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Some voices are now calling for women's par
ticipation in the New International Information 
Order in what seems to be a process simi lar to that of 
"integrating women into development". This call 
declares Karl must be carefully analyzed, otherwise 
women may end up being "integrated" into a new 
international information order as detrimental to 
themselves as their "integration" into much of 
"development" has been ... 

According to the writer, the "integration" or 
participation of women in a male-dominated sys
tem is not sufficient, other basic changes are 
needed as well. These changes involve trying to get 
more media coverage about women, more stories 
and positive images of women in the press in order 
to help change public attitudes as well as women's 
self-images. 

But, warns Karl, attention must be given to the 
quality of the coverage as well as to the quantity. 
The media could very easily increase the amount of 
information about women without becoming any 
more responsive to their needs. 1V'0reover, pressure 
should be exerted on the media to discontinue 
those practices most damaging to women - like 

sexist ads, the use of sexist language in journalism, 
etc ... 

Hand in hand with these efforts, says the 
writer, is the patient work of research and 
documentation of the anti-women bias of the 
media and the collection of data on the negative 
image of women in the media, on the lack of ap
propriate information and on discrimination of 
women in media jobs. 

This is the new material for consciousness 
raising and changing public opinion, declares Karl. 
Awareness that media images are taken for granted 
and accepted even by women themselves is a first 
step for enlisting support and organizing to bring 
changes in the media's treatment of women. 

* The following article is an abridged version of a piece 
written by Marilee Karl for ISIS. an International 
Women's Information and Communication Service. It 
was published in 1983 (p.189) in their Resource Guide 
for Organization and Action. Entitled "Women in 
Development" this Guide has sections on Women and 
Multinationals - Rural Development - Health -
Education a nd Communication - Migration and 
Tourism - Latest Resources. 
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Second Family Planning Conference 
( Beirut, 3 - 5 November 1983) 

While Lebanese Politicians met in Geneva for 
the first National Reconciliation Conference in 
November 1983, the Lebanese Family Planning 
Association was holding its 2nd Evaluative 
Conference on the Status of Women in Lebanon. 

Present at the conference was a large number 
of delegates from women's organizations, 
universities, government offices, the Lebanese Red 
Cross Society, IWSAW, and members of the Press. 

At the end of the gathering the participants 
issued a Seven Points Recommendation Paper 
based on the following: 

1. The situation of women in Lebanon cannot be, 
looked at in isolation but only within the 
Lebanese social context. Women's problems are 
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social ones that should be the concern of all 
men and women involved in the social field. 
Therefore, any improvement of the women's 
status in Lebanon will have to be considered as 
an improvement in the status of her family as 
well as her society. 

2. The situation of Lebanese women at present is 
tragic but not only because of war. It is in fact 
the result of a long history of discrimination 
and neglect and therefore cannot be solved 
instantly with a stroke of a magic wand. 
The solution of women's problems in Lebanon 
needs an accurate knowledge of social reality 
and serious scientific investigation, as well as 
conferences, workshops and seminars which 
will help awaken public opinion and local 
leadersh ips. 



(~ ____ C_O_N_F_ER __ EN_C_E_S_. ________________________________________________ ~) 

3. The Lebanese National Council of women 
should take the initiative to push its affiliated 
societies to review their memberships and 
reorganize their executive committees. After 
that" the various local women's organizations 
should coordinate their activities in order to 
save time and duplication of tasks, to be more 
effective in the improvement of women's status 
in Lebanon. 

4. The participants realize that a large part of 
wo m en's problems in Lebanon stem from 
socialization at home which differentiates 
between girls' and boys' roles. It continues at 
school with sexist schoolbooks, then at the 
workplace where there are "feminine" and 
"masculine" jobs and prevails in all society." 

The role of the media is important in this 
respect for it should educate people about 
sexual discrimination through special TV and 
rad io programs. 

5. Lebanese women suffer from poor working 
conditions and have a low participation rate in 
the workforce when compared to men. With 
increasing inflation, decreasing social services 
(due to their disruption by war), the 
participants called for a series of studies to be 
undertaken in order to analyze the economic 
situation of women during the war. 
Some of the suggestions include: 
increasing the number of child care centres 
giving women the chance to do secretarial jobs 
at home 
giving them the opportunity to do "service-jobs" 

at home (like ironing - mending - cooking for 
families) 
encouraging poultry and bee raising in rural 
areas 
encouraging the creation of green houses. 

6. Due to the war situation in Lebanon, women 
and their familie's are facing increasing 
problems that call for immediate action namely: 
problems of war widows. 

unemployment due to closure of shop factories 
and offices 
school absente ism 
increase in the level of illiteracy especially for 
women 
lack of vocational gu idance 
lack of adequate health care facilities, health 
guidance, and family planning programs. 
problems of orphans and outdated adoption 
laws 
problems of citizenship for children of foreign 
fathers (the law in Lebanon gives the Lebanese 
nationality only to children born of a Lebanese 
father) 
lack of specialized recreational and educational 
programs for children on radio and television 
problems of rural women who have suffered 
differently as a result of the war. 

7. The participants reiterate their belief that 
women's problems have a negative effect not 
only on women but on the family and society 
as a whole. Therefore, they urge all those 
responsible to take these problems into serious 
consideration. 

Euro-Arab Social Research Group Conference 

(Amman, 18 -20 Nov. 1983) 
The Euro-Arab Social Research Group held its 

Annual Conference in Amman, Jordan, from 
November 18 to November 20, 1983. 

Present there were researchers from Lebanon, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, 1V0rocco, France, Italy, 
Germany and Switzerland who discussed the topic 
of V\iorking Women and Family Structure . 

The conference was opened by her excellency 
Mrs. In'am AI /VIufti, Minister of Social 
Development of Jordan and for three days, the 

people conferring centered their discussions on two 
aspects of the problem of working women and 
family structure, namely : the "Ievels of reality" 
and the "theories and methods" utilized. 

The "Ievels of reality" referred to the family, 
the image of women, attitudes and behavior, 
health, leisure, sexuality, family formation and life 
cycles as well as emigration and migration. 

There was also a special focus on the 
micro-determinants of the work of women, using a 
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