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into some humanitarian activity. This contradicts his 
former affirmation that a woman is unable to free 
herself from jealousy without the marriage bond. 

Among Freud's contesters was a scientist called Eric 
Erickson who said that the biological influence in 
woman's psychology is due to her physiological cons
titution which fits her for pregnancy and the other 
arderous tasks resulting from it. This does not mean, 
Erickson says, that she is a masochist who finds 
pleasure in suffering but that she is physically prepared 
to accept it as an inherited, psychological phenomenon. 
He concluded by saying that a woman is dominated by 
her physiology which compels her to seek motherhood. 
To prove his argument, Erickson resorted to an experi
ment by which he asked a group of 150 girls and 150 
boys, before whom he placed a collection of varied ob
jects, to use them for building or creating anything they 
liked. The result was that the girls started making 
household articles while the boys were occupied with 
other kinds of work . Erickson here committed the same 
error as Freud when he drew his conclusions from an in
adequate or unconvincing experiment. It is a well
known fact that a girl, as soon as she is born, receives a 
different treatment and orientation from that of a boy, 
just as the idle women treated by Freud lived in a milieu 
that favored the development of nervous troubles. The 
capacities of each sex are never limited to one type of ac
tivity. It is the environment which imposes on each of 
them a different way of life. On the other hand, it has 
been found by anthropologists like Margaret Mead who 
carried out research work among the tribes of New 
Guinea (North of Australia), that in tribes which do not 
differentiate between males and females in orientation 
and socialization, women do not show any difference 
from men in character and behaviour. In her study of 
the Chambolee tribe, she discovered that the kind of 
training given to women developed in them the mascu
line traits of authoritarianism and administrative ability 
while their men formed the passive and less responsible 
group. 

Society is responsbile. 

Women are generally considered by society as more 
negative and less self-reliant than men. The latter are 
believed to be more capable of logical thinking and 
more ready for aggression and retaliation. But the most 
recent studies have proved, as we have just mentioned, 
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that society is primarily responsible for creating the dif
ference. As long as boys receive a :different orientation 
and treatment from that given to girls, it is impossible to 
make a final conclusion regarding the existing dif
ferences. We all agree that the influence of environment 
on people in general is tremendous. We know that en
couragement and support can transform a coward into a 
hero, an average person into a capable individual. We 
also know, on the other hand, that unjust and harsh 
treatment may turn a talented person into a retarded 
one, an honest individual into a crook and an eccentric 
into a fool. We equally notice that a woman may act 
stupidly and feign softness and dependence because 
these traits are supposed to be the marks of femininity. 

Rose Ghurayyib 

Reference : "Readings in the Psychology of Women", New York , 
1972. 

Eugenism in Theory 

and Practice 

The 19th century witnessed the end of a number of 
old theories which dominated the scientific field long 
before the dawn of our scientific age. One of them is the 
theory of spontaneous generation which gave way to the 
discovery of microbes by Pasteur (1822-1895) who was 
able to prove that contagious diseases and other forms 
of infection were due to microscopic organisms called 
microbes. Another theory which became obsolete was 
that of the fixity or unchangeability of forms or essences 
of living creatures which was replaced by Darwin's 
theory of evolution (1859). According to this biologist, 
change in living forms is a condition imposed by 
"natural selection", which means that nature works to 
insure the reproduction of the organisms most fitted for 
life in their environment and the elimination of those 
unable to adapt themselves to it, which thus tend to 
disappear or become extinct, like dinosaurs and mam
moths. Mendelism, the system of inheritance elaborated 



by Mendel (Austrian, 1822-1884), did away with the 
"dictatorship" of heredity, showing the complexity of 
this science and the impossibility of achieving, through 
the application of its laws on humans, the same results 
obtained in the field of plants and flowers. 

This same century saw the rise of a movement called 
"eugenism", derived from "eugenics", a science which 
aims at the improvement of the human species through 
the control of human mating. At the same time, another 
movement, called "malthusianism", showed up as a 
complement to eugenism. It was inaugurated by Mal
thus (1766-1834), who recommended the limitation of 
births in order to prevent poverty and famine. The idea 
was taken up by Galton (1822-1911), a fervent adherent 
of eugenism and originator of this term as well as that of 
eugenics. 

Galton believed that the quality of human beings 
should be improved by applying the laws of heredity 
but, since acquired characteristics, as shown by 
Weismann (1834-1914) cannot be inherited, the im
provement should be made by encouraging the 
multiplication of gifted individuals. This is done by 
natural selection, as already affirmed by Darwin but the 
action of nature is slow and irregular; hence it sh,2uld be 
accelerated through man's intervention, which can be 
done in two ways: first, encouraging highly talented 
people to have a large progeny; second, limiting the 
number of children of average people and sterilizing the 
mentally retarded and other handicapped individuals. 

In the meantime, the theory of racial segregation 
began to spread, affirming the superiority of certain 
races and recommending the forbidding of intermar
riage between superior and inferior or undeveloped 
races. Books dealing with this topic were circulated, 
dividing the world population into three races: the 
negroes, the mongoloid or yellow race, the caucasians 
including the Aryans, the Germans, the Anglo-Saxons, 
the Alpines, the Mediterraneans. The superior groups 
included the Germans, the Anglo-Saxons and other in" 
habitants of central Europe. 

