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natural, historical or archeological sites in a 
Lebanon most of our pupils had never seen, or had 
forgotten from the days of their childhood. And 
much worse was our moral dilemma over severe 
punishment for lying or cheating pupils who 
experienced the moral and social chaos around 
them , knew that harmless citizens were being killed 
by the thousands or had even sometimes seen 
innocent people murdered before their eyes and 
knew the murderers went unpunished. No matter 
how we tried to defend the moral principles we 
were implementing I do not think that these 
youngsters were really convinced of their practical 
value . It is this which makes me worry most about 
the future of our country. 

At University 
My experience as instructor m a University 

College proves that I have every reason to worry. 
Here I am dealing with adult young men and 
women who came of age during the war. Most of 
them belong to, or sympathise with , politico
confessional parties that have accentuated 
fanaticism, hatred and bigotry. Most of them will 
not accept ideas or attitudes that differ from their 
own . Higher education is no longer a quest for 
knowledge and a search for truth, but a way to 
acquire a degree , whether deserved or not. (But 
then , who got only what he deserved in those last 
ten years?) Therefore, any means are justified to get 
the necessary grades for that degree: arousing pity, 
arguing, cheating, and last but not least, threats. 
What is horrifying is those students' total lack of 
any sense of responsibility: whatever is amiss , they 
are never to blame; the fault lies always with others. 
That, and those young minds immersed in violence: 
No matter what example I ask them to give in class, 
they mostly cite something related to violence. In 
this, at least, they are not to blame. 

Black as this picture might be, there are 
nevertheless a few wonderful spotlights that brighten 
it: I think of the student who still conscientiously 
reads every reference book I recommend; of the one 
who comes to me after class to discuss this or that 
point; of that other one who asks for more material 
by and about a poet whose poems he/ she liked; of 
the student who gives me the prose or poetry he/she 

wrote privately, asking me to evaluate it; of the 
students who go on giving us excellent plays in 
spite of the difficulties they have to face . 

It is those students who still make teaching a 
wonderful experience, and who give us a spark of 
hope for the future. 

Dr. Jamal Karam Harfouche . 
Pediatrician * 

My position during the war in Lebanon was that 
of bewilderment and pondering. I tried to do things 
but contrary to the pre-war years where I was 
actively involved in women' s organizations, the 
women's struggle etc .. I stood watching. 

Till now I don't know the causes of this war nor 
its consequences . I am against war and I don't 
believe in it even on the international level. War 
doesn ' t solve problems , on the contrary it creates 
new ones. 

I feel very distant from the concept of war and its 
aspects. Even the people whom I considered close 
to me became alien when they started getting 
involved in the war a.nd I stopped seeing them. 

I believe this war is the biggest evil that has hap
pened to Lebanon and is above the capacity of a nor
mal individual to handle. 

All my interests during the past nine years have 
been centered on my scientific research because I 
found out that words do not reach people any more. 
Before the war writing an article or giving a speech 
used to have an impact. Now the one who does not 
carry a kalashnikov is not heard by anyone and is a 
nobody. 

I believe that the only way to reconstruct a new 
Lebanon is to create a new Lebanese individual. 
The most important thing this new individual must 
have is morality and a good solid upbringing. For if 
a nation does not have morality it can never 
succe~d ... 

" Dr. Harlouche is Professor Emeritus of Maternal and Child Health at 
the American University of Beirut and advisor to many local and in
ternational health organizations . 
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