
To be A.U.B. 

By Hala Habib (*) 

To be or not to be 
A question facing A.U.B. Or was that a warning 

Not to go on with signing 

Proudly the clock stood tall 
Next to the aged College Hall Signing the treaty to be 

That will change history 

But a bomb of illiteracy in the nation 
Tried to wipe out our education Making lords of oil 

Toil their soil 

Reducing to rubble 
A sign of trouble While the white flag flow 

Our fingers crossed we lie low 

(*) Hala Habib is a student of Mass Communication at Beirut University College. She has a talent in 
poetry writing and we wish to encourage her to develop and share her poems with us. 

The Difference Between Intentional Homicide and Murder in the First 
Degree: A Woman 

It is a classical scenario of money 
and power, still it is an ordinary 
crime. He did not use the simulation 
of illusions, nor did he play tricks to 
suggest psychological disturbances. 
He did not manufacture a scheme or a 
conspiracy. But according to the 
investigation, he simply shot her in 
the head while she lay next to him in 
bed and then claimed that she had 
committed suicide. 

The couple was young and 
wealthy. A significant portion of their 
extravagant lifestyle was financed by 
her filthy rich father, who spoiled her 
lavishly. Before and after marriage, 
her father provided for her wardrobe, 
repeated plastic surgery for her nose 
and teeth, her annual travels and so 
on. When the husband commented 

on her expenditure, she was known to 
snap back by saying that since it was 
not his money, he had nothing to 
complain about; and at other times, 
according to the two maids in the 
estate, she would threaten that she 
made him what he was and she could 
easily destroy him. 

Mind you, he was not exactly a 
nobody himself. He was educated, 
upwardly mobile and hard working. 
He studied law in Paris, where he 
worked in a reputable law firm and 
published a book. When he returned 
home and married her, he was 
appointed senior manager in her 
father's company. He was known to 
mix with some of the most reputed, 
powerful personalities in society. He 
was also known to have a temper. In 
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fact he admitted to having a bad 
temper and added that hers was even 
worse. 

They lived in a luxurious home in 
one of the wealthiest neighborhood of 
the suburbs. The house was a gift 
from her father. 

On the night of the crime, the 
couple hosted friends for dinner. She 
was her usual elegant self. Some 
friends said that she was generally a 
cheerful person, while the husband 
claimed that she was moody. 
Anyway, on that night, the guests left 
at around 1.A.M. He watched a 
video, while she supervised the two 
maids clearing and cleaning the 
expensive china. The maids retreated 
at 3.30 A.M. and the couple prepared 
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