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W(u)Im~'~ institutes all over the world are 

familiar with the rush involved in administrating work­
shops for women in development not to mention the 
sense of achievement afterwards. 

This past year has been just that for us here at IW­
SAW. The Director, Dr. lulinda Abu Nasr and Project 
Manager, Mrs. Anita Nassar had us running all over the 
place preparing and following up eight Income Generat­
ing workshops for displaced Lebanese women, and pre­
paring a book fair for children on behalf of the Leba­
nese chapter of the International Board on Books for 
Young People (LEBBy), among other projects in addi­
tion to the daily routine of the Institute for Women's 
Studies in the Arab World. 

The Income Generating Project. 

The Income Generating project has been in the 

lWSA W's Income Generating Workshop 

making for years. It started in 1989 when IWS.A W felt 
a responsibility and obligation to answer the pamful cry 
of needy families, especially, displaced women who had 
no formal education or skill to earn a living or support 
their families. 

The Income Generating Project started with a 
market study to examine products and commodities that 
were in demand and could be produced by these wom­
en in their homes. Knitting, embroidery, arabesque 
w~ll frames, and other folkloric handicrafts were found 
to be marketable. Consequently, IWSAW conducted 
preliminary training ses~ions for approxi.mately sixty 
women, supplied them wIth the raw matenal, and upon 
completion of the work marketed and sold the products. 
The products turned out to be so impressive, they were 

purchased by some of the leading retailers in the city 
Consequently, in less than a year, the Income Generat­
ing Project hosted more than one-hundred and twenty 
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displaced women. 

In 1990-91, The Income Generating Project was 
expanded and given a new perspective. This time the 
goal was to include young displaced girls who ~ere 
only three years old when the war broke out and, conse­
quently, had been denied proper schooling. Hence, now 
at eighteen they are illiterate and do not have any skills, 
or hope of earning a living. Therefore, IWSA W studied 
the possibility of conducting workshops to teach them 
alphabetiz"ation, basic living skills and knowledge and 
to provide specialized training and job placement. 

The team of the Income Generating Project con­
ducted a number of surveys to get a current update on 
~he needs of the displaced women and girls, to identify 
Job demands in local markets and secure ready job op­
portunities. Training personnel and training centers 
were located. Then the candidates were screened care­
fully to place the right person in the right workshop. 

. ~other unique characteristics of the workshops 
IS the mcorporation of IWSA \V's Basic Living Skills 
Program (BLSP)(1) for semi-litetate women in the form 
of a half-hour lesson at the end of each day. The les­
sons covered elements in nutrition, child care home 
management, family planning, civic education, environ­
ment and legal rights for women. 
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Startin~ December 1990, IWSA W launched eight 
workshops sImultaneously. Two Sequin embroidery 
workshops were given at the Institute, hosted sixteen 
participants. A Flower arrangement workshop was also 
~o~ducted right here in IWSA W's offices for eight par­
tICIpants. Furthermore, IWSA W assisted and cooperat­
ed with the Ministry of Social Mfairs and provided 
fun dings for material and trainers for workshops in ad­
ditio~al. sequin embroidery and Facial and Make-up 
techmcian workshops. One participant is getting on­
location, live training in hair-dressing in a Beauty Sa­
lon. IWSA W's training in knitting which recruited sixty 
women in the past is now offered to an additional forty 
women. The new participants are trained in knitting 
skill~ as well as ~n the marketing of the finished goods 
and m bookkeepmg. The women meet with our social 
workers in small groups in the homes of some of the 
part~cipants. A workshop to teach women skills in op­
eratmg factory sewing machines is still in progress for a 
period of six months, under the auspices of the "Mouve­
ment Sociale". There are five participants in this work­
shop. 

Children's Book Fair 

IWSA W's concern for women includes suppor t 



) 
--------------------------------------------------------~ 

Photo: The Participants of the IWTC Workshop 

and assistance in child care, proper education and gen­
der socialization. Hence, IWSA W administers, sup­
ports and participates in a number of projects for pro­
moting proper care for children. Books, the importance 
of reading and play are the primary goals of IWSA W's 
activities for children. Therefore, support and assis­
tance is sought and received from international, regional 
and global groups, in addition to volunteer work and 
contributions of women from the Lebanese community. 

