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- Abdel Wahab A l-Afifi, Nadia and Abdel Hadi, Amal
eds.(1996) The Feminist Movement in the Arab  World:
Interventions and Studies from Four Countries (Egypt-
Palestine-Sudan-Tunisia) (Cairo: The New Woman’s
Research and Study Centre/Dar al-Mostaqbal al-Arabi).
- Abdo, Nahla (1987) Family, Women and Social Change
in the M iddle East: the Palestinian Case (Toronto:
Canadian Scholars’ Press).
- (1994)  “Nationalism and Feminism: Palestinian
Women and the Intifada – No Going Back?” in Valentine
Moghadadam ed., Gender and National Identity: Women
and Politics in Muslim Societies (London and New Jersey:
Zed Books).
- Abdul-Hadi, Rebab (1998) “Palestinian women’s
autonomous movement: Emergence, dynamics and chal-
lenges”  in Gender and Society 12(6).
- Abou-Habib, Lina (1997) Gender and Disability:
Women’s Experiences in the M iddle East. (UK and Ireland:
Oxfam Publications).
- Abu A li, Khadija (1975) Muqaddimat haw la al waqi’a al-
mar’a wa tajribatiha fi al-thawra al-Filastiniyya (Beirut:
General Union of Palestinian Women).
- Abu-Lughod, Lila ed.(1998a) Remaking Women:
Feminism and Modernity in the M iddle East (Princeton:
Princeton University Press).
- (1998b) “ Feminist Longings and Post-colonial
Conditions” , in Abu-Lughod ed., Remaking Women.
- (1998c) “ Feminism, Nationalism, Modernity”
an interview w ith Lila Abu-Lughod by Aysha Parla, ISIM
Newsletter 2, March.
- Afkhami, Mahnaz ed. (1995) Faith and Freedom:
Women’s Human Rights in the Muslim World (London
and New York: I. B.Tauris).
- Afkhami, Mahnaz and E. Friedl. eds. (1997) Muslim
Women and the Politics of Participation: Implementing the
Beijing Platform (New York: Syracuse University Press).

provide them w ith the chance of obtaining health assis-
tance , legal advice , as well as human contact; things
that are usually inaccessible for women in their situa-
tion .  Farideh Farhi, member of the editorial board of
the Iranian Journal of International Affairs, argues that
the West’s attitude , until very recently, towards Iran has
contributed to a stunted growth of communication and
information networks in Iran , w ithout disregarding
Iran’s wariness of cultural invasion as an additional fac-
tor. She explains that although Gulf 2000 , an Internet
project, offers a vital venue for information provision
and dialogue exchange , prevalent circumstances,
notably political in nature , deter further development of
discussions or action . Farhi also urges activists, who are
involved in advocating women’s rights, not to underplay
the power of religious governments or institutions, even
w ith the existence of an evolving process of moderniza-
tion .  

In the final chapter, Lamis A lshejni, from Yemen and a
volunteer for Women in Development Network at SID,
stresses that Arab women must take advantage of the
new information technologies in their struggle for
obtaining their rights and voicing their concerns.  She
elaborates that although Arab women have been
increasingly speaking of and advocating their rights, they
“remain silent on the Net. ”   The ‘silence’ is mostly linked
to the fact that Arab women tend to underestimate the
platform that the Net may offer them in forwarding their
cause. A lshejni, like Farideh Farhi, emphasizes that
women should not ignore religious discourse in their
advocacy endeavors, especially as religion is inherent to
Arab culture.  The Net, providing a multicultural and
multilingual space, could offer a freer medium for dis-
cussing the impact of religion on the status of Arab
women. On another level, A lshejni brings to our atten-
tion the high illiteracy rate amongst Arab women (at
62%) as a barrier to Internet usage. Nonetheless, she
portrays a more positive outlook for the future, noting
the shifting literacy rates for young Arab men and
women, the increasing Internet usage by Arab women
NGOs, and that the Arab world has recently reflected
one of the highest growth rates of Internet use in the
world.

Women@internet depicts the multitude of potentials
that can be realized through the use of ICTs.  Obstacles,
financial, technical and cultural, to acquiring and using
the new information technologies do exist.  Still, the
Internet is a medium that could strengthen women’s
movements across the world, furnishing the possibilities
for a positive change in the political and social spheres.
This alone is a compelling incentive to overpower preva-
lent barriers.

