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the prolonged oppression and terror has affected the
state of mind of the Palestinian inhabitants of Jenin.

Bitterness and grief are the prevailing feelings among the
majority of the population. Many have lost loved ones or
are still searching for victims and furniture among the
debris. A little girl, who does not seem to be much older
than twelve, tells her story but knows no fear. The ongo-
ing violence in her day-to-day life only nourishes her feel-
ings of hatred and the urge to take revenge. She tells
what she would do to Prime Minister Sharon if he visited
the camp and she shouts that the Palestinians will never
give up the struggle. They will keep on producing chil-
dren, who can continue the fight against injustice.

The sad question forces itself on the spectator. What will
become of a country, a people when its children are con-
fronted with war and violence from a very early age?

Banned in Israel, "Jenin Jenin" is dedicated to Iyad
Samudi, the producer of the film, who returned home to
Yamun after the shooting of the film was completed. On
June 23, as Israeli forces besieged Yamun, Samudi was
shot and killed as he was leaving a military-closed area
with three friends.
http://www.arabfilm.com/item/242/

Generation X-Saddam
Directed by Shelley Saywell

On the eve of the 2003 U.S. invasion, filmmaker Shelley
Saywell traveled to Iraq to film the lives of ordinary peo-
ple - especially young Iraqis - who were caught between
Saddam's tyranny and a devastated economy (for which
they blamed the West). 
Now, Saywell returns to find the people she met and
interviewed before the war. What happened to them?
Have they survived? Have their feelings about Saddam
and the U.S. changed, or remained the same? 

Traveling from Baghdad to Basra, across the severely dam-
aged country, Saywell visits the ruined university campus,
the back streets of Baghdad on night patrol, the blood
soaked cells of Abu Graib prison, and the mass graves
where mothers search for a scrap of familiar clothing. 

Surprisingly, Saywell finds all her protagonists. There are
surprises, some ironies, and we hear some things that
could not be told while Saddam was in power. 

But many anti-American feelings remain. Most pervasive
is the sense of desperate confusion, the constant worry
about what lies ahead in the dangerous, chaotic life
under occupation.
http://www.frif.com/new2003/genx.html

“No woman is exempt from violence and exploitation.
During conflict women and girls are attacked because
they are related to political adversaries, because they are
political leaders themselves, or simply because they were
at home when the soldiers arrived. … During conflict,
women and girls experience violence at the hands of
many others besides armed group. Women are physical-
ly and economically forced or left with little choice but to
become sex workers or to exchange sex for food, shelter,
safe passage or other needs; their bodies become part of
a barter system, a form of exchange that buys the neces-
sities of life … Police and other civilian officials often take
advantage of women’s powerlessness even when they
are in custody. Women have been raped and tortured as
a form of interrogation.” ( Elisabeth Rehn and Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf, Women, War and Peace: The
Independent Experts’ Assessment on the Impact of
Armed Conflict on Women and Women’s Role in Peