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T he connection between admired mascu­
linity and violent response to threat is a re­
source that governments can use to mobi­
lize supportfor war. 
It has become a matter of urgency for hu­
mans as a group to undo the tangle of rela­
tionships that sustains the nuclear arms 
race. Masculinity is part of this tangle. It 
will not be easy to alter. The pattern of an 
arms race, i.e. mutual threat, itself helps 
sustain an aggressive masculinity. 

Bob Connell, "Masculinity, Violence and War." 

I would like to examine 
some of the connections 
between issues of gender 
violence and illustrate 
them with specific exam ­
ples from Lebanon and Yu­
goslavia. Both countries 
h ave, in the last few years, 
experienced some of the 
most dramatic forms of 
war and violence. I would 
also like to consider peace 
as an alternative, more 
specifically: non-violence 
and social change. peace 
activism, human rights , 
disarmament, internatio­
nal peace organizations, 
various resistance and 
peace movements as they 
a re expressed in thc spc-

cWc geographical areas of 
this study. Hybridity and 
plurality are also seen as 
real alternatives to vio­
lence. For this presenta­
tion, I refer, extensively, to 
the issue of Mediter­
ranean Peoples on Yug­
oslavia (peuples Medite­
rraneens: Yougoslavie / 
Logiques de l'Exclusion, 
no. 61, oct-dec. 1992) . It 
contains articles by wom­
en and men from Yugosla­
via establishing the con­
nection between gender, 
violence and war, in addi­
tion to my own work on 
Sexuality and War: Lit­
erary Masks of the Mid­
dle East (Ncw York , New 

York University Press, 
1991) . 

Many important studies 
by women and men in the 
last few years depict a link 
between sexuality and na­
tional/international con­
flicts. For example, J ean­
William Lapierre sees a 
"deep connection between 
masculine predominance 
and the importance of 
war."(l) According to him, 
most civilizations are 
based on conquest and 
war. The importance of 
hunting, then of war in 
social existence. in eco­
nomic resources, in cultu­
ral models (which valorize 
the warrior exploits), are 
at the roots of masculine 
domination and of wom­
en's oppression."(2) He ex­
plains how in so-called 
"modern" SOCieties, poli­
tics, industry, business , 
are always a kind of war 
where one (mostly men, 
a nd sometimes women 
imitating men's behavior) 
must be energetic and ag­
gressive to be powerful. It 
is not only capitalist socie­
ties which "carry war like 
clouds carry the storm, 
but productivism in all its 
forms , including the so­
called 'socialistic' one. In 
all societies in which 
economy a nd politics re -



quire a spirit of competi­
tion (while its ethic exalts 
it) women are oppres­
sed."(3) In her preface to 
a compilation of articles 
on "Women's Struggles 
and National Liberation", 
Miranda Davies states 
that "as they begin to rec­
ognize and identify the 
specific nature of their 
double oppression, many 
women in the Third World 
realize that, when need­
ed, they may join guenil­
la movements, participate 
in the economy, enter pol­
itics and organize trade 
unions, but at the end of 
the day they are still seen 
as women, second-class 
citizens, inferior to men, 
bearers of children, and 
domestic servants"(4). 
And Zarana Papic in "Ex­
citizen of Ex-Yugoslavia," 
(5) notices how women's 
condition in ex­
Yugoslavia worsened be­
cause of the war. Their 
absence from all deci­
sions, even those directly 
concerning themselves , 
such as abortion and oth­
er rights, is dramatically 
noticeable. In the elected 
parliaments, they make 
up 13% in Slovania, 4,5 
% in Croatia, 4% in Mon­
tenegro, 3 ,3% in Macedo­
nia, 2,9%in Bosnia Her­
zegovina, and 1,6% in 
Serbia. On the other 
hand, they have become 
mothers of refugees by 
the thousands. And 
Helke Sander in "A Male 
War to the Extreme, "(6) 
remarks that women in 
the Yugoslav war are not 
organized, their opinion is 
not taken into account, 
they do not express their 
views and are not repre­
sented politically. 

Nationalism is a diffi­
cult notion about which 
much is written. In both 
East and West, old and 
modern concepts, nation­
alism is a complex com-

ponent of revolutionary 
discourse. It can move 
among all the various fac­
ets of political power. For 
example, nationalism in 
one extreme form can be 
fascism. In "Fascisme et 
mystification misogyne," 
Therese Vial-Mannessier 
gives us a summary of 
Maria-Antonietta Mac­
ciocchi's analysis of fas­
cist ideology in Italy from 
and throughout the femi­
nine universe. The collec­
tive irrational is at work 
in all human groups. 
Conscious and uncon­
scious forces led the 
masses to fascism from a 
transcendence of the indi­
vidual ego into total alle­
giance to the Italian Na­
tion. First victims of this 
racism, women adhered 
to it through a maso­
chism ready for all possi­
ble sacrifices. 

