
DOlllestic Violence 
Against WOlllen 

in Jordan 
ArwaAamiry 

A Jordanian weekly recently reported 
that a man surrendered to the police and 
confessed to slaughtering his daughter 
'like a sheep'. He killed her because she 
was pregnant, even though the lover was 
willing to marry her. As soon as the father 
found out about the pregnancy, he went 
home, asked the visitors present to leave, 
took a sharp knife from the kitchen and 
dragged his daughter to the roof where he 
slaughtered her. 

What is of relevance 
here is not the fact that 
honor crimes are still com­
mon in Arab society at the 
end of the twentieth centu­
ry, but that the verdict of 
the courts does not seem 
to sanction such practic­
es. Her lover was not con­
Sidered guilty since she 
had accepted his advanc­
es. The fa ther was found 
guilty of killing his daugh­
ter, but since she had vio­
lated traditions, values 
and customs, and got her 
father 'beyond himself , 
his punishment consisted 
of six days in prison start­
ing with the day of her 
death and the confiscation 
of the murder weapon. 

Thus , not only was a 
woman slaughtered like a 
sheep, not only did tradi­
tion condemn her behav-

ior. but also by the legal 
system, lawyers and judg­
es. For most people, par­
ticularly for women and 
children, 'the family is the 
most violent group to 
which they are likely to 
belong. Despite fears from 
the contrary, it is not a 
stranger but so-called 
loved ones who are most 
likely to assault, rape or 
murder' (Dobash and Do­
bash, 1979, p .7) . 

The aim of this article is 
to present research find­
ings on family violence in 
Jordan conducted in 
1988, by the Center for 
Women's Studies at the 
University of Jordan. The 
aim of the research was to 
compile data that would 
stand as evidence for the 
existence of domestic vio­
lence and support strate-

gies for raising public 
awareness on the issue. 

Members of the center 
searched for evidence of 
the existence of violence 
in the Jordanian family. 
Ho-wever, as is the case 
in many countries, facts 
were not available . There 
were only indications of 
one or another form of 
violence in the family. 
Women are generally un­
willing to speak up. They 
are often ashamed and 
blame themselves think­
ing they had provoked 
the men. Women also 
want to project a good 
impression about their 
marriages and therefore 
prefer to keep silent. 

However, in spite of the 
silence that surrounds 
family violence, the mem­
bers of The Center for 
Women's Studies did find 
indicators upon talking 
to psychiatrists, lawyers , 
hospitals and the police 
who confirmed the exis­
tence of domestic vio­
lence, but none had any 
data on its extent or 
severity. 

A questionnaire was 
distributed to 56 stu­
dents at the University of 
Jordan. Violence was de­
fined as: 'any behavior 
that aims at subjugating 
and controlling another 
person through intimida­
tion, threat, psychologi-
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cal, verbal or physical 
means.' The Pwer and 
Control Wheel (the fig­
ure on the next page) 
specifying type of abuse 
was included to help re­
spondents recognize the 
type of violence occurring 
in their home, if applica­
ble. An enclosed matrix 
also served to help them 
identify the violator and 
the victim. 

Eighty six percent of 
the students answered in 
the affirmative to the 
question: 'Is there abuse 
of any kind in your fami­
ly?' Inti-midation was the 
form of violence that pre­
vailed among 75 percent 
of the students. The sec-
ond most common 

the mother abuses the 
children, the male chil­
dren abuse the female 
children. In 1989, my stu­
dents and I looked into 
homicide cases in the fam­
ily. The Jordanian society 
is known to be safe, and 
non-violent. It did not sur­
prise the police that only 
85 murders were reported 
in 1989. The killers were 
identified in 75 cases, and 
included 72 men and 3 
women. The victim was a 
woman in 31 out of the 72 
cases. In all of these 
crimes the killer was a 
close member of the fami­
ly, namely the father, the 
son or the husband. 

The important conclu-

sive research is needed to 
determine, more accurate­
ly, the prevalence of do­
mestic violence. 

