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claims for a progressive status and for the appli­
cation of child welfare plans. 

VI. Woman's Role in the Family 
Several studies pointed out that the prevailing 

family pattern in rural areas is the extended family. 
However, they failed to show the impact of the 
family type on the status of woman and the 
upbringing of children. 

The influence of family laws on the mental 
health of mother and child was studied. Fear of 
divorce or polygamy may lead a woman to opt for 
a large family. One study showed the unhealthy 
influence exerted on children: 

1. by parental dissensions. 
2. by the father's passiveness regarding the 

upbringing of children. 
3. by the unequal status of the spouses before 

the law, as reflected in the laws of divorce and 
guardianship. Family tension and disruption affect 
the morale and the mental health of children. No 
experimental studies have focussed on this topic. 

Finally, the studies fail to answer the following 
question: Does a working woman's double role 
favorably or unfavorably affect the child's develop­
ment? 

Most of the studies adopted the demographic 

statistical method, neglecting that of the social 
historical method. Conclusions were more descrip­
tive than analytical and explanatory. 

Moreover, the bulk of the studies were ex­
ecuted in urban areas, taking educated women for 
a sample and overlooking uneducated working 
women. 

Critical Remarks Concerning Studies on Chil­
dren's Status. 

Briefly condensed they are: 
1. Scarcity of special studies on the social 

upbringing of children, priority being given to the 
study of fertility and child mortality. 

2. Scarcity of studies on child labor. Child 
labor seems to have dwindled in rural areas, but no 
studies have been made of it in urban areas. 

3. Regarding methodology, most studies on 
children were demographic, giving statistical re­
ports without trying to show their social and 
economic factors. 

(l) Abstract of a study published by the "Population and 
Family Planning Board", Research Office, sponsored by 
the Supreme Council for Population and Family 
Planning in Egypt, July 1981. 

Revival of the Veil and its Causes (1) 

In a report on a seminar on higher education 
organized by the "National Center of Sociological 
and Criminal Research" in Cairo, Nov. 1982, Dr. 
Zeinab Ridwan analyzed the factors behind the 
recent rebirth of the veil among university women 
students and concluded that this phenomenon 
which started in 1967 may indicate: 

- an attempt by Moslems to create a substi­
tute mode of behavior to the secular thought, 
values and mode of behavior which have invaded 
Eastern society from the West. 

- a revival of Islamic culture and ideology, 
aiming to stem the spreading tide of militarism and 
technological power. 

- a healthy reaction in developing countries 
against the wave of luxury and extravagant con­
sumption which is being encouraged or imposed on 
the Third World. 

A sample study carried out among women stu­
dents of the three leadi ng un iversities of Egypt: 
Cairo, Alexandria and Ain-Shams, led to the fol­
lowing findings: 

1. Most of the veiled students of the sample 

belong to families whose education was limited to 
the intermediate stage. The veil is used less fre­
quently among girls whose fathers have reached the 
university level. 

2. The mothers of veiled students had less than 
an intermediate education. 

3. Veiled students received their orientation 
directly or indirectly from religious leaders, reli­
gious books and magazines or from courses on reli­
gion. 

The motives which led them to wear the veil 
were: 

1. The religious motive (73%1. 
2. Fear of the Judgment Day and of Eternal 

Suffering (18.5%), a reason derived from religious 
belief. 

According to the sample, girls should start wear­
ing the veil at the age of fourteen. 

(1) Quoted from an article published in Arabic in Majallatul­
U1um-i1-Ijtima'yya Uournal of the Social Sciences), 
Kuwait University, no. 4, year 10, December 1982, pp. 
300-301 

5 