While nationalism has 
been necessary for the 
young Arab states gaining 
their autonomy from colo­
nialism, it nevertheless, 
like fascism, "reclaimed 
many of the most patriar­
chal values of Islamic tra­
ditionalism as integral to 
Arab cultural identity as 
such."(7) Mai Ghousoub in 
"Feminism--or the Eternal 
Masculine--in the Arab 
world," states that "the po­
litical rights of women, 
nominally granted by the 
national state, are in prac­
tice a dead letter. Thus, 
they are military dictator­
ships of one kind or an­
other, in which the suf­
frage has no meaning. 
"Her analysis explains 
how: 

Colonialism was lived by 
the Arabs not simply as a 
domination or oppression, 
but as a usurpation oj pow­
er. The principal victims oj 
this complex were to be Ar­
ab women. For the cult oj a 
grandiose past, and the 

'superiority oj our values to 
those oj the West'. inevita­
bly led to a suffocating 
rigidity oj Jamily structures 
and civil codes. Every­
where, under the suppos­
edly modemizing regimes 
oj 'national revolution'. the 
laws goveming the domes­
tic and private sphere -­
marriage. divorce, children 
--continue to be based on 
the Shari'a. The justifica­
tion oj this relentlessly ret­
rograde nexus is always 
the same. 

Helke Sander notices 
how in Yugoslavia, the 
strongest and dominant 
parties express extreme 
forms of nationalistic ide­
ology, which reject other 
models." They are acti­
vists, traditionalist, patri­
archal, sexist in their pro­
grams, their models of or­
ganization, their language, 
their accents, their omis­
sions, their blind spots. " 
(p. 208) Civil SOCiety is 
the first victim of this to­
talitarian domineering na­
tionalistic ideology. Ex­
Yugoslavia which used to 
be, like Lebanon a 
country where various 
ethnic, cultural, religious 
groups lived in tolerance 
and relative autonomy 
and harmony compared to 
their neighbors--has be­
come a country in which 
human rights, and spe­
cially women's rights are 
threatened. Women are 
looked at almost exclu­
sively as reproductive bod­
ies. "We are, she says, in 
presence of the primitive 
scene which destroys and 
pushes away all notion of 
women's freedom because 
men are on the battlefields 
and women with their 
children are elsewhere 
sheltered from the shoot­
ing."(pp. 209-210) Sander 
goes on to explain how the 
incredible irrationality at 
work is a rational manip­
ulation to accept the dom-

(I) J ean -William Lapierre et 
Anne~ Marie de Vllaine, "Femmes: une 
oppression millenaire." Alternatives 
Non~Violentes: Femmes et 
Violences. (no. 40) p . 21. 
(2) Ib id. 
(3) Ibid .. p. 22. 
(4) Miranda Dad es, Third World 
Women: Second Sex (London: 
Zed.1983) p. iii. 

(5) Zarana Papic. "Ex-ciloyennes dans 
l'Ex-Yougos lavie ." Yougoslavie. 
Logiques de L'Exclusion/Peuples 
Mediterraneens no 61. oct-dec. 1992. 
p.207. 
(6) Helke Sander. "Une Guerrc de 
Males a l'Extreme." Yougoslavie. 
Logiques de L'Exc1usion/Peuples 
MediteITaneens no 61 . oct-dec. 1992 . 
p.201. 
(7) Mai Ghousoub. "Fcll1inisll1--or the 
Eternal Masculine--in the Arab \Vorld." 
New Left Review. 161. London. p. 8. 
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inant exclusive nationalis­
tic ideology. She asserts 
that all "natiol'talism with 
their political. military 
strategies are built and 
depend on aggressive. 
dominant masculinity 
tumed towards violence ... 
all ideologies and nationa­
listic strategies are found­
ed on that type of aggres­
sive masculine, sadistic, 
'virile' to the degree of 
crime; it is the main 
source of recruitment of 
males capable of commit­
ting all imaginable and 
unimaginable atrocities." 
(p. 210) And Rada Ivekov­
ic asserts "the fundamen­
tal hypothesis that radical 
nationalism is a mecha­
nism oj binary oppositions 
which, in the long term, in­
variably leads to war. Be­
cause women are less an­
guished about their inter­
nal frontiers and the 
limits of their bodies, they 
are more peaceful con­
cerning outside (political) 
frontiers, all this having 
to do with identity and 
the way the subject (the 
one who acts) is built. 
Women are biologically 
and socially more open to 
the acceptance of the Oth­
er in themselves (the sex­
ual act and pregnancy)." 
(p . 189) 

Other analyses see na­
tionalism as closely con­
nected to national econo­
my. Thus, it is given a 
transnational dimension 
through multinational cor­
porate domination. A 
whole issue of Peuples 
Mediterraneens is devot­
ed to these relations. It 
questions whether we are 
witnessing "The End of the 
National?"--title of the is­
sue--(8) moving into the 
era of the transnational? 
Is a world polity conceiva­
ble? What is the connec­
tion between development 
and consumption as a new 
way of relating to the 

world, the urban as a uni­
versal form, the intensifi­
cation of migrant workers 
and the national? What do 
the State, the nation and 
their specific articulation 
of the previous Capitalist 
period of development be­
come? Isn't a new biparti­
tion of the world , crossing 
all social formations, sub­
stituting the old center/ 
periphery division? Sever­
al authors answer these 
questions and bring to 
light some important as­
pects of the national. In 
"From a transnational or­
der to a world polity?" 
Paul Vieille sees the na­
tion -- a solidarity group 
led by a State aiming at 
defending the interests of 
its members against other 
NationStates --being re­
placed by transborder sol­
idarities . such as Mos­
lems, disinherited, poor, 
the urban masses of the 
periphery. This transna­
tional is not yet structured 
but works in the feelings 
and imagination of the 
masses. The role of a State 
is no longer to organize a 
nation against other na­
tions, but to manage the 
relations between the frac­
tions of the periphery and 
the transnational. Wheth­
er we, or the Third World 
countries, want it or not, 
this is what is happening 
now. The national works 
against the transnational, 
the national remains the 
geographic space, the so­
cial symbolic of move­
ments struggling against 
transnational economy. 

In the Middle East and 
elsewhere, nationalism 
and feminism have never 
mixed very well. Women 
were used in national lib­
eration struggles -- Alge­
ria, Iran, Palestine, to 
name only a few -- only to 
be sent back to their 
kitchens after "indepen­
dence" had been gained. 

(9) As Monique Gadant 
expressed in her Intro­
duction to Women of the 
Mediterranean: 

Nationalism asked oj 
women a participation 
that they were quick to 
give. they Jought and were 
caught in the trap. For na­
tionalism is Jrequently con­
servative, even though it 
appears to be an inevita­
ble moment oj political lib­
eration and economic 
progress in which women 
need to advance along the 
patll to their own libera­
tion ... What does it mean 
Jor women to be active in 
political organizations? 
The example of Algerian 
women is there to remind 
all women that participa­
tion does not necessarily 
win them rights. From the 
point of view oj those 
women contributors who 
have grown up after a war 
oj liberation, everything is 
still to be done.(lO) 

It would seem that we 
need to redefine national­
ism rather than dismiss it 
as a corruptive force. In 
the case of Lebanon and 
YugoslaVia, countries mo­
saic in ethnic groups and 
religions , what political 
entity could help bring 
them unity? If national­
ism were to mean belief in 
one's country as an entity 
to be loved for itself. left 
to develop and flourish 
outside of selfish inter­
ests, if it meant love for 
the earth without owner­
ship and possession. If all 
the various parties trying 
to dominate small pieces 
of territory were to unite 
under this love, I believe 
we could move toward a 
solution. And this is 
where I see feminism and 
nationalism blending. 

To those who believe 
that it is utopia to think 
that the two, feminism 



and na tiona lis m. ca n ever 
mix. I would like to s ug­
gest firs t. tha t it h as n ev­
er been tried s ince sexu­
ali ty has n ever been con­
ceptua lized as being at 
the center of the problem. 
Second , if an a nalysis of 
sexuality a nd sexu a l rela­
tions is truly incorpora ted 
into revolutiona ry strug­
gles, then nationa lism 
can be transformed into 
more revolutiona ry s tra te­
gies . If wom en were to de­
mand their rights. a 
transforma tion of va lues 
and roles in th e fa mily at 
the beginning of n a tiona l 
struggles. and if nationa l 
struggles were conceived 
with di ffe ren t a ims that 
do not perpetua te domi ­
nation a n d ownership , we 
would move toward a dif­
fe rent concep t of revolu ­
tion. If this is utopia, I 
glad ly go a long with J ea n ­
Willia m La- pierre's beau ­
tifully expressed concept 
of the role of utopia in 
genera l. a nd more specifi ­
cally in socia l life. He con­
vincingly says that "uto­
pia is the exploration of 
the possible."(II) 

How is sexu a lity a rti cu ­
lated and mixed in the vi ­
olence a nd wa rs we have 
witnessed a n d a re wit ­
nessing in Leba non a nd 
Yugoslavia? Arab soc iety 
in genera l. a nd Leba n es e 
in pa rticula r . have always 
taken pride in the za'im 
(leader . chief. hero). The 
za'im is the m acho ma n 
par excellen ce. Not only 
does he embody a ll the 
usual masculine values of 
conquest. domination , 
competition , figh ting . a nd 
boasting . bu t a lso tha t of 
shatara (cleverness). Sha­
tara mean s to succeed 
and ge t wha t one wa nts , 
even through Iyinl' a nd 
perfidy . Za'im a nd sha ta­
ra are con cepts much val­
ued in tribal SOCiety. The 
Leban ese war has tra n s -

;r >1!r~· '<jJ , 
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formed the za'im into the 
aska ri (milita ry-ma n). The 
aska ri h as technical 
tra ining. and his goal is 
the "self-preserva tion" of 
his group. In addi tion to 
his mili tary role and his 
economic-social function . 
h e played a nd continues 
to play a role tha t is vio­
lently destructive of his 
country. and therefore of 
his s exuality . He uses 
weapons of wa r to destroy 
a nd seize control of one 
region or group. He pa r­
ticipates in looting to ben ­
efit his cli entele or fa mily 
a nd to extend the ra nge of 
his influ ence. Given the 
extension of his influen ce, 
h e builds a system of 
wealth di s tribution and 
gains even more power. 
Ma teria l goods and gains 
a re obta ined through his 
gun a nd other wa r a rsen ­
a ls . It is a "primitive" sys ­
tem and a viciou s ly de­
structive cycle, ra ther 
th an a self-preserving 
one. The more m en de­
s ire omnipoten ce a nd 
control of others. the 
more weapons are used. 
The mean s of conquest 
a re given a va lue in pro­
portion to their s u cces s . 
The gun , the m achine­
gun. the cannon -- a ll 
masculine sexu a l symbols 
which a re exten s ion s of 
the pha ll us -- a re pu t for­
wa rd and u sed to conqu er 
a nd des troy. For Adam 
Farra r , there is a k ind of 
jouissance (mean s pleas­
ure in a sexu a l s en s e. h as 
no equivalen t word in 
Englis h) in war: 

One oj the ma in Jeatures 
oj the phenomenology oj 
war is the uniqLLe intenSity 
oj e)(perience. Wa r experi ­
ence is exa ctly the con­
verse oj alienat ion. In war. 
the elimination oj a ll the 
norms oj intersubjectiv ity 
produces. not alienation. 
but the most intense jouis­
sance. The machinillg oJ 

events on the plane oj in­
tenSity (to use the Deleuz i­
an image). the Jorm oj d e­
sire. is LLtterly trans ­
Jormed. Power no longer 
cons is ts in the capa city to 
red eem the warrants oj 
communicative in tersub­
j ectiv ity. It consis ts in the 
ability oj the spear, the 
s word, the gLLn. napalm, 
the bomb etc. to manifest 
'in a blas t oj sound and 
energy and light' (or in an­
other time, in the blood oj 
a severed limb or a disem ­
bowelled body). the m er­
est 'w ish flashing across 
y our mind /ike a shadow'. 
(12) 

Fa rra r con tinues, quo t­
ing a n arti cle by Willia m 
Broyles in Esquire en t i­
tled "Why Men Love Wa r ," 
tha t it is at some terri b le 
level. for men , the closest 
thing to what childbirth is 
for women: the initia tion 
in to th e power of life a n d 
death.(13). 

Elisabeth Badin ter m a­
kes the s a me connection 
between the experi ence of 
childb irth a nd war: 

The word panos. d es ig­
nating end ured p a in. ap­
plies as m uch to a y oung 
man learning to hard en 
himself as to the pains oj 
child birth. In this struggle, 
the woman inverts certa in 
s ig ns oj v irility. 'In order to 
confront war and to gain 
access to the sta tus oj citi­
zen. the Greek man buck­
les up: while a woman in 
la bor. on the contrary . 
loosells her belt..... .. Nev­
ertheless , even reversed, 
the s igll connecting mater­
nity to comba t is there.' In 
both cases. man alld wom­
an suffer a nd ri..c;/C d eath. 
Enough to raise them­
selves to til e same level oj 
transcend ence. Enol1.gl1 to 
ma lee the resemblance w in 
over the d ifferences. 
Across two activ i t ies ap-

(8) Peuples Mediterraneens (Parts . 
1986. nos 35·36). Sce in particular 
'The double aspect of the 
lransnationa l category:' by Yann 
M ou lier· Sou lang. p. 5: 'The produ ction 
of d ictatorsh ips in the Th ird World, " by 
L..:'1e nnec Hlirbon , p. 13: 'The na tional 
metaphor: from independence to 
alicnation. " by Hele BCj i. p . 2 7: 
'Transllationa lizaUon and the 
reinforcement o f the State order ."' by 
Rene Gall issot. p. 49 : 'The 
disappointments of the intem aUonal 
New Eco nomiC Order and economic 
transnationality ." by Serge Latouche. 
p . 83: "Human rights. the 
transnational order and women ."' by 
Christine Faure. p. 179: and "From a 
tra nsnational order to world poli ly?" 
by Pa u l Vieillc. p. 309. 
(9) See Davies' Third World: Second 
Sex . 'The Role of Wom en in National 
Liberation Movements." pp. 6 1·96. in 
particular Soraya An tonius' "Fighting 
on Two Fronts: Convers<.l tions with 
ra l c ~ tinian Women", p. 63: 'The 
Experience of Armed Slruggl{' ." pp . 
97· 12-+: "Afte r the Revolution. "pp. 
125· 172, in particular "Iranian 
W omen: Th e Struggle Since the 
Revolu tion ." by the Londo n Iranian 
\Vomen's Libera tion Group, p. 143: 
a nd '"An Au tonomou s Women's 
Movement?" pp. 173 · 194, in particular 
'"\Vhy an Au tonomous Women's 
Movement?", by the Paris Latin 
American \Vom en's Group. p. 175. 
(10) Monique Gadant. "In troduction. " 
Women of the Mediterranean 
(London: Zed. 1986) p . 2. 
(1 1) Lapierre, "Femmes: une 
oppression millenaire," Alternatives 
Non Violentes : Femmes et 
Viole nces . No. 40. printemps 81. p. 
25. 
112) Actam Farrar. ·War . M ach ining 
Male Desire.'" War / Masculinity (cd. 
Paul Patton. Ross Poole. Sydney: 
rn tervcn tion) p. 66 . 
( 13) Ibict .. p. 6 1 
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parently opposed. men 
and women live a common 
experience which unites 
them in the same concept 
oj Humanity rather than 
isolating them in their sex­
ual specijicity.(I4) 

What Badinter does not 
pick up is the fundamental 
difference between creat­
ing life in the act of child­
birth and destroying it in 
that of war. Relating the 
two within a human con­
cept is not a valid explana­
tion. Even if the two expe­
riences could be brought 
together, they would di­
vide rather than unite man 
and woman. 

The meaning and impor­
tance given to a military 
weapon and to the sexual 
weapon are equal. Man 
uses his penis like he uses 
his gun: to conquer, con­
trol, and possess. The 
whole macho SOCiety must 
be unveiled and con­
demned because in the 
present system, one tries 
to obtain material goods 
and territory, not in order 
to enjoy them, not out of 
need, but to enlarge one's 
domain and authority. 
Similarly, sexual relations 
in Arab societies in partic­
ular, are not built on 
pleasure, tenderness or 
love, but on reproduction, 
the preservation of girl's 
virginity (so-called 'honor' 
of the family), the confine­
ment and control of wom­
en for greatest male pres­
tige, and the overestima­
tion of the penis. Lapierre 
has shown that this phe­
nomenon exists in almost 
all Civilizations, and that 
hunting followed by war is 
at the root of women's op­
pression.(IS) And Bob 
Connell sees a relation­
ship between masculinity, 
violence and war. He says 
it is not by chance that the 
great majority of soldiers 
are men. Thus, 20 million. 

of the 22 million people 
under arms in the world 
in 1976, were men. "Most 
of the police, most of the 
prison warders , and al­
most all the generals, ad­
mirals , bureaucrats and 
politicians who control 
the apparatus of coercion 
and collective violence. 
Most murderers are men. 
Almost all bandits, armed 
robbers , and muggers are 
men: all rapists , most do­
mestic bashers: and most 
people involved in street 
brawls, riots and the 
like."(IS) But such con­
nection should not be at­
tributed to biology be­
cause it would absolve 
masculine responsibility, 
i.e . men's violence asso­
ciated to some human 
"destiny". It should rather 
be seen as part of social 
and cultural factors. 

It is very important that 
much oJ the actual violence 
is not isolated and individ­
ual action, but is institu­
tional. Much oJ the pooJter­
bashing is done by the po­
lice; much oj the world's 
rape is done by soldiers. 
These actions grow readily 
out oj the 'legitimate' vio­
lence Jor which police Jorc­
es and armies are set up ... 
The state uses one oj the 
great discoveries oj mod­
em history. rational bu­
reaucratic organization, to 
have policy -making cen­
tralized and execution 
down the line Jairly uni­
Jorm. Given this. the state 
can become the vehicle oj 
calculated violence based 
on and using hegemonic 
masculinity. Armies are a 
kind oj hybrid between bu­
reaucracy and mas­
culinity.(I7) 

For Connell, it becomes 
a matter of urgency to an­
alyze and understand how 
masculinity is entangled 
in all that threatens the 
survival of humanity. "Vi-

olence is not just an ex­
pression; it is a part of the 
process that divides differ­
ent masculinity from each 
other. There is violence 
within masculinity; it is 
constitutive. "( 18) 

