
ARAB WOMEN WRITERS 
AND NOVELISTS* 

Compiled and transliterated by Myriam Sfeir 

Daisy al-Amir 
Born: Alexandria, Egypt in 1935. 
Education: Diploma in English Language, University of 
Cambridge and "Licence" in Arabic Language, University of 
Baghdad. 
Works: 
I. Al-Balad al-Ba'id al-Ladhi Tul)ibb, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 
1964. (collection of short stories) 
2. Thumma Ta 'ud al-Mawjah, Beirut, Dill· al-Adab, 1969. 
(collection of short stories) 
3. Al-Bayt al- 'Arabial-Sa'TcI, Beirut, Dar al-'Awdah, 1975 . 
(collection of short stories) 
4. FT Dawwamat al-fjubb wa al-Karahiyah, Beirut, Dar al­
'Awdah, 1979. (collection of short stories) 
5. Wu 'ud lil-Bay' , Beirut, al-Mu'assasah al-'Arabiyyah lil­
Dirasat wa al-Nashr, 1981. (collection of short stories) 
6. 'A la La'ihat al-Intizar, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1981. 
(collection of short stories) 
7..:.. ii!.:a/?ah li-tajr'!:.li aI-Zaman, Beirut, al-Mu'assasah al­
'Arabiyyah lil-Dirasat wa al-Nashr, 1996. (collection of short 
stories) 

Najwa Barakat 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon, 1960. 
Education: Diploma in Cinema. 
Works: 
l. Al-Mu~awwil, Beirut, Dar Mukhtarat, 1986. (novel, 
translated into French) 
2. fjayar wa-Alam fjamad Ibn Silanah, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 
1995 . (novel) 
3. Ba~· al-Awadim, Beirut, Dar aJ-f\dab, 1996. (novel) 

Huda Barakat 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon 1952 
Education: "Licence" in French Literature 
Works : 
l. Za' irat, Dar al-Ma~bu 'at al-Sharqiyyah, Beirut, 1985. 
(collection of short st.sJries)_ 
2.f-!ajar al-pa~iq, Dar Riyad al-Rayyis, Beirut, 1990. (novel, 
translated to French and English) 
3. Ahl al-Hawa, Dai· al-Nahar, Beirut, 1992. (novel , translated 
into French and English) 

Layla Ba 'albaki 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon 1936. 
Education: "Diplome" in Eastern Civilization, Universite 
Saint Joseph (USJ). 
Works: 
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I. Ana Af:iya , Dar Majallat Shi 'r, Beirut, 1958. (novel) 
2. Na~nu Bila Aqni'ah, Beirut, Manshurat al-Tadwln al­
Insanlyyah, 1959. (lecture) 
3. Al-Alihah al-Mamsukhah, Beirut, Ma~ba'at Dar Majallat 
Shi'r, 1960. (novel) 
4. Safinat fjanan ita al-Qamar, Beirut, al-Mu'assasah al­
Wa~anlyyah lil -Tiba'ah wa al-Nashr, 1963. (collection of short 
stories) 
5. Wardat al-Sahra' , Beirut, al-Mu'assasah al-Jami'lyyah IiI 
Dirasat wa al-N~shr wa aI-Tawil', 1982. 

Rene al-Hayik 
Born: Lebanon in 1959. 
Education: "Licence" in Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, 
Lebanese University. 
Works : 
I. Portrait liI-Nisyan, Beirut, al-Markaz al-Thaqafi al- 'ArabI, 
1994. (collection of short stories) 
2. Shita' Mahjur, Beirut, AI-Markaz al-ThaqafJ al- 'Arabi, 
1996. (novel) 

Umayyah Hamdan 
Born: Sawfar, Lebanon in 1935 . 
Education: Masters in Arabic literature, American University 
of Beirut. 
Works: 
I. Majnun Shanay , Beirut, Dar al-Itti~ad, 1972. (play) 
2. Wa Anta?ir, Beirut, Dar al-Maktabah al- 'A~rlyyah , 1977. 
3. Nuq?at al-BTkar, Beirut,1979. 0ovel) 
4. Al-Azraq al-Qadim ma 'a al-RilJ, Beirut, Dar al- ' Afaq al­
JadJdah , 1980. (novel) 

