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Constitution. It is probable that many cons­
stituents of Islamic law are in agreement with that 
principle but it is also certain that other con­
;tituents are not. 

In classical law the principle of equality is 
considered most fundamental. The Algerian cons­
titution of 1976 gives it special emphasis when it 
states that all discrimination based on prejudices 
of sex, race, or profession is condemned (art. 30 in 
fine). Moreover, "AII citizens are equal in rights 
and obligations" (art. 39); "Law is the same for all, 
whether it serves to protect, to restrain or to 
repress" (art. 40). 

The Algerian constitution adds that "the State 
is bound to cancel all economic, social or cultural 
obstacles which limit equality between citizens, 
hamper the blossoming of the human personality, 
and prevent the effective participation of all 
citizens in political, economic, social and cultural 
development" (art.41). 

The above texts clearly show that no division is 
made between the political and the civil rights of 
women . In this respect the Algerian constitution 
d iffers f rom other Arab constitutions such as that 
of Morocco, which restricts sexual equality to 
po litical rights; and the Egyptian constitution, 
which specifies that "the State ensures for women 
the means for concil.iating their domestic duties 
w ith their outside work, their equality with men in 
t he political, social, cultural and economic fields, 
but without any prejudice to Islamic principles". 

Equality,free from all restriction is also required 
by the National Charter which declares that 

"Woman's promotion is both an imperative of the 
spirit of justice and equality, and an exigency 
dictated by the dialectic of progress,democracy and 
the harmonious edification of the country". The 
basic principle of equality entails two conse­
quences: first, no particular obligations may be 
imposed on any category of citizens, second, no 
particu lar rights may be granted to any category. 

These consequences are in contradiction with 
certain solutions admitted by Islamic law and 
applied in many instances in the family code, 
mainly in the cases of unilateral repudiation, 
polygamy, and inheritance. 

It is true that legislation in many Moslem and 
Arab countries has endeavoured a good many years 
to promote women's condition. Certain measures 
have been taken to restrict polygamy and to limit 
unilateral repudiation by imposing the judge's 
arbitration. No matter how commendable the 
efforts have been .. they fail to hit the root of the 
problem in Algeria because they do not respect the 
spirit and the letter of the constitution which 
affirms sexual equality. 

Conclusion 
Both the National Charter and the Constitu­

tion, the only texts that have been adopted by 
refe rendum, agree on the recognition of the 
citizens' equality in all rights, including sexual 
equality. It remains to be seen whether legislators 
will profit from the fundamental texts at their 
disposal and endow Algeria with a family code 
which will provide such equality constitution. 

Dr. Saniyya Habboub: Death of a Pioneer 

In the November 1, 1982 issue of AI-Raida, in 
"Pioneer" Section, a short account appeared on 
the life and achievements of Dr. Saniyya Habboub, 
the first Lebanese woman doctor to study 
medicine abroad. 

Exactly one year later AI-Raida is sorry to re­
port the death of this pioneer of women's educa­
tion and emancipation in Lebanon and the Arab 
World. Dr. Habboub died at the age of 82 after 50 
years of devoted medical service during the 1st 
week of September 1983. 

In a posthumous tribute to this outstanding 
woman An-Nahar newspaper published one of her 
articles written in 1948 and addressed to young 
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university women students'<l)ln this article Dr. 
Habboub says: 

When I meet a young university student en­
tering the campus, her head raised, free of 
worries and agile, wearing light clothes with no 
veil covering her head; a great happiness rises in 
me and I cannot but go 20 years back to when 
I was in the place of this young sister, dreaming 
of seeing her one day as I am today. The 
"Dream" has been realized my girl, you are 
now where you should be, a normal, natural 

(1) An-Nahar 11/9/83, page 11, Beirut, 



Dr. Saniyya Habboub with Prime Minister 
during ceremony awarding her the "Health 
Medal of Merit" May 19, 1982. 

element of the Un iversity ... You are not any­
more a subject of surprise, mockery, or shame; 
nor 'an unnatural event, a strange undomesti­
cated bird isolated from the flock. You are 
now with your sisters, a bead among many in 
the university necklace; preparing, arming and 
training yourself for the battle of life exactly 
like a young man, because the battle will unite 
you. There is no benefit for you my girl nor 
advantage for him to separate your potentials. 
You should rise and be his help and his asso 
ciate for you will be a good mother as much 
as he will be a good father; you will be a good 
citizen as much as he will be one. You will be if 
you want a doctor, a teacher, an engineer, a 
lawyer ... like him. You will be an enlightened 
and educated woman capable of establishing a 
home, creating a society, and building a nation. 
Whether you will have a profession or not, you 
will be a cornerstone to modern society and 
you will walk hand in hand with the man as 
you are walking today at the university like 
two friends, without burdening him with your 
ignorance, weakness or fright. He will feel the 
lightness of your hand and the broadness of 
your mind next to him and your footsteps will 
become lighter and you will run forward 
together, as if you were about to fly... (2) 

This encouraging, even exhilarating vision of 
woman by Dr. Saniyya Habboub was written 35 
years ago, 20 years after she had graduated as a 
doctor from the American University of Beirut. It 
was written after she witnessed the bitter fight 
between two factions at the university, one that 
wanted to admit women as students and the other 
strongly opposed it. It also came at a time when 
she saw the number of women students rise at 
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Beirut University College (then the Junior College) 
from 3 students in 1925 to 200 in 1948. 

A lot has been said about Dr. Habboub's relent­
less.. work as a gynecologist in her own practice in 
Bab Idriss and her work with the Red Cross, the 
Muslim Orphan's Home and the Young Women's 
Muslim Association. Yet, the most appropriate 
account of her was given by Dr. WHliam Stoltzfus, 
ex-president of Beirut University College. He des­
cribed her life as a "get-started signal" for the 
professional lives of many Arab Women. 

(2) Translated from Arabic. 
W. Stephan 

(~ ___ LE_C_T_U_R_E ____________________ ~) 

Miriam Cooke Claire Gebeyli, 
10 June 1983 

One of the highlights of the month of June at 
Beirut University College was the lecture given by 
Dr. Miriam Cooke of Duke University on 
"Women's Literary Responses to the Lebanese 
C i v i I War". Attended by a large number of 
individuals including many women writers, poets, 
and academics. The lecture, organized by the 
Institute of Women's Studies in the Arab World, 
was one of many Dr. Cooke gave during a tour of 
Arab Gulf and South-East Asian countries at the 
invitation of American Embassies in the region. 

Because of her knowledge of the Arabic and 
French languages, and having lived some time in 
this part of the world, Miriam Cooke was able to 
understand and analyze the literary production of 
many Lebanese women writers first hand. It was 
this factor, added to a poetical and vivid oratory 
style, that gave her lecture such authenticity and 
impact. 

After a brief analysis of the way most women 
writers in Lebanon chose to talk about the war, 
Cooke concentrated during the rest of her lecture 
on Claire Gebeyli's poetry of war, called "Billets" 
The "Billets" being a series of political commen­
taries of some thirty lines which focused on an 
event or an incident that had touched the poet. 
These commentaries were published weekly in the 
F re nch-Ianguage newspaper L'Orient-Le Jour, 
"They were a celebration of life that was harsh, 
violent and ugly, but defiant of death"; sum­
marized Cooke. 
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