Susan Brownmiller in 
Against Our Will has 
shown how rape is a con­
scious tactic of warfare. 
(19) Michel Foucault has 
written a great deal on the 
connection between 
death, sex, violence and 
male sexuality.(20) Wil­
helm Reich has analyzed 
how repressed sexuality 
based on authoritarian 
family patterns is at the 
root of sadistic murders, 
perversions, psychological 
problems, social and polit­
ical conf1icts.(2I) And Far­
rar notices that: "War is a 
paradigm of masculinist 
practices because its pre­
eminent valuation of vio­
lence and destruction res­
onates throughout other 
male relationships: rela­
tionships to other cul­
tures , to the environment 
and. particularly, to wom­
en. If the 'masculinism' of 
war is the explanation for 
its intractability, then we 
must follow this path to its 
conclusion, wherever that 
may be ."(22) 

Wars are no longer 
Jought in the name oj a rul­
er to be deJended; they are 
Jought in the name oj the 
existence oj us all; entire 
populations are raised up 
to mutually kill each other 
in the name oj the necessi­
ty Jor them to live. Massa­
cres have become vital. 
Sex well deserves death. 
It is in this sense, but strict­
ly historical one notices 
that sexuality is today 
crossed by the death 
instinct.(23) 

Zarana Papic notices 
how in ex-Yugoslavia men 
who fight (and are terribly 



frightened by it) are not 
individuals but belong to 
a nationalistic. aggressive. 
criminal community. In 
order to be accepted by 
this "nation," they must 
kill as many people as 
possible, notably those 
who belong to the other 
"nation. " It is a masculini­
ty belonging to a commu­
nity that looks up to the 
great chief. i. e. the father 
who best knows what the 
community n eeds: 

This tribal patriarchy (at 
war with its greatest ene­
my). puts women in their 
resigned roles oj mothers , 
wives, a nd keepers oj reJ­
ugee children. Some oj 
them Iwve identified with 
the 'grent cause' and have 
been rart oj the battles. 
the shooting. the military 
lye stule. They have been 
accepted as such. as 
eqlwl to the warriors ; oj­
ten, they are also media 
stars. But the most obvi­
ous is that in these tragic 
times, women are com­
pletely without importance 
and invisible, except in 
their roles as mothers and 
wives. They are not s een 
nor heard as possible sub­
jects with a right to say 
what they think. and a 
voice in the events. War 
is a man's world.(24) 

Rene Girard , when ana­
lyzing the relationship be­
tween violence and relig­
ion, and examining how it 
is expressed in various 
human groups which of­
ten need a scapegoat to 
avoid annihilation, saw 
that the roots went back 
to sexuality: 

The close connection be­
tween sexuality and vio­
lence. common inheritance 
oj all religions. leans on 
an impressive body oj con­
vergence. Sexuality Jre­
quently starts in concert 
with v iolence, and in its 

immediate manifestations: 
kidnappings, rapes, deflo­
rations , sadisms, etc .. and 
in its Jar away con­
sequences.(25) 

Issa Makhlouf. in his im­
pressive analysis of the 
Lebanese tragedy which he 
sees as a collective fascina­
tion \vith death and de­
struction, describes Leba­
nese males as thirsty for 
killing: 

War is a Jeast, a kind oj 
total drunke nness, an or­
gy. War unveils the joy oj 
d es troying. oj annihilating. 
oj killing to the bitter end. 

They f eel like giants, be­
cause for a time they have 
gone beyond what could 
not be transgressed: 
death. Through killing , 
they compensate Jor their 
own fear oj death ... They 
kill because they are 
aJraid, an immense fear 
without any object. They 
kill to exorcise it.(26) 

Throughout the ages, 
m en have been fascinated 
with war. At some very 
deep level. it has been for 
them a way to prove their 
existence, an expression, 
according to Adam Farrar 
of "male desire." (27) De­
sire as closely linked to 
sexuality and the death in­
stinct has been studied by 
famous (Freud, Lacan to 
name only a few) and less­
er known authors . Sexu­
ality being connected to 
war, oppression, power, 
aggressiveness was also 
analyzed by a great many 
authors ranging from 
Reich, Bataille, Foucault, 
Laborit and Girard. More 
recent works are by men 
linking masculinity and 
war(Connell , Farrar, 
Poole , among others) to 
the whole body of feminist 
writing (Reardon, Dwor­
kin, Barry. Enloe. Woolf, 
BrownmilIer, Badinter. 
Houston, Chod-orow. 

Showalter, Hi-gonnet. 
among others). How these 
issues can be articulated 
in today's societies and 
what avenues can be 
found for non-violence and 
peace as a positive force 
has been the work of a 
number of other writers . 
such as de Vilaine , War­
ing, Morgan, Charara, Ben 
Ghadifa, Corm. Duvig­
naud, Lapierre, Mu-Iler, 
Mendel, and others . 

