Studies and research indicate that 
the status of women in family law, 
currently carried out in Egypt, does 
not offer women a proper position in 
the family, a fact which leads to 
insecurity not only to woman but 
also to her family. To be constantly 
threatened by unrestricted divorce 
and polygamy causes women to lose 
psychological, social and economic 
security and exposes them to an 
uncertain future which they dread . 
As a result of which they resort to 
more child-bearing in the hope of 
attaining this security of which they 
are deprived. The increase in ch ild
bearing results in the increase of 
population growth which is the main 
problem facing Egypt to-day, 

Recommendations of the Seminar; 
1 - To draft a comprehensive 

family code similar to the civil and 
penal codes etc. The draftirig of such 
legislation enables every person male 
or female to take cognizance of their 
rights and obi igations and of their 
specific legal status in ad.vance, ac
cording to explicit and well-defined 
texts, instead of leaving these matters 
to the subjective interpretation and 
possible controversial views of jurists. 

2 - To raise the minimum mar
riage age to the age of legal capacity 
for civil transactions for both sexes. 

3 - Since work is a fundamental 
right for women according to the 
Public law, it is not permissible to 
restrict it because of marriage. 

4 - Polygamy: it is not allowed 
for a man to marry another wife 

unless he is permitted by the judge; 
this permission to be granted on the 
basis of justifiable reasons and the 
financial ab ility to maintain both 
wives; on condition that he advises 
both wives of his marriages. If the 
wife finds her husband's second mar
riage objectionable to her, she can 
sue for a court divorce and ask for 
indemnity. 

5 - Divorce: Divorce should not 
take .effect except on the pronounce
~ent of a divorce sentence by the 
Judge at the request of either party, 
after all attempts at reconciliation, by 
means of arbitration between the par
ties concerned, have failed . The judge 
should specify in his sentence if ilny 
abuse on the part of either husband 
or wife has occurred, in order to 
require an indemnity . If divorce takes 
place outside the court it is consider
ed abusive and subsequently entails 
an indemnity for the injured party . 
Furthermore the man who divorces 
his wife outside of the court has to 
present a requisition for the registra
tion of that divorce before the proper 
authority .during a period of time to 
be legally determined_ Otherwise he 
will receive the appropriate penal ty 
set by the law. 

6 - Custody: The girl should be 
in the mother's custody till her mar
riage. The boy should remain in her 
custody till the age of 14, the age at 
which his opinion should be taken 
regarding which parent he chooses to 
stay with. I n all cases, consideration 
should be given to the conditions 
which qualify a mother to be the 
custodian of her children and, in all 
cases, the interest of the children 
should be paramount. 