Nuha Tabbara Hammud 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon in 1933. 
Education: B.A in Fine Arts , Lebanese American University 
Works: 
I . Rabl' BitaWurud, Beirut , Dar Maktabat al-Tul:ath al-Adabi, 
1992. (collection of short stories) 
2. Suhd wa Zilal , Beirut, Dar al-JadTd, 1996. (novel) 

Balqis al-Humani 
Born : Nabatieh, Lebanon. 
Education: 
Works: 
I. AI-La~1n al-AkhTr, Cairo, 1961. (collection of short stories) 
2. f-!ay al-Lija, Beirut, Manshliiat J:lamad, 1969. (novel) 
3. Sa'amurru 'A la al-A~zan , Beirut, Dar al-Ma'ai·if, 1975. 
(novel) 

Wisal Khalid ------­
Born: Beirut, Lebanon in 1943. 
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Education: "Licence" in Phi losophy and Psychol ogy, 
Faculty of Arts, Lebanese University and Masters in 
Philosophy from the Sorbonne University. 
Works: 
I . Tadhkarah li-Matahat al-Ghurbah , Beirut, Dar al-Afaq 
al-JadJdah, 1973. (collection of short stories) 
2. Dumu' al-Qamar, Beirut, Dar al -Afaq al-JadTdah, 1980. 
(novel) 

Hanan al-larudi ai-Sa 'id 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon. 
Education: B.A in English Literature, Lebanese American 
University. 
Works: 
I . Hadha Anla, Beirut, Dar al-Nahar lil-Nashr, 1975. 
(novel) 
2. La 'la ' BarTd ai-Shams, Beirut, Dar Zuhayr Ba 'albakl, 
1980. (novel) 
3. l stigh"a-that al-Fajr, Beirut, Dar Zuhayr Ba ' albakl, 1989. 
(novel) 
4. Man Anta, Beirut, Mu 'assasat al-Rl~anl, 1990. (novel) 

Nur Salman 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon . 
Education: B .A in Arabic Literature, Communication Arts, 
and Social Science and Education, Lebanese American 
University; M.A in Comparative Literature, American 
University of Beirut and Doctorate in Arabic Literature, 
Universite Saint Joseph . 
Works: 
l. FarJalJikat, Beirut, Dar al-Nashr lil Jami ' iyyin , 1961. 
(novel) 
2. 11a Rajullam Ya'ti, Beirut, Dar aT- ' Ilm lil-MalaYln, 1986. 
3. Al- 'ayn al-Ifamra', London , Dar Riya q al -Rayyis , 1991. 
4. Yabqa al-Baly.r wa al-Sama', Beirut, al-Maktabah al­
' A~rTyyah, n.d . (collection of short stories) 
5. AI-Fajr Ya 'shaqu al-f!ajar, Beirut, Mu ' assasat al­
Na~~al, 1994. (poetry) 
6. Lan U~fi 'a al-Wajd, Beirut, Dar Na~~al , 1997 . (poetry) 

Nuha Samarah 
Born: Tulkarm, Palestine, 1944. 
Ed ucation : 
Works: 
1. FT Mad/nat al-Mustanqa " Beirut, Manshurat Zuhayr 
Ba ' albakl, 1973 . 
2. A l-Tawilat 'Ashat Akthar min Amin, Beirut, Manshurat 
Zuhayr Ba 'albakl, 1981. 

Ghadah al-Samman 
Born: Damascus, Syria, 1942. 
Ed ucation : Licence in English Language, Syrian 
University, Masters in English Literature, American 
University of Beirut and Ph.D, University of Cairo. 
Works : 
l. 'Aynaka QarJart, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1962. (collection 