The difference between 
the male theorists--Lacan. 
Freud. and Bataille among 
others--and the feminist 
ones--BrownmilIer, Dwor­
kin, and Reardon among 
others--is that the connec­
tion between sexuality and 
violence of the men does 
not indicate a need to 
change men, women, ob­
jectification, or the domi­
nant/ submissive sexuali­
ty. In fact they celebrate 
it, while the women and a 
whole recent body of Aus­
tralian male theorists-­
Connell, Farrar and Poole­
-want to change these 
conditions of female op­
pression and male 
domination. 

A body of male Lebanese 
authors and their male 
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characters all seem to con­
cur that death a"Tld de­
struction are an expres­
sion of or a substitute for 
sexuality and a fear of 
women. They live a schizo­
phrenia, torn between 
East and West. tradition 
and modernity. War 
comes as a liberation from 
this tension. a cure to the 
sickness they are in . 

Are there any solutions/ 
actions to violence and 
war? Have they been ex­
pressed theoretically? And 
have any been tried? In 
Lebanon, disarming a ll the 
various figh ting factions 
as a way -- immediate and 
efficient to remedy, 
seemed obvious but not 
sufficient to get at the 
roots of the problems. Dis­
armament on an intern a­
tional level and the stop of 
the sale of weapons world­
wide could equally bring 
immediate unforeseen 
results. 

In Lebanon , peace 
marches. hunger strikes, 
sit-ins , petitions. appeals 
to internation a l and na­
tional peace organiza­
tions. confe rences and 
talks between the various 
communities were ven­
tured. They bI-ought 
about some relief and 
hope. Lebanese women 
and some men were very 
active in this domain. 
Lebanese women often 
stood between the guns 
and tried to stop the kid­
nappings. Wafa' St-ephan 
documented how "they 
tried to appease the fight­
ers by paying visits to refu­
gee camps and military 
headquarters and putting 
Dowers in the nozzles of 
guns."(28) Women one 
day tried to eliminate the 
militia checkpoints where 
people were being kid­
napped. Going from East 
Beirut to West Beirut. 
from Phalangist ch eck-

point to Progressive 
checkpoint, they were 
speaking in the name of 
spouses. mothers . and 
sisters. They wanted the 
butchery to stop . They 
had built homes. but con­
trary to what an Arab 
proverb says about boy's 
positive contribution to 
home and country, the 
sons had started destroy­
ing the homeland.(29) 
The women blocked the 
passageways dividing the 
two sides of the capita!. 
organized a ll night sit-ins. 
and stormed into 10callV 
stations to interrupt the 
news in order to have their 
demands broadcast. (30) 

Numerous delegations 
were sent to various con­
ferences throughout the 
world and to the United 
Nations. Numerous vigils. 
sit-ins, conferences, peace 
marches were organized 
inside and outside the 
country. Accad personally 
witnessed and partiCipat­
ed in one of the actions for 
peace on May 6. 1984, 
when she taught at the 
Beiru t University College 
and participated in the ac­
tivities of the Institute for 
Women's Studies in the 
Arab World of the. located 
in West Beirut. The action 
was initiated by Iman 
Khalifeh, a young woman 
from the Institute who 
worked in the nursery 
school of the College. She 
woke up one day. telling 
herself: "Enough! Enough 
of this useless butchery!" 
She worked \vith the pop­
ulation of both sides of the 
city . The march was to 
carry as its sole slogan: 
"No to war. no to the 10th 
year of war! Yes to life!" It 
was to un ite both sides of 
the city at the only cross­
point. known as the Mu­
seum passage or demar­
cationline. Thousands of 
people were to participate. 
Unfortunately, the march 

was stopped by a "blind" 
s helling (the word "blind" 
in Lebanon deSignates any 
shelling which does not 
appear to have precise 
aims or targets, but which 
according to many studies 
knows exactly what and 
why it is hitting) which re­
su lted in many victims-­
dead and wounded--on 
both sides. Iman has de­
clared: "I was not intro­
ducing an original 
thought--it was not a new 
idea. But it was the cry of 
the "silent majority" voiced 
aloud by a people that suf­
fered and endured nine 
years of ugly war and by a 
people who carried no 
arms to defend themselves 
but struggled to avoid 
death. violence and ruin in 
order to live, to build and 
to continue to be."(31) 

Another significant ma­
rch was that of the handi­
capped . organized and 
carried out by Laure Mo­
ghaize!. a woman lawyer 
and activist in the Non­
Violence movement and 
human rights in Lebanon. 
during the summer of 
1987. Asked what she 
meant by non-violence in 
a n interview. Moghaizel 
replied: 

