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3. The majority are concentrated in a few 

areas, while other areas remain underpopulated. 

4. Unemployment and emigration to urban 
areas are two factors in the family economy: about 
30 % of the potentially active population are 
unemployed; 60% of Moroccan families live in 
rural areas; 90,000 of them emigrate every year to 
seek employment in cities, and some emigrate to 
European countries. 

5. Emigration and unemployment affect the 
personality of the child who feels alienated in a 
new environment, or suffers from want because of 
h is father's unemployment. I n the latter case, he is 
expoSed to malnutrition and to poor sanitary 
conditions which make normal growth impossible 
for him. 

Role of the State 
The State has recently stepped in to help needy 

parents secure decent lodgings, to provide for their 
children's nutrition and education and thus to 
prevent family disruption. The intervention of the 
state has partly deprived the fathers of their tradi­
tional authority and has forced them to face prob­
lems of bureaucracy, red tape and unequal distribu­
tion of opportunities. 

Problems facing the social functions of the 
State 

1. Unemployment among youth. 
2. Delinquency of adolescents. 

Statistics of 1971 show that 42% of the youth 
below 15 years of age are in schools; the rest are 
either inactive or employed in rural areas, or in 
domestic or industrial sectors, where they are 

exposed to exploitation . Many of them are 
abandoned by their parents and are dragged into 
delinquency . 

Reports on interviews with women working in 
the textile industry or as domestic servants, cover­
ing the last section of the book, point out the fol­
lowing problems: 

1. Alienation of women migrating to cities. 
2. Double burden of women who have to 

work in and outside the home. 
3. Frequent divorce among poor families; 50% 

of working women are divorcees. 
4. High proportion of women in the rug­

weaving and textile industries whose national 
income is evaluated at millions of dirhems, while 
the women who constitute the backbone of these 
industries live in poverty . 

5. Needy, illiterate and unemployed women 
turning to prostitution. 

6. The state of domestic servants who are 
looked down upon, overworked, exploited and 
excluded from the labor code. 

Conclusion 

This brief account (200 pp) of sexual relations 
in Morocco leads the author to conclude that these 
relations will carry the mark of fraud and 
hypocrisy as long as men retain their despotic and 
anti-social attitude, especially when it is ratified by 
law. 

Modern changes in Moroccan society have 
created new family problems: disruption , emi­
gration, unemployment, and state intervention. On 
the other hand, traditional behavior tries to perpet­
uate the domination and exploitation of the popu­
lation by privileged, ruling classes, working to 
monopolize the country's wealth. 

Adab-ul·Mar J a fil·Jazirah wal Khaleej ii-Arabi (1) 

(Women's Literary Output in Arabia and the Arab Gulf) 
The K u wa i ti author of this book, Layla 

Muhammad Salih, started writing at an early age. 
She has contributed to Kuwaiti newspapers, maga­
zines and radio and television programs. In 1978, 
she published her first book on women writers in 
Kuwait. That same year, she obtained a "licence" 
in literature from the Arab University of Beirut, 
and expects to do further study. 

Her work on women's literary production in 
Arabia and the Arab Gulf consists of short biogra­
ph ie s of about 40 women poets, short-story 
writers, journalists and contributors to radio and 
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television programs, followed by excerpts from 
their writings. She includes writers from Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

In her introduction, the author points out the 
importance of the recent literary revival in Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf countries, particularly among 
women . Her book, which gives glimpses of these 
works, reflects common characteristics and aspira­
tions among the women of that area. She conducts 
personal interviews with the authors, gaining first­
hand information about their experience and ac-
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tlvltles. She admits that, in her compilation , she 
did not follow any selective pattern, but joined 
together those who achieved some distinction in 
their writings and those who are still at the experi­
mental stage, provided that some of their output 
has been published in papers or magazines. 