of short stories) 
2. La BaJy.r jl Bayriit, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah al­
Samman, 1963 . (collection of short stories) 
3. Layl al-Ghuraba' , Beirut, Dar al-Act"ab, 1966. (co llection 
of short stories) 
4. ljubb, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1973. 
5. Raly.Tl al-Marafi' al-QadTmah, Beirut, Dar al-Adab , 1973 . 
6. Bayriit 75, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1975. 
7. A'lantu 'Alayka (Lf-Ifubb , Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1976 . 
(poetry) 
8. Kawabls Bayrut, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1976. (novel) 
9. Zaman al-ljubb al-Akhar, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah al ­
Samman, 1978 . (collection of short stories) 
10. J'tiqa l Lahz:ah Haribah , Beirut, Man shurat Ghadah al­
Samma n, 1978 . (poetry) 
11. Al-Jasad ljaqtbat Safar, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah al­
Samma n, 1979 . (collection of short sto ries) 
12. Al-SibalJah fl Bul:tayrat al-Shay(an, Beirut, Manshurat 
Ghadah al-Samman , 1979. 
13 . Khatm al-Dhakirah bi al-Sham' al-Aly.mar, Beirut, 
Manshura t Ghadah al-S amman, 1979. 
14. Mu wafinah Mutalabbisah bi al-Qira'ah, Beirut, 
Manshurat Ghadah al-Samman, 1979. 
15. Al-Ragh!} Yanbu rJ ka al-Qalb , Beirut, Manshurat 
Ghadah al-Samman, 1980. 
16. $affarat lndhar Dakhil Ra 'st, Beirut, Manshurat 
Ghadah al-Samman, 1980. 
17. Kitabat Ghayr Multazimah, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samma n, 1980. 
18 . Al-fjubb min al- Wa rTd ita al- WarTd, Beirut, Man shurat 
Ghadah al-Samman, 1980. 
19. Al-QabTlah Tastajwib al-QatTLah, Beirut, Manshurat 
Ghadah al-Samman, 1981. 
20. Laylat al-Milyar, Beirut, Man shurat Ghadah al­
Samma n, 1986. (novel) 
21. Al-BaJy.r YuJy.akim Samakah, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samman, 1986. (novel) 
22. Ghurbah TaJy.ta al-:jifr, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
ai-Sam man, 1986. 
23. Ashhadu 'A ksa al-Rily., Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samma n, 1987. (poetry) 
24. Al-A'maq al-MuJy.tallah, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samman, 1987 . 
25. Tasakku ' Dakhil Ju;rh , Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samma n, 1988. 
26. Al-Taryiiq, Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah al-Samman, 
1991. (poetry) 
27. 'Ashiqah jl MiJy.barah , Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samman, 1995. (poetry) 
28. Shahwat al-Ajnihah , Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samman, 1995. 
29. Al-Qamar al-Murabba ', Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al -Samma n, 1996. (co llection of short stories) 
30. Rasa' il fjanTn ila al-YasamTn, Beirut, Manshurat 
Ghadah al-Samman , 1996. 
31. Al-Riwayah al-Mustaly.Tlah , Beirut, Manshurat Ghadah 
al-Samman, 1997 . (novel) 
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Muna Shatila 
Born: Beirut , Lebanon , 1957. 
Education: "Licence" III Social Sciences, Lebanese 
University. 
Works: 
l. /qa'at ala Dhanab Maykil , Beirut, Dar Maryam, 1990. 
(collection of short stories) 
2. Al-Kha'ibun, Beirut, Dar Kifabat, 1996. (novel) 

Hanan al-Shaykh 
Born: Beirut, Lebanon 1945. 
Education: Sophomore. 
Works : 
J. Intil}.ar Rajul Mayyit, Beirut, Dar al-Nahar, 1970. 
2. Faras ai-Shay tan, Beirut, Dar al-Nahar, 1975. 
3. fjikayat Zahrah, Beirut, 1980. 
4. Wardat al-Sa~ra', Beirut, al-Mu' assasah al-Jmni 'lyyah lil­
Dirasat wa al-Nashr wa ai-Tawil', 1982. (short sto ry) 
5. Misk al-Chazal, Beirut, Dar al-Adab, 1988. 
6. BarTd Bayrut, Cairo, Dar al-Hilal , 1992. 
7. Ukannisu ai-Shams 'An al-Su(u~, Beirut, Dar al-Aaab, 
1994. ( collection of short stories) 

Salwa Safi 
Born: 'Abadiyah, Lebanon, 1935. 
Education: Secondary Education . 
Works: 
I. Ijadlqat al-~ukhur, Beirut, Dar AI-Nahar lil-Nashr, 1966. 
(collection of short stories) 