I am not a pacyI5t. I am 
revolted. revolted against 
ir!justices and violence. 
This is why [ use the tenn 
non-violent. There is a nu­
ance. Paciflsm is aJonn oj 
passivity which Non­
violence is not. It is a move­
ment which wants peace 
and which is making itself 
known through an opposi­
tion oj unconditional disar­
mament. .. Non-violence is 
a struggle and who says 
struggle also says activity, 
dynamism ... It is a political 
action sustained and ener­
getiC which reJuses to exer­
cise violence. But it should 
not be confused with love 
Jor the other. We are not in 
the em oj Love. When 



there is corUIict. there is 
struggle. Non-violence is a 
theory very little known in 
1..ebanon.(32) 

She went about explain­
ing the origins of the 
movement with Gandhi 
and Martin Luther King-­
to cite only the well­
known n a mes --and the 
differences and similari­
ties in Lebanon. They were 
ready to suffer but martyr­
dom is not the aim of non­
violence. Their objective 
consisted in eliminating 
violence through non­
violence. With dia logu e . 
persuasion , they hoped to 
modify the actions of hu­
man beings . 

These a re some of the 
positive actions a t work in 
Lebanon. They may ap­
pear wea k, simple and 
utopian in front of the de­
structive a nd violent forc­
es of politics and of Histo­
ry. But History h as also 
shown tha t the actions of 
a Gandhi or a Martin Lu ­
ther King did h ave a n im­
pact on SOCiety and on the 
world. The theoretical 
framework for the cha nge 
we are proposing, lies in a 
blend of n a tionalism, fem ­
inism and non-violent ac­
tive struggles. 

If nationalism--in the 
way I have already defined 
it- -could unite all the vari ­
ous factions under a com­
mon aim and b elief for the 
existence and the surviva l 
of their country, it could 
move towards a real solu ­
tion. But if n a tionalism re­
mains at a sexist stage, 
and does not transcend 
ownership and possession 
as final goals, the cycle of 
violence will be repeated 
itself. In Le-banon. both 
nationalism and femi­
nism--in a femi-humanist 
way to be defined--are 
necessa ry: n a tionalism in 
order to unite Lebanon, 

and feminism in order to 
change the values upon 
which social relationships 
a nd thus unity, are creat­
ed and formed . The work 
must begin at the most 
persona l levels: with 
changes in attitudes and 
behavior toward one's 
mate, family, sexuality, 
and ultima tely one's com­
munity and SOCiety. From 
such a personal begin­
ning. a t least some of the 
internal conflicts might 
work towards resolution. 
With a stronger nation­
hood. ra ther than poss es­
sion and domination, the 
strength of Lebanon might 
be able to push out the ex­
terna l inl1uen ces. 

What we will formulate 
is a radical change, a 
whole system to be re­
thought and conceptual­
ized. To use Betty Rear­
don's words : 

What I am advocating 
here is a new world order 
value. reconciliation. and 
perhaps even Jorgiveness. 
not only oj those who tres­
pass against us. but pri­
marily oj ourselves. By un­
derstanding that no hu­
man being is totally 
incapable oj the most rep­
rehensible oj human acts , 
or oj the most se1jless and 
noble. we open up the pos­
sibilities Jor change oj cos­
mic dimensions. E­
ssentially this realization 
is what lies at the base oj 
the philosophy oj nonvio­
lence. It we are to move 
through a disarmed world 
to a truly nonviolent one. to 
authentic peace and JUs­
tice, we must come to terms 
with and accept the other 
in ourselves, be it our mas­
culine or our Jeminine at­
tributes or any oj those 
traits and characteristics 
we have projected on ene­
mies and criminals, or he­
roes and saints.(33) 

People's attitude must 

undergo profound trans­
formations- -radical chan­
ges in the way they per­
ceive power and love: 

The Jundamental willing­
ness to use violence 
against others on which 
warfare depends is condi­
tioned by early training 
and continuous socializa­
tion in patriarchal society. 
All are taught to respect au­
thority. that is, Jear vio­
lence .... Boys and men are 
encouraged to become 
more fierce, more aggres ­
sive when they Jeel Jear. 
Fear in men is channeled 
into aggression. in women 
into s ubmission, Jor such 
behaviors are necessary to 
maintain patriarchal au­
thoritarianism. Aggress ion 
and submission are also 
the core oj the basic rela­
tions between men and 
women, accounting, many 
believe.jor women's tolera­
tion oj male chauvinism. 
Some assert that these be­
haviors are the primary 
cause oj allJorceJul exploi­
tation, and accountJor per­
haps the most significant 
common characteristic oj 
sexism and the war sys­
tem: rape.(34) 

The notion of mixity, hy­
bridity, c reolization. how­
ever one wants to look at 
it, is also what could bring 
about a solution. Rada Ive­
kovic develops it concern­
ing Yugoslavia. She says 
that symbolically, women. 
more tha n men, represent 
a space of mixture , meet­
ing, mixing. It is this femi­
nine principal created by 
women through mixing 
which is being atta cked by 
those who want to purify 
their origins. "liberate" 
themselves from the Oth­
er. negate the Other.(35) 
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