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A: The women of Tyre for instance were among the 

first to organize manifestations against the 
French Mandate and to demand the vote in the 
1940's . I remember very well how women used 
to demonstrate in the streets when I was very 
young . 
Also, during the last 15 years , there were many 
direct political actions by the women of Tyre, 
and this in a very overt and noticeable way. 

Q: Being based in Paris and travelling a lot as part 
of your work, what image do you think people 
have about Lebanese during the past nine years 
of war? 

A: I think that the Lebanese woman was a party in 
the war and not just a spectator. In general she 
is of course m.ore moderate and has been a 
moderating or a reconciliating element in many 

cases. She has been more involved in human 
problems than in political ones . She was not on 
the forefront of the political scene but has backed 
many political leaders. 

The Lebanese woman has been deeply involved 
in social and medical problems , which gives her 
a very respectable image abroad. But it is not 
enough to be a woman, you have to have other 
qualities to succeed in life. To be a woman can 
sometimes be a handicap. So you have to 
overcome this handicap and demonstrate that you 
are not only a woman but can play the role you 
have been asked to play . 

Q: What are the future plans of your Association? 

A: Parallel to the archeological projects, the 
association is conscious of the importance of 
human and economic development in Tyre . This 
is why it is planning to build a cultural centre 
and a documentation centre that would be used 
by all the people of the region. The Association 
is also planning to set up an office for the 
planning and reconstruction of the modern city 
of Tyre which has been badly destroyed by the 
war. It would also like to set up an «Artisanat 
Centre» which would help bring life back to 
local traditional arts and crafts. 
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Workshop 

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY 

Under the sponsorship of the Institute for 
Women's Studies in the Arab World a Workshop 
on Arab Women in Industry was held in Ayia 
Napa Cyprus from May 21 to 23, 1984. 

The workshop, which was financed by a grant 
from the Ford Foundation, had as its main 
objectives the indentification of relevant research 
topics and methodology in the Arab countries. 
Delegates from Egypt, Jordan, Tunis, Algeria, 
Yemen and Lebanon presented country reports. 
Dr. Barbara Ibrahim of the Ford Foundation, 
gave the working paper in which she set a frame 
of reference for the activities of the following 
three days. 

Research reported revealed that industrialization is 
opening new opportunities for gainful employment 
for women. However, such industrialization is 
creating new problems (e.g. reinforcing occupational 
segregation , exploitation of female labor) for women 
themselves and their families. 

The getting together of a group of women 
researchers in the Arab World was helpful in 
indentifying priorities for further work in the area. 
An agenda for research with emphasis on 
methodology was developed on three levels: 
societal, household, and factory. The following are 
recommendations that emerged from this encounter: 

The participants agreed that it was important to pool 
efforts in order to come up with methodological 
guidelines based on their research experience. The 
main purpose of this exercise was to give 
researchers general recommendations and guidelines 
to help them design specific methodologies for data 



collection and analysis that would be appropriate for 
regional comparisons. 

The following guidelines and recommendations were 
suggested: 

A. Preliminary Tasks: 

Develop a network of Arab scholars, researchers 
and planners in order to: 

1. Establish common definitions 
concepts, e. g. economic activity, 
industry . 

of key 
types of 

2. Collect and review existing work (both 
within and outside the region) on each 
research topic . 

3. Disseminate, and circulate research results. 

B. Research Design and Execution 

1. Build on existing data sources, either by 
undertaking secondary analysis or adding 
time points in order to design longitudinal 
studies. There is a general need for 
longitudinal approaches in many of the 
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research areas proposed. 
2. Show greater sensitivity to the historical 

context, and concern for establishing the 
linkages between macro and micro levels of 
analysis . 

3. Use an approach where interdisciplinary 
research teams may be genuinely 
cooperative . 

4. Define the sample population rigorously. In 
most cases, it will be preferable to focus ,the 
analysis on the household of manual 
workers. 

5. A void large-scale research or complicated 
analytic schemes because the returns do not 
generally justify cost and effort . For many 
of the proposed topics, clearly-defined 
designs and basic methods are appropriate. 

6. Define target beneficiaries of the research 
carefully and then involve women, wherever 
possible, In planning and implementing 
projects. 
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