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Development of Rural 

A study of "Operative Suggestions for Strengthen
ing the Role of Rural Pioneers in Family Planning and 
Development" was prepared (in Arabic) by Dr. Haifa 
AI-Shanawany, at the request of the Supreme Council 
for Population and Family Planning in Cairo, Research 
Office, 1981. 

This study is made up of three parts. The first 
gives the history of the Rural Pioneers Project, begun 
in 1964. It describes the method of choosing the 
Pioneer, defines her work as a link between the 
Services Sector and the population, shows her role in 
the field of awareness and development projects, and 
points out the handicaps faced by the project. 

The second part deals with the role played by the 
Rural Pioneers in the Population and Development 
Project. It expands the description of their activities, 
their training, their program of work, their role in 
information, the supervision, follow-up and evaluation 
of their work, their training centers and their distribution 
among the twelve muhafazats (districts). 

The third part gives "operative suggestions for 

(1) See AI-Raida, Aug. 1979, vol. II, no. 9, p.12, "Rural Pioneers in 
the Fiume District of Egypt." 
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strengthening the role of Rural Pioneers in family 
planning and development". It contains directions 
regarding the pioneer's work in family planning, health 
care, mother and child welfare, nurseries, arts and 
crafts centers and other production projects. 

The main suggestions are briefly given as follows: 
1. Participation of rural pioneers in monthly meet

ings of the advisory committee of each local unit. 
2. Coordination of work and distribution of re

sponsibilities between the pioneers of social affairs and 
those of family planning. 

3. Preliminary training of population and develop
ment pioneers should be remunerated for the period of 
the first three weeks. It should be carried out in the 
training centers of Social Affairs directorates. 

4. Selection of distinguished pioneers for supervi
sion, and tile follow-up of a group of pioneers laying out 
a work p~an for them. 

5. Encouraging women's clubs and centers affil
iated with Social Affairs by securing cooperation 
between Social Affairs and Population and Develop
ment pioneers. Financial help to the clubs could be 
supplied. 

This list is followed by a detailed work plan for rural 
pioneers in the fields already mentioned. 
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Conference of the National 
Alliance of Lebanese Women 

The National Alliance of Lebanese Women held its 
second conference at the Carlton Hotel on May 8, 
1982. It was presided over by Mrs. Linda Matar who 
said in an opening word that the creation of the Alliance 
came as a response to the needs imposed by the 
present circumstances. The aim of the conference was 
to give a comprehensive view of wcmen's demands in 
political, legal, economic and educational fields, based 
on cooperative work between representatives of both 
sexes and of various communities. These demands 
will thus be brought, early enough in time, to the 
attention of the future President of the Republic and will 
serve to enlighten the Lebanese people regarding the 
necessity of progressive reforms. 

Here is a summary of the most outstanding claims 
and recommendations presented by the Conference: 

1. Elaboration of a unified system of personal 
status laws to apply to all Lebanese communities. 

2. Reform of the electoral law to include, as a first 
step, the elimination of its sectarian basis. 

3. Elimination of all forms of discrimination 
against women in the field of political leadership and in 
all other fields of employment. 

4. Extending social security to cover all citizens, 
including mothers and children. 

5. Extending maternity leave to three months with 
full pay. 

6. Checking the unlimited expansion of monopo
lies by encouraging cooperatives and establishing a 
systematic control of prices. 

Mrs. Janine Rebeiz proposed the creation of a 
Ministry of Women's Affairs, directed by women, as a 
transitional step to the stage of complete freedom from 
sexual discrimination, the stage to which all women 
aspire. 
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