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1984, .the Beginning of a New World 
Communication Order? 

Last year was declared by the UN General Assembly and by the UN 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) as World Communication Year. 

Talking about World Communication leads us to mention the First 
Conference of Non-Aligned Information Miriisters (COMINAC) which was held 
on the 26th of January 1984 in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Addressing the delegates, Indian Prime Minister Indira Ghandi expressed the 
hope that the Non-Aligned Information Ministers Conference would help 
"decolonize" news. What Mrs. Ghandi meant was that Third World Nations 
should reduce their dependence on the international news agencies and call for a 
"new world information and communication order based on justice and equality". 

According to the Indian Prime Minister, non-aligned countries should be 
conscious of the "special contribution that the media can make to development 
and social change, they should also try and learn from one another's experience 
more than from that of affluent societies". 

We at the Raida have been aware of the importance and necessity of 
improving communications not only with local women's organizations and 
individuals, here and in the Arab World, but also with all our readers wherever 
they may be. 

Moreover, and throughout the past, we have become aware of the increasing 
trend towards media saturation and of the way public life is starting to invade 
the hours, days and weeks of the individual's private world. 

We have also noticed how the media tend to encourage a consumer mentality 
by advocating the "good life" but also failing to provide the means and methods 
to achieve it, let alone the capacity to be able to criticise it. This we believe is 
particularly true for women who are often lured by the media to live lives that 
do not correspond to their social or economic reality. In addition is the fact that 
images of women in the written press, television and p opular fiction are usually 
that of passive, dependent creatures with few concerns except within the 
domestic or romantic spheres. It is not surprising then to find more and more 
women in the Arab and Western World who are trying to counterbalance this 
image by producing their own magazines, journals, radio, TV programmes and 
establishing their own publishing houses. 

We do hope that the articles we have induded will help start a dialogue 
between u s and our readers, not only about the role of women in the media but 
in all spheres of their lives. In this present issue of Al-Raida we focus on some of 
the problems Arab women encounter with the media in their countries. 

In order to start this dialogue, which we believe is essential to a New World 
Communication order, we have added a new section to our journal entitled 
"Open Forum". This is a section open to all our readers who wish to voice their 
ideas, write their commentaries, suggestions or articles on any issue pertaining to 
women, preferably Arab ones. 

Write to us and you 'll be heard. Wafa'Stephan 
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