It is also incorrect to 
say that only social mis­
fits abuse members of 
their families. 'Seeking 
the causes and sources of 
violence and crime 
through emphasis on 
pathological individuals 
or deviant relationships 
has been an important 
activity of those who 
would ignore that violence 
is endemic.'(Dobash and 
Dobash, 1979, p. 17). The 
fact that 86 percent of the 
families on a group of stu­
dents at the University of 

form of violence was 
emotional abuse, 
which 40 percent of 
the students claimed 
was practiced in 
their families. Physi­
cal abuse was report­
ed by 33 percent. It 
is important to note 
that the same stu­
dent/person is often 
subjected to more 
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jugation of women to 
accept, internalize 
and, in due time rein­
force the correspond­
ing social norms 
takes place early in 
their lives. 

than one form of vio­
lence. Abuse of the 
mother was ascer­
tained by 50 percent 
of the students and it 
reached the point of phys­
ical violence in 21 percent 
of the families. 

These data are similar to 
the ones published in a re­
port of a group of experts 
meeting to discuss the is­
sue of violence against 
women. The meeting was 
set by the United Nations 
and resulted in recogniz­
ing that violence against 
women in the family and 
society is pervasive and 
cuts across income levels, 
class and cultural lines. 

When the matrix was 
filled. the hierarchy of 
abuse became clear: the 
father abuses everybody, 

abuse the female 
children. 

sion to be drawn from this 
research on homicide is 
'that an extraordinary pro­
portion of killings take 
place in the home and 
that women are much 
more likely than men to be 
slain in their roles as 
wives or inmates than 
men as husbands' (Do­
bash and Dobash, 1979, 
p.17). 

It is important to reiter­
ate that the findings of 
this study should be treat­
ed with caution because 
the sample is relatively 
small and the data are 
based on the children's 
accounts of violence in the 
family, and not that of the 
mother. More comprehen-

Acts of violence can 
be understood only 
in the context of the 
hierarchy of family 

authority. That the socio­
cultural patriarchal sys­
tem uses violence to 
maintain its order became 
a public issue recently. 
American Judge William 
Sweeney posed the ques­
tion: "Why do we have so 
many victims of battery?' 
Answering the question, 
he stated: "This society, 
historically, presumes 
men's superiority. If you 
grant this presumption, 
then superiority has to be 
validated if challenged. 
How do you validate it? 
Ultimately \vith physical 
force" (Sweeney, 1981) . 

Power differentials be­
tween men and women, 
which are internalized 



ISOLATION 
Controlling what 
she does, who she 
sees and talks to, 
where she goes. 

EMOTIONAL 
ABUSE 
Putting her down 
or making her feel 
bad about herself, 
calling her names. 
Making her think 
she's crazy. 
games. 

INTIMIDATION 
Putting her in fear 
by: using locks, ac­
tions, gestures, loud 
voice, smashing 
things, destroying 
her property. POWER 

AND 
CONTROL 

Trying to keep her from 
getting or keeping a job. 
Making her ask for mon­
ey, giving her an allow­
ance, taking her money. 

USING MALE 
PRIVILEGE 
Treating her like a 
servant. Making all 
the "big" decisions. 
Acting like the 
"master of the 
castle" . 

through socialization of 
both sexes, is the primary 
variable that preserve ine­
quality. It is reinforced by 
the patriarchal rule, 
which is essentially a so­
cial structure of subordi­
nating women to men 
(Delphy, 1984) . 

The function of the pa­
triarchal system has been 
and continues to exert a 
strong influence on the 
persistence of battering 
women in the family . It is 

SEXUAL ABUSE 
Making her do sex­
ual things against 
her will. Physically 
attacking the sexu­
al parts of her 
body. Treating her 
like a sex object. 

Making and/or car­
rying out threats 
to do something to 
hurt her emotion­
ally. Threaten to 
take the children, 

Making her feel guilty 
about the children, us­
ing the children to 
give messages, using 
visitation as a way to 
harass her. 

maintained a nd perpetu­
ated by the women's si­
lence. Something must 
be done to stop the abuse 
of women in the home. 

Dr. An.ua Aamiry, 
Professor 

Department of 
Psychology 

University of Jordan 
Amman, Jordan 
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Man stabs divorced sister in fit of anger 

By Rana Husseini 
Specia/IO rile Jore/wl Tilll es 

AMMAN -- A 25-year-old 
Wihdat woman was stabbed 
by her brother Friday and 
was listed in critical condi­
tion, according to the Civil 
Defence Department (COD) 
and family sources. 

