
( PROBLEMS OF THE ELDERLY 

World Assembly on Aging (WAA) 

"For the first time in human history, this genera­
tion has seen the creation of a new age group - the 
aging... Improved health conditions and control of 
killing diseases has permitted life expectancy in 
developing countries to increase at a much more rapid 
rate than at present anticipated and possibly sooner 
than anticipated". 

The above quotation is taken from a statement 
made by Mr. William M. Kerrigan, Secretary-General of 
the World Assembly on Aging (WAA) , published in its 
newsletter no. 1, December 1981. 

In the paper "Feature", published by the Division 
for Economic and Social Information, Department of 
Public Information no. 124, nov. 1981 , we read that 
"women already . form the majority of the aging in 
industrialized societies and will actually predominate in 
the Third World". 

Since women in all societies are trained for 
dependency, it will not be easy for them to overcome 
this condition in old age, even in countries where they 
have traditionally been a part of economic life. Accord­
ing to the same paper, throughout the world , in 
industrial or agricultural areas, women over 60 are the 
"poorest of the poor". 

What should be done to handle the emerging 
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problem of the needy elderly? Our answer is to make it 
easier for men and women to remain in employment 
and also to remove impediments to the elderly seeking 
jobs, particularly women. 

It is interesting to note that the participation of 
older people in the economy is much higher in 
developing countries, partly because social security in 
these countries is less available. 

The World Assembly on Aging will be held by tne 
United Nations in Vienna, Austria, in July-August 1982. 
Its Advisory Committee is made up of representatives 
from 22 member states of the United Nations, half of 
which belong to the Third World . Lebanon is included 
in this committee and in compliance with the recom­
mendation of the Assembly, a report is being prepared 
by the Lebanese Government on the conditions and 
needs of the elderly. 

In a country which has been suffering from war for 
the last seven years and has lost a large number of its 
youth as a result of war or emigration, the mobilization 
of all its potential , including elderly men and women, 
for the process of reconstruction, appears as a 
necessary step, which will solve, at least partially, the 
problems faced by the old. 

) 
STAR (Stop The Arms Race) 

Star is the abbreviation of the slogan, " Stop the 
Arms Race". It is also the emblem of the peace 
campaign organized by WILPF (Women's International 
League for Peace and Freedom) , which aims to 
register one million women who wish to stop the 
arms race . The campaign starts officially on March 8 
(International Women's Day) , 1982 and ends on the 
same .day in 1983. 

WILPF has special STAR cards for collecting 
signatures of women pacifists, and a $1 star button for 
each signature. Those interested have to fill a form 
published in the last issue of WILPF, March 1982, and 
send it to the WILPF publication address. 

How will the signatures be used? 
On March 8, 1982, all STAR registrants are urged 

to converge at the White House, where they will deliver 
the message of at least one million women to President 
Reagan that they do not want new Cruise and Pershing 
II missiles deployed in Europe. A delegation of STAR 
registrants will leave the White House with the one 
million signatures and travel to Brussels to join their 
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European sisters in delivering this same message to 
NATO headquarters. 

How will the money be used? 
The money raised from the STAR campaign will 

support national and International WILPF projects 
whose goal is to end the arms race through public 
education and action. 

AI-Raida's Response 

While we strongly support the STAR international 
campaign for peace, we urge that the call be extended 
to Eastern Europe, to Soviet Russia and to other 
countries in the Middle and Far East, in Africa and in 
Latin America. 

Our world is so interdependent and its problems 
so interrelated that it is useless to limit peace efforts to 
one part of the world while other parts are in an actual 
or a potential state of war. The hot spots of the world in 
the Middle East and in Latin America need immediate 
consideration and help. 