In cooperation with the Lebanese Board on Books 
for Young People (LEBBY), IWSA W organized a chil­
dren's ·Book Fair on the campus of Beirut University 
College (BUC) on Saturday May 18 and Sunday May 
19, 1991. The Fair included a book exhibition of select­
ed books, a puppet theater, story-telling and story­
reading and seven educational games. LEBBY mem­
bers, IWSA Wand BUC student volunteers all worked 
to set-up the fair on campus. IWSA W 's Puppet Theater 
Project was responsible for preparing the script, the mu­
sic and the training of the actors. The children loved 
the play which was shown twice a day. The book fair 
was a successful event which brought together a num­
ber of children, who had been denied safe outdoor activ­
ities for the past sixteen years, on a sunny spring week­
end on the beautiful campus of BUC. 

The earnings of the fair are to be channelled into 
the expansion and promotion of IWSA W's Portable Li­
brary Project. So far, twelve portable libraries have al­
ready been distributed to various concerned groups and 
organizations throughout the country and more are be­
ing produced and prepared. 

As a summer activity, LEBBY is opening the chil­
dren's library of IWSA W to the community two after­
noons a week. Women from the community volunteer 
to read and tell stories to children. The children are 
taught to respect and love books, learn to use the li­
brary, do individual readings and group story telling and 
story reading. 

IWTC Women's Computer Desktop Publishing 
Workshop 

IWSA W is particularly grateful to The Interna­
tional Women's Tribune Center in New York for the op­
portunity it gave us to expand our knowledge and skills 
in using our computer for desktop publishing. This is­
sue of Al-Raida is a fine example of IWTC Women's 
Computer Desktop Publishing Workshop's contribution 

For two weeks, the Editor of Al-Raida was gener-
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ously received by the staff of IWTC, who kindly hosted 
nine women from women's institutes in the Caribbean, 
Pacific, Africa, The Middle East and Asia. We were in­
troduced to various desktop publishing programs, word 
processing, data base, and spreads heats for Macintosh. 

The entire staff of IWSA W has benefited from 
this workshop. We have acquired additional knowledge 
and skills using our Macintosh and will soon be adding 
an additional terminal and starting a computer network 
in the office. Al-Raida and IWSA W thank IWTC and 
its staff for their generous contribution to the improve­
ment and development of desktop publishing tech-
niques for women in the world. • 

(1) In the early 1980s IWSAW designed a Basic Living 
Skills Program (BLSP). The BLSP consists of a comprehen­
sive information kit addressing the needs of illiterate and 
semi-literate women in health, nutrition, child care home man­
agement, family planning, civic education, environment and 
legal rights. Social workers are trained to give the lessons in 
the simple forms designated by the manual of instructions. 
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Dorothy Salhab Kazemi: 
Ceramics 

passed away in 
the summer of 1990. Her work remains evidence of her 
sensuous talent for turning clay into language. Her stu­
dents from BUC speak of her with a passion. She has 
taught them not to be afraid to work with the soil, and 
to feel what they do. 

"The Islamic print is evident; the circle and 
the square; the Arabic calligraphy; the cross mark­
ing the symmetry; and the blue color which is an im­
portant element of Islamic art. 

The art of Dorothy Salhab Kazemi is a harmo­
ny between Eastern and Islamic culture." (1) in her 
memory, one cannot but acknowledge the sensibility 
and sensitivity of her character and her soul illustrated 
in her art. 

"Along with functional pottery, Dorothy created 
sculptural pieces that express a sensuous duality be­
tween nature and the human body . . .. In the undulating 
curves and indentations, in their soft and time-worn tex­
ture, the forms strongly evoke echoes of a primordial 
age when nature and man were one."(2) 

I feel my way through, she said, Clay is a sen­
sual material, and there is an interaction between 
me and the material which almost directs itself. I 
simply follow that interaction, from piece to piece, as 
I feel the forms. Some people say my work is erotic; 
they give it a limited definition that views eroticism 
with a narrow vision. For me, all life is an erotic 
manifestation. (3) 

Dorothy Kaz'emi was the first Lebanese woman 
ceramist (4). She said that, since childhood, she has 
loved "the feel of pottery, the round, full, voluptuous 
perfection of form born of clay and fired to the durabili­
ty and texture of stone." (5) 

Dorothy started out with an Associates of Arts 
from Beirut University College (BUC), when it was 
still Beirut College for Women (BCW). During her 
junior college years she traveled to Denmark for a stu­
dent's summer course (6). The trip was important in 
determining the path of her life later on. A great deal of 
that summer was spent seeing exhibitions of Danish 
pottery, ceramics. glass ware and making friends, which 