Eugenism discouraged intermarriage between 
superior and inferior groups. Emigration from 
underdeveloped countries to developed ones was 
limited . In Indiana, U.S.A., a law decreed, in 1907, the 
sterilization of the feeble-minded, the epileptics, the 

criminals, the sexually perverted, the alcoholics and the 
"degenerate patients." In 1935, in California, ten thou
sand were sterilized. The U.S. Government issued a law 
limiting the emigration to the States of those coming 
from Eastern and Southern Europe because they were 
supposed to carry the genes of inferiority. The term 
"gene" means "the element of the germ plasm that 
transmits a hereditary character and forms a specific 
part of a self-perpetuating acid in the cell nucleus." 
Cooperation between genetics and eugenics increased 
and genetic councils were created to advise spouses. 
However, the abuses committed by the Nazis who sub
dued eugenism to the service of political issues reduced 
the enthusiasm of eugenicists. 

Another drawback appeared when a British gene
ticist, Lionel Penrose discovered, after meticulous 
research, that feeble-mindedness was not a uniform 
disease, determined by one gene, but was the result of a 
complexity of causes. This discovery showed the futility 
of anterior sterilizations. 

The slow results obtained through the selection of 
genes failed to meet the expectations of eugenism en
thusiasts. Interest in the movement declined until it ac
quired adherents like Herman Muller (1890-1967), an 
American geneticist who denounced the campaign 
which attributed racialism to promoters of the move
ment and initiated a system of positive activities based 
on the notion of germinal choice. The use of artificial 
insemination favored the reproduction of individuals 
most endowed physically, mentally and morally. A 
sperm bank was created by means of donations con
tributed by the multi-millionaire Robert Graham, for 
the purpose of allowing the inter-fecundation of sper
matozoids and ovules of individuals with an intelligence 
quotient over 140. 

Clinical Genetics was taught as a medical discipline 
when in 1952 the first Chair for this science was 
established in one of the French universities. Genetic 
consultation centers developed in many countries of 
Europe and America. Consultation became more signi
ficant when, in the seventies, the first technique of 
prenatal diagnosis of fetus anomalies was developed. 
This technique permitted an early detection of those 
anomalies during pregnancy, leading to therapeutic 
abortion. This operation permitted also the detection of 
the sex of the expected child. 
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The following are some of the diseases detected by 
means of prenatal diagnosis: mongolism (in 90070 of 
cases), hemophilia, chorea of Huntington, falciform 
anemia, congenital malformation. 

Prenatal diagnostics are usually performed in cases of 
"risky pregnancies", when couples are informed about 
the risk they might incur by planning to have child
ren. But in the majority of industrialized countries, a 
systematic control of pregnancies is made in order to 
check the development of the fetus and detect eventual 
malformation in the nervous, renal or cardiac systems. 

Prenatal diagnosis of anomalies, encourages couples 
to attempt risky procreation, because they know that, if 
the fetus shows any malformation, it will be revealed 
and abortion will follow. But it may happen that, in 
some cases, an immune and sound child may be himself 
a carrier of a gene which will transmit the disease to his 
progeny. 

Whatever the consequences, this practice has allowed 
biology to have its share in promoting eugenism. 

Rose Ghurayyib 

Excerpts from an article by Nadine Fresco "Le fil rouge" (From 
Galton's Theories to ADN Tests): Lcs Cahiers du Grif. Editions 
Tierce . Automne 1987. 

Sex Tours' 'in the Far East" 

Within the period which followed the proclamation 
of the Philippines' independence, 1946, the country 
became one of the few states where a woman occupied 
the highest position in the Government. Corazon 
Aquino was elected president of the republic in 1984. If 
we also mention that the Philippine women include hun
dreds of physicians, business managers, university pro
fessors, and that they form two thirds of the law 
students in the country, we might conclude, from the 
above facts, that the Philippine woman has ' achieved a 
high degree of freedom and modernism. But other facts, 
unfortunately, contradict this conclusion. 
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A handful of prominent women will not prove that all 
women have been libt:rated, just as a handful of rich 
people in any country will not indicate that all the in
habitants enjoy a respectable standard of living. A 
country is really prosperous when all the inhabitants 
without exception enjoy the rights claimed for them in 
the U.N. Charter. On the contrary, when wealth and 
freedom are monopolized by a minority group, this 
constitutes a form of injustice which is a cause of com
plaint all over the world. 

In the Philippines, as in South Korea and Indonesia, 
prostitution is a flourishing trade. Its tools are the so
called "sex-tours" and the night clubs where young girls 
are used to entertain passengers and customers. To the 
same category of exploitation centers, belong the 
"friendship clubs" represented by agencies and offices 
in charge of marrying young girls or selling them by cor
respondence. These clubs are numerous in Manila where 
they maintain relationships with correspondents from 
several countries or choose to specialize in one country. 
Their customers are Japanese, American, European or 
Australian. Prostitution is considered illegal in the 
above countries, yet it continues to be a prosperous 
trade, yielding huge profits to its dealers. The latter are 
the owners of night clubs, the organizers of sex-tours, 
the keepers of cabarets, where customers are provided 
with illustrated pamphlets and folders containing ample 
information and attractive photographs of young girls 
who are ready for marriage or for sale at reasonable 
prices. Everyone interested is invited to choose the girl 
who meets his desire through her picture and her 
qualifications and the agreement is made on the spot. 

What is it that induces a European or an American to 
own a young girl from the Far East? Factors are varied. 
One of them is the infatuation that a foreigner arouses 
in another foreigner. Just as the oriental girl is attracted 
to the blue-eyed, fair-skinned occidental. Aside from 
his money, the European or American fellow is at
tracted by the black eyes, soft hair and brown skin of 
the Oriental woman, and the stories he hears about her 
easy temper and submissive character. Among the can
didates, there may be the man in need of a servant to 
take care of him in his old age or who suffers from 
chronic disease and requires a nurse to look permanent
ly after him. 