Layla 'Usayran 
Born : Lebanon 1934. 
Education: B.A in Political Science, American University of 
Beirut 
Works : 
l. Lan Namut Chadan, Beirut, Dar al-TaIT'ah , 1960. 
2. Al-Ifiwar al-Akhras, Beirut, Dar al-1~II' ah, 1962. 
3. AI-MadTnah al-Farighah, Beirut, Dar al-l:Jayat, 1966. 
4. 'A~afo al-Fajr, Beirut, Dar al-'Awdah, 1968 . 
5. Khaf al-Aj'a, Beirut, Dar al-Fat~, 1968. 
6. Qal'at al-Usfa, Beirut, Dar al-Nahar, 1979. 
7. lisr al-Ifajar, Beirut, Dar al- 'Awdah, 1982. 
8. Al-Istira~ah, Beirut, Sharikat al-Ma~hu'at , 1984. 
9. Shara'it Mulawwanah min lfayatT, Beirut, Dar Riyaq al­
Rayyis , 1994. 
10. Ta 'ir min al-Qamar, Beirut, Dar al-Nahar lil-Nashr, 
1996. 

Ilham Mansur 
Born : Ras Ba ' albak, Lebanon , 1944. 
Education: Doctorate in Philosophy, Sorbonne University 
Works: 
J . Ila Hiba: STrah OIa, Beirut, Dar al-FarabT, 1991. (novel) 
2. Hiba jT Ri~lat al-lasad: STrah Thaniyah , Beirut, Dar 
Mukhtarat, 1994. (novel) 
3. ~awt ai-Nay aw Strat Makan, Beirut, Dar Mukhtarat, 
1995 . 
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Emily Nasrallah - --.---­
Born: Kfeir, Lebanon, 193 1. 
Education: B.A in Education, American University of 
Beirut. 
Works : 
I. Tuyur Aylul, Beirut , al-Mu'assasah al-AhITyyah, 1962. 
2. Shajarat al-Dufla, Beirut, Ma~ba 'a:t al-Najwa, 1968 . 
3. Al-Rahuwh, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal, 1968. 
4. laiTrat al-Wahm, Beirut, Bayt a l-l:Jikmah, 1973. 
(collection of short stories) 
5. Al-Bahirah, Beirut, Mu 'assasat Nawfal , 1977. 
6. ShadT al-~aghTr, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal, 1977. 
(children' s sto ry) 
7 . AI-Yunbii', Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal, 1978. (co llec tion 
of short stories) 
8. Tilka al-Dhikrayat, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal, 1980. 
(collection of short stories) 
9. AI-Iqla' 'Aks ai-Zaman, Beirut, Mu 'assasat Nawfal, 1981. 
10 . AI-Mar'ah iT 17 qissah, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal , 
1984. (collection of short sto ri es) 
1 1. AI-Ta~7unah al-pa 'i'ah , Beirut, Mu 'assasat Nawfal , 
1985. (collection of short stories) 
12. Nisa' Ra' idat min al-Sharq wa min al-Charb, Beirut, 
Mu ' assasat Nawfal , 1986. (a study in 2 volumes) 
13 . Khub zuna al-YawmT, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal , 1990. 
(collection of short stories) 

' 14. AI-lamr al-ChafT, Beirut, Mu'assasat Nawfal, 1995. 
(novel) 
15. Khutut al-Wahm al-Ra'i 'ah , Beirut, Mu 'assasat Nawfal , 
1995. 
16. MahaHat al-Ra~ill, Beirut, Mu ' assasat Nawfal, 1996. 
(co llection of short stories) 
17 . YawmTyyat Hirr , Beirut, Dar al-Kitab al- 'AlamT,1997. 
(collection of short stories) 
18. RawatlT al-Ayyam, Beirut, Dar al-Ibda', 1997. 

Nazik Saba Yarid 
Born: Jeru salem, Palestine in 1928 . 
Education: Licence in Philosophy from the University of 
Fu 'ad al-Awwal , Cairo and a Ph.D in Arabic Literature from 
the American University of Beirut. 
Works: 
I . Nuqrat al-Da' irah, Beirut, al-Fikr al-Lubnanl, 1983. 
(novel) 
2. AI-!jada al-Makhniiq , Beirut, Nawfal , 1986. (novel) 
3. Kana al-Ams Chadan, Beirut, Nawfal , 1988 . (novel) 
4. TaqasTm 'alaWatar pa'i ', Beirut, Nawfal, 1992. (novel) 

* The authors selected appear in two introductory studies to 
a Bibliography of Lebanese Women Writers Since 1960 
conducted by Dr. Samira Aghacy and Dr. Rachid al -Daif and 
published by the Institute for Women 's Studies in the Arab 
World, (JWSA W). Some names have been excluded where 
the informat ion is incomplete. 

35 


