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The Problem of Illiteracy in Egypt (1 ) 

A. Increase in number of illiterates: 
In spite of the decrease in the number of 

illiterates fom 70.3% in 1960 to 65.3% in 1966, 
the absolute number of illiterates has increased 
from 12.7 million to 13.8 million during the same 
period. The increase is due to the high rate of 
population growth. 

B. Professional illiteracy, i.e. lack of profes­
sional training, is more widely spread than "alpha­
betical illiteracy". The number or professional 
illiterates reached 94% of the total number of 
those 15 years old and over in 1976. 

C. Percentage of children not in school: 40% 
in 1960; about 30% in 1976. 

In 1976, less than 1% of the total number of 
illiterates completed studies in the illiteracy elimi­
nation classes. 

D. Inability of the educational system to 
handle the illiteracy problem. Causes: 

1. Environmental cultural retardation: 
deficiency of the educational stimulus in the child's 
envi ron ment. 

2. Incorrect order of educational priorities: 
a. Absence of clear educational goals at 

the primary level. 

b. Theoretical approach to education 
unattractive to students. 

c. Costly process with little income. 
3. Imbalance of the income distribution 

structure: 
a. Inability of poor families to afford t he 

expenses necessary for education . 
b. Poor health conditions retard mental 

development. 
c. Poor quality of teaching. 

E. Treatment of the Problem: 
1. Eliminating poverty and creating a favor­

able home atmosphere. 
2. Improving methods used for eli minating 

illiteracy. 
3. Creating educational policies which are in 

harmony with economic, social, political, ed uca 
tional, cultural, and organizational pOlicies. 

(1) Outline of an article by Khaled Abdallah Loutf i, Popu­
lation Studies, no. 62 , July/September 1982, pp. 
79-82 _ 
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Women's Social Role - How It Relates to Her Self-Concept (1 , 

The author of the study raises the following 
questions: 

1. Does a working woman's self-concept differ 
from that of a non-working woman? 

2. Do working women and non-working 
women perceive the concept of a "woman's role" 
differently? 

3. Do they perceive differently the conflict 
surrounding a woman's role and the significance of 
that conflict? 

The experimental group of the study consisted 
of 50 married women, aged 23 - 45; each had one 
child or more, and each was a university graduate, 
working outside the home. To this sample was 
added a control group of 50 women who did not 
work outside the home but who were of the same age 

and had the same status and education as the work­
ing women. 

The study consisted of eight chapters, of which 
the first five presented the objectives cif the study, 
its importance, the various theories rega rding a 
woman's role, her social condition and the dif­
ferent concepts of the ego. 

In chapter 7, she discussed the methodology of 
her work and reported on a preliminary enquiry, in 
which she had interviewed ten housewives who 
fulfilled the conditions of the sample. Th is enquiry 
revealed two kinds of self-concept among inter­
viewees: the traditional which limits a woman's role 
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to that of wife, mother and housekeeper; th e 
equalitarian which gives both husband and wife 
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