
Demographic Structure of the Lebanese Population(1) 
Under the above title, Dr. Francois Farah, of the 

Lebanese University, gave a lecture in which he made 
use of statistics showing certain anomalies in the 
Lebanese "age pyramid". 

During the war, he said, the emigration of males 
between 20 and 40 led to a decrease in the number of 
the active group, i.e. those whose ages range between 
15 and 50. 

Compared with the number of women between 20 
and 25 and even between 30 and 35, the number of 
men of the same age group presents a ratio of 1 0 men 
to 13 women. 

Another anomaly lies in the number of the 
Lebanese of the first age group, i.e. those less than 15 
of age, who in 1973 numbered 42% of the population, 

(1) Given at the Second National Conference on Demographic Policies. 
See p. 10 of AI-Raida, no. 1, 1982, no. 22 
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while in 1975 this group did not exceed 23% in France, 
21.5% in Sweden and 20.8% in Germany. 

The Lebanese belonging to the second age group, 
the one between 15 and 64, numbered in that same 
year 52.4%, while in France those of the same age 
group reached 63.5%, in Sweden 65% and in Ger
many 64%. Since that time no significant change in the 
above statistics has taken place in Lebanon. Com
pared with the percentages given by developed coun
tries, the Lebanese figures indicate (1) a high fertility 
range and (2) because of the reduced number of active 
population, a low percentage of productivity, leading to 
a low standard of living. 

Dr. Farah concluded by recommending that the 
LFPA be given the opportunity to play an efficient role 
in planrftng and carrying out solutions for this and other 
demographic problems in Lebanon. 