The woman , identified as 
Taghrid A., had had an argu­
ment with her husband, who 
immediatly di vorced her the 
same day (Friday). 

The woman. a mother of 
two, sought , refuge at her 
brother's house, according to 
family sources. 

A Family member told the 
Jordan Times, an argument e­
rupted between the brother, 
identified as M.A., and his 

May 15, 1994 

siste r regarding Taghrid 's 
fight with her husband. 
~ According to the family 

member, the brother asked 
hi s sister to return to her hus­
band ' s house. The woman 
refused, the source said. and 
when the argument reached 
a deadlock ~M.A . drew a 
knife and stabbed hi s sister 
in the stomack several times . 

The woman was rushed to 
Al Bashir Hospital for treat­
ment. Hospital sources to ld 
the Jordan Times that the 
woman's condition is 
critical. 

According to relati ves, the 
woman's brother is being 
he ld by police pending fur­
ther investigations. 

Police refused to give de­
ta il s of the incident. 
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Brother kills sister, 
drops nephew in the street 

By Rana Husseini 
Special (0 (he Jo rda ll Tilll es 

AMMAN -- Zarqa police 
have reveal ed a murder case 
which in volves the di vorced 
mother of a reported ly mi ss­
ing child. 
~Zarqa police have de­

tained a suspect in 
connection with a crime 
that was commited two 
weeks ago and involved a 
wandering child whose 
whereabouts had been ad­
verti sed in the loca l papers 
by the police on Dec. IS. 
The two-year-old was 
found in the Zarqa streets 
on hi s ow n. 

Police sources said that 
after pl ac ing the ad vert is­
ment with the boy's pic ture 

in local newspapers. a 
Zarq a citi ze n was able to i­
dentify the boy and to ld the 
police that he knew the 
child li ved with hi s father 
abroad . 

Acting on the informa­
tion from the wItness, 
police started investi gating 
the case and learned that 
the bro ther of the mother 
had commited the crime. 

A police source the 
Jordan Times the brother 
confessed to having killed 
hi s sister because she was 
frequently leaving the 
house without hi s knowl­
ed ge and he suspected she 
was see ing somebod y. That 
made him kill her. 

The brother, who has not 
been identified, to ld the po-

lice on Dec . 10, he killed 
her. He we nt with hi s s ister 
(the victim) by the Zarqa 
stream and after an argu­
ment about her suspected 
behav iour he picked a sharp 
object and hit the victim 
with it several times on her 
head. This caused her 
death. The suspect then 
burried hi s sister at the 
scene of the crime and took 
the two-year-old child to 
the city market in Zarqa 
and left him there . He was 
later picked up by the 
police . 

According to a police of­
fi c ial in Z arqa, the child id 
bein g held at a child care 
cent;e in Zarqa until the in­
veti gations are over. 

December 3 1. 1993 

Mother of 14 
children killed 

by brother­
CDD 

Bv Rana Husseini 
Spectal (0 (h e Jo rda ll Times 

AMMAN -- A 37-year-old 
Jerash woman Saturday 
was shot and killed by her 
inebriated brother in 
Burma. a samll town of 
Jerash. according to Ci vil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) reports. 

The woman identified 
as Layla M . A. , was shot 
seven times by her brother 
Nawaf M. A. , who surren­
dered to police shortly 
after the killing , a CDD of­
fi c ial said. 

The offici al said the vic­
tim , the mother of 14 
children was accused two 
years ago of adultery, and 
her husband di vorced her. 

The woman was acquit­
ted of the adultery charges 
a year-later and was reunit ­
ed with her husband , the 
CDD official said . 

Later, said the official , 
the hu sband again di­
vorced the woman, and 
she was obli ged to li ve 
with her brothe r. 

Accordin g to the broth­
er' s tes ti ma ny, said the 
C DD official , the suspect 
(42) said that someone told 
him that hi s s is ter was see­
in g a man in Jerash town. 

~The brother said he 
went out and got drunk. re­
turned ho me ~a nd shot his 
siste r. 

According to CDD the 
report the woman died in­
stantl y of bullet wounds to 
the chest. 

Her body was taken to 
Jerash Military Hospital 
and was later transferred to 
Al Bashi r Hospital for an 
autopsy. 

Jerash po lice declined to 
comment o n the crime. 

April 3 , 1994 
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