As a matter of fact, it is possible for those who 
have been following the recent literary movement 
in the Arab world, to detect the multiple influ­
ences exerted on these women by the modern 
literature of other Arab countries, like Egypt, Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanon, literature which, in turn, has 
been influenced profoundly by Western literature. 
The published excerpts include poems, short 
'stories and articles. Most of the poetic specimens 
take the form of prose poems or free verse. They 
contain local color, internal dialogues and other 
devices of modern expression. The short stories fol­
low the emotional, jerky style of the prose poems, 
reflecting an intensity of feeling, a sense of 
alienation and an attitude of rebellion against tradi-

tional concepts, as well as against traditional 
literary forms. 

Most of the writings revolve around women's 
personal problems, complaints and protests. In a 
few cases, they describe the misery of unprivileged 
classes. The limited area in which they move leads 
these women to seek variety in expression. There is 
an emphasis on form and a real effort toward in­
novation in style. Some of them, especially those 
who came in direct contact with Western literature 
in foreign universities, reveal the impact of contem­
porary English and other Western literary models. 

To this group of educated women, who live in 
a state of relative seclusion, and have little oppor-

. tunity for recreation and self-expression, writing 
constitutes an escape and a form of relaxation. It 
also reveals daring and sincerity among many of 
them; talent and ambition among others. 

(1 ) Published in Kuwait, AI-Yaqza Press , 1982 . 

Family· Kin Relationships in Contemporary Kuwait Society (1) 

During the last three decades, there has been a 
continuing debate over the impact of urbanization 
and industrialization on family-kin relationships in 
Kuwaiti society. 

Studies concerning this topic in Arab countries 
are few: those that have been done all postulate 
the persistence of strong family-kin relationships in 
spite of urbanization. The study conducted by Dr. 
Fahed Thakeb AI-Thakeb examines those relation­
ships from the following standpoints: general con­
tact between family and kin, mutual help in need, 
business partnerships among relatives, marital 
relations and contact during leisure time. 

The study produced the following findings: 

1. About 35% of the sample visit their relatives 
every day; 45% visit them weekly . Visits are more 
frequent among those who form part of an extend­
ed family. Women exchange visits less frequently 
than males but they converse by telephone more 
frequently. 

2. Assistance in times of need is extensive 
among all segments of the sample: assistance in 
cases of sickness, old age, child care, need for 
employment, counseling, financial aid. The first 
priority of assistance goes to brothers and sisters, 
then come parents and cousins. 

3. In the field of business, 24% of the private 
businessmen in the sample have partners who are 
also kinsmen; 27% of those employed in govern­
ment administrative offices have re latives, mostly 
brothers, in the same department. Those belonging' 

to the upper socia-economic class or to the 
younger generation show some deviation from the 
above line of conduct. 

4. In the recreational field, 76% of the sample 
spend their leisure hours with members of their 
nuclear fam i ly; 11 % w ith relatives and friends. A 
large proportion of the educated youth and of the 
upper socia-economic stratum prefer spending 
their leisure time with friends instead of kinsmen. 

5. Endogamous marriages persist in 48% of the 
sample. Of these, 79% married their cousins . This 
practice tends to diminish among the highly edu­
cated and the upper socia-economic classes. With 
the spread of education and further contact be­
tween the sexes, endogamous marriage is expected 
to become less and less popular. 

6. Inter-Family conflicts are difficult to study 
because Kuwaitis in general like to save appear­
ances and to pretend that all is well within their 
families. 

As a conclusion, family ties are on the whole 
quite strong among Kuwaiti families but they are 
beginning to weaken among the educated youth 
and the upper socio-economic strata, showing their 
adaptation to new conditions and to a modern ized 
way of life. 

(1) Ab st rac t of a Ql1riv conducted by Dr. Fahed Thakeb 
AI-Thakeb, publi shed in Arabic in the Annals of the 
Faculty of Arts , Kuwait University, Vol. 3, 198 ::! . 
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