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3. I n Kuwait, serious efforts have been made for the 

purpose of improving the conditions of the disabled. The 
government provides: 1) two "Institutes for the Blind", 
2) two for the "Deaf and Dumb", 3) one "Educational 
I nstitute for the Paralyzed", and 4) two "Pre-Vocational 
and Vocational Rehabilitation Institutes". The government 
takes charge of all expenses needed by the trainees. Services 
are rendered to them while they live with their families, 
unless the family proves to be unfit for the proper care of 
the disabled person. Suitable employment opportunities are 
made avai lable to those who are able to take a job in 
sheltered workshops. 

4. I n Lebanon, the war has created at least 5000 
permanently disabled people. The services they receive are 
mainly financed by private organizations, partly helped by 
the government. Some of them, such as the "Cortbawi 
I nstitutes" in Mt. Lebanon, the "Medical Rehabilitation 
Center" at Ouzai', the "Kafa'at (Potentials) Institute" at 
Hadath, existed before the war and are still functioning. 
The same is true of the "School for the Blind" at Baabda, 
"Father Roberts' School for the Deaf and Dumb" at 
Suheileh (Mt. Lebanon) . Since 1978, in response to new 
needs created by the war, several new institutions have 
sprung up: The "Daouha Institute" at Aramoun for 
developing human potentials, the "Bait-Shabab Institution" 
for training the physically disabled, the "National Institute 
for Employment", founded through the cooperation of the 
"I ndustrial ists' Association" and the" Kafa' at I nstitute" for 
the vocational training of the physically disabled. 

Due to the large number of the disabled and the 
limited aid available, we may conclude that many of them 
have no access to proper care. 

5. In Saudi Arabia, mention has been made of the 
institutions created in 1974 for both mentally retarded and 
physically disabled persons. Moreover, a social insurance 
law, established in 1973, protects several types of workers, 
including those who have been disabled because of an 
accident. Plans have been laid out for the establishment of a 
center for the deaf and dumb by 1978-1979 and of a 

rehabilitation center for the seriously disabled. 
6. I n Syria, statistics given by the Social Services 

Department of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 
report the existence of eleven institutes for the blind, 
serving 200 beneficiaries. The accuracy of this report has to 
be verified. Voluntary associations involved in the 
rehabilitation of the disabled receive technical and financial 
help from the government. 

The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor has laid 
down plans for the establishment of several new institutes 
in and outside Damascus for the rehabilitation of the blind, 
the deaf-mutes and other physically disabled persons. 

Conclusion 

It is clear that the above report is neither 
comprehensive nor sufficently documented. Sources and 
statistics about this wide topic are scarce and not easily 
obtainable. The brief information we have recorded serves 
to show that much remains to be done by the ECWA 
countries in the field of services rendered to the disabled. It 
also shows the existence of general awareness regarding this 
problem, as we may infer from the plans made by many 
Arab states for the treatment and rehabilitation of the 
various types of disabled ch ildren and adults. 
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Women • In Development 
The Report on Women in Development, compiled by 

the Office of Women in Development of the United States 
Agency for International Development, has submitted a 
comprehensive report on its global proposed activities 
beginning in 1978. This is the result of the Act of the 
United States Congress which called for assistance to those 
programs and activities which integrate women into the 
national economies of Fo reign countries (The Percy 
Amendment). I 

Stated goals include literacy, technical and vocational 
training, compulsory primary school training, increased 
employment for women , equal opportunities for 
employment, health education and services, economic value 
of women's work in domestic food production and 
marketing, development of rural technology (e.g. cottage 

(1) Department of State, Washington, D.C., August 1978. 

industry, preschool centers, etc.) 

Each separate project is described for countries of 
Africa and Southeast Asia (the latter including only the 
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand), Latin America, and 
the Near East. 

The largest undertaking is an interregional population 
program for which a total of $135,054,000 has been 
granted. 

Latin America and the Caribbean received the largest 
amount of aid ($84,138,200), Africa and Southeast Asia 
the least ($46,172,582), while the Near East came in for 
$58,535,000. The figures would apparently indicate the 
countries wh ich A. I. D. finds most in need of assistance for 
development in the areas which particularly concern 
women. 
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