Nisa’ arabiyyat fi al-’ishriinat: hudouran wa haw iyya
(Arab Women in the 1920s: Changing Patterns of Life
and Identity). Papers presented at a conference in
May, 2001, by the Lebanese Association of Women
Researchers (Bahithat), Beirut, in co-operation w ith
the Women and Memory Forum, Cairo, and the
Center for Arab and M iddle East Studies at AUB.
Edited by Jean Said Makdisi, Nazek Yared, Nadia al
Cheikh, Nuha Bayoumi, and Watfa Hamadi. To be
published in February, 2003 by the Bahithat and the
Arab Cultural Center, Beirut.

The 1920s was a pivotal decade which saw important
changes in the Arab world. During this period the 
foundations of modernity in politics and economics, as
well as in social and artistic life, were laid down. The
conference examined the participation of women in the
creation of this modernity. Scholars from Egypt, Iraq,
Palestine, Tunisia, Algeria, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, and of course Syria and Lebanon, as well as
some who came from the United States and Europe,
gave papers on theoretical, historical, literary, and social
themes. The beginnings of Arab feminism, the partici-
pation of women in the various nationalist movements,
the entrance of women to stage and screen, the prob-
lems of women’s education, the changes in the legal
status of women that took place during this period - all
these and other questions were studied.

Zakirah lil-Mustaqbal, Maousou’at al-Katiba al-’Arabiyya.
(Memory for the Future: an Encyclopedia of Arab
Women Writers), a multi-volume work that covers the
last two decades of the 19th century up to the end of
the 20th century. The introduction surveys modern
Arabic women’s writing and raises questions concern-
ing women’s creativity. Ten essays explore women’s writ-
ing in specific countries or regions. A bio-bibliography
of individual writers contains 1,200 entries. There is also
an anthology of poems, short stories and extracts from
novels and autobiographies. Contributors include:
Emad Abu Ghazi, Radwa Ashour, Yumna al-Eid, Hoda
El-Sadda, Hatem al-Saqr, Soad al-Mane’, Iman al-Qadi,
Mohamad Barrada, Ferial Ghazoul, Sobhi Hadidi, Haidar
Ibrahim, Hasna Mekdashi, Amina Rachid.

Publishers: Nour (the Arab Women’s Publishing House)
with the Supreme Council of Culture, Cairo. Forthcoming
in summer 2003.

The Encyclopedia will also be on the Internet:
www.arabwomen-nour.org

Pre-publication Notices Bibliography:
Studies About/Published
by Women’s Movements
in the Arab Region
This bibliography is not complete. It is weak in Arabic and French
sources, and has nothing in other world languages.)

Women@internet comprises three parts, all dealing w ith
the various implications that relate to the empowerment
of women through the Internet.  The first part examines
the emergence of women’s activism and networking on
the Net. The authors explore the potentials that the
Internet may offer to women, w ithout ignoring the exist-
ing gender inequalities of access to the cyberworld.
Arturo Escobar, professor of Anthropology at the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, perceives grass-
roots activism, particularly that which is channeled
through the Internet, as eventually culminating into a
form of political resistance in the real world. Gillian
Youngs, a lecturer at the Center for Mass Communication
Research, University of Leicester, speaks of ‘cyberfemi-
nism’, for she sees the Internet as a magnetic arena,
bringing together women from across the world to share
their experiences and their visions for a better future.

The second part cites instances where women have been
using ICTs for global networking as an attempt to pro-
mote their rights.  A lice Mastrangelo G ittler, whose work
focuses heavily on the use of ICTs as a tool for both com-
munity-based and global NGO activism, views the 4th
World Conference on Women (Beijing 1995) as a main
impetus in launching cyber activism amongst women.
She reflects on the successes and weaknesses of the Net
in connecting women’s NGOs across the world.  Nidhi
Tandon, an economist and activist from East Africa,
shares her know ledge of the work of women’s groups in
Africa.  She provides examples of how these groups are
seeking ICTs as tools for change.  Edie Farwell, Peregrine
Wood, Maureen James and Karen Banks are members of
the Women’s Networking Support Program of the
Association for Progressive Communication (APC). The
APC Women’s Program, initiated in 1993, strives to limit
gender inequities relating to access to, and use of, ICTs
by women.  In this chapter, the authors demonstrate the
increasing usage of electronic tools by women, while
highlighting the fact that women in the North use
Internet tools much more extensively than women in the
South and Eastern Europe.  They further discuss the rea-
sons attributed to these regional differences, stressing
that they are primarily access-related rather than due to
women’s hesitation in embracing the new technological
tools.

The book’s last section projects the views of women
researchers and NGO activists, presenting case studies
from Asia , the Pacific, Latin America and the Arab
World .  Laura Agustin , whose work primarily focuses on
sex tourism and the migration of Latin American and
Caribbean women to Europe , illustrates how the new
ICTs can be resourceful survival mechanisms for these
women . Delivering ICTs to these groups of women may
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