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inte9ration of 

women in rural development 

in the near east re9ion (1) 
Women provide almost half of the human resources 

in the villages of the Near East Region for agricultural 
and non-agricultural production_ 

The percentage of rural women cnnstitutes more 
than 60 per cent of the total number of women in the 
region . 

Moreover, the number of women who head their 
own household and provide for their family is on the 
increase_ 

Considering the important role assumed by women 
in the development of their families and communities, 
efforts have been made by governments and welfare 
societies to improve women's conditions and thus allow 
them to playa more active role in development. 

Programmes integrating women 
in rural development: 

A large number of programmes have been prepared 
and adopted in various countries of the region for the 
purpose of increasing women's participation in 
development. 

In Pakistan, for instance the following programmes 
exist: Social Welfare, Population Planning, Rural Women's 
centers, Youth Organizations, Village Programmes, Health 
Clinics, Child Welfare Centers, All Pakistan Women's 
Organizations, Philanthropic Associations, Cottage 
Industrial Centres .. 

In Egypt, at least 12 similar programmes have been 
created and applied. The same process has taken place in 
Syria, Jordan and Sudan. In all these countries, as well as 
in Egypt, radio and television programmes have been 
transmitted to rural families. 

Progress, however, has been slow and the results 
highly limited. The high rate of illiteracy persists among 
women, as well as the problem of malnutrition among 
children and the submission of society ro rigid traditions 
in all aspects of social life. 

Causes of sluggishness: 

1. Lack of coordination between programmes at the 

(1) Abstract of a regional study prepared under special service 
agreement with FAD, by Hassan Dawood, Cairo, June 1978. 

village level as well as with the overall development 
programmes. 

2 . Lack of well trained cadres. 
3. Lack of necessary machinery. 
4. Lack of research identifying rural women's needs. 

Some efforts have been made by FAO to promote 
studies in this field. In 1977, a study was carried out in 
Lebanon and another in Sudan on Rural Family Resource 
Allocation(2). Studies on the role of women in rural 
development are being carried out in Jordan, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, to be completed at the end of 1978. 
5 . Shortage of financial resources allocated to government 

rural development programmes. 
6 . Meagre resources of non-government programmes. 

Rural Development in Egypt: 

The Land Reform Law, enacted in 1952, did not 
exclude rural women from the categories of those who 
were entitled to receive expropriated land. But the 
emphasis it gave to the fam ily rather than to the 
individual led to the neglect of women's right to receive 
land because the benefits were directed towards the head 
of the family who is the man, and the land was registered 
in his name. The agricultural cooperatives include mostly 
men members; the new rural programmes favor men and 
neglect women . 

However in the newly reclaimed settlement areas, 
women are included in community development 
committees. 

Community development societies were created, 
composed of local people joining different committees 
whose members look after health conditions and 
economic and cultural aspects in village life. Women and 
child care programmes are part of these activities. 

Income generating activities: 

89 units for small and cottage industries in Egypt 
provide women with training and employment 

(2) See AI-Raida, Feb. 1978, No.3, p. 6. 
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opportunities in sewing, weaving blankets and carpets, 
dairy products, straw mats, etc. 

Educational facilities for both sexes are available. 
Nursery schools with a total enrollment of 1392 

children try to lessen working mothers' burden. 

Rural women in Iraq: 

In Iraq, the new Agrarian Reform Law of 1970 has 
established a new development plan for 1974-1980, which 
aims at speeding up the social transformation of the Iraqi 
rural sector. A study made in 1976 showed that though 
women constitute about 44 per cent of the total human 
power engaged in permanent agricultural work, yet the 
percentage of women who own and operate land is 
negligible to the extent that no official figures are 
available(1). Although rural women help their husbands in 
the collective farms they are not allowed to become 
members of these farms. In the cooperative farms, rural 
women do work and receive wages only during the peak 
of seasonal work. 

I raqi rural women, like thei r Egyptian sisters, have 
not been substantially affected by the Agrarian Reform 
Laws of 1958 and 1970. The principle which relates land 
ownership to the family rather than to the individual and 
allows the registration of the land in the name of the 
head of each family, has served to deprive women of the 
benefits of the Reform Laws. 

Conl:lusion 

Women in rural areas constitute a major part of the 
untapped potential of human resources. Better access to 
education, to vocational and employment opportunities, 

. will serve to improve their participation and raise their 
moral. 

Measures have been taken by certain governments to 
improve the conditions of rural women. In Jordan, Egy pt, 
and the Sudan, special departments for women's affairs 
have been created. Other governments supported their 
women's unions, as in the case of Iraq, Tunisia, Syria and 
Yemen Democratic Republic. . 

At the regional level, the Economic Commissions of 
Africa and Western Asia developed Regional Plans of 
Action for the integration of women in development. 

Special efforts are needed to change legislation which 
hampers the integration of women in the developmental 
process, more particularly agrarian reform and cooperative 
societies' laws which failed to help women. 

Qualified women extension workers are needed to 
reorient traditional rural women's programmes in 
employment, education and production. 

Local committees and organizations can also help in 
the following ways: 

Giving women better access to knowledge and 
technology, encouraging them to join cooperatives and 
credit, helping the expansion and improvement of their 
production and marketing of manual skills. 

Research studies , of rural conditions, carr:p.d out at a 
local or international level, are of great importance as a 
preliminary step to development. 

(1) See AI-Raida No.7, p. 10. 
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WOMEN 
IN POLITICS 

The Chinese man carried 
on his back three mountains : 
feudalism, capitalism and 
superstition. The Chinese 
woman carried two more 
on top of the three : 
ignorance and a man. 

Mao Tse Tung 

As early as the latter part of the 19th century, 
feminists in the West claimed the franchise for women, in 
accordance with the Human Rights Charter which 
recognized equality of rights for all people, regardless of 
sex or rac e. 

In 1893, New Zealand granted women the right to 
vote, then over 12 countries from North Europe and 
North America followed suit. In Asia, Burma was the first 
state to adopt this measure in 1922. In Latin America, 
woman's political rights were first acknowledged by 
Ecuador in 1929. During the first quarter of the 20th 
century , the number of states which granted women the 
right to vote doubled. Between 1920 and 1975 this 
number jumped from 21 to 129. 

At present, only 9 countri es deny political rights to 
women: Bahrain , Kuwait, Liechtenstein (a tiny state 
between Switzerland and Austria), Nigeria (six northern 
states only), Oman , Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates and Yemen Arab Republic. 

. Poritical Rights are not Enough 

The recognition of women's political rights in almost 
all the countries of the world does not ensure their actual 
exercise of political power. Investigation recently carried 
out in the Arab countries shows that a large number of 
women do not participate in political election and those 
wo do "often simply obey the instructions of their male 
family members In choosing among candidates," 
Newland , "Women in Politics" p . 7) . In Egypt, for exa mple, 
the number of women who voted in 1971 elections did not 
exceed one tenth of the whole body of voters. 

If we try to analyze the causes of this inertia we 
may mention at least three. The first is woman's 
traditional diffidence and feeling of inferiority. The 
second is the high proportion of illiteracy among them 
(about 85 per cent in Arab countries, 83 per cent in 
Africa) . The third is their lack of political awareness, their 
total ignorance of political affairs and of their importance 
in woman's liberation. 

The third factor is probably the most influential. In 
Mexico, for example, in spite of the cult of male 
dominance and corresponding female passivity, Mexican 
women indicated a high level of political awareness when 
they made up nearly half of the registered voters in 1953, 
the first year they were enfranchised. "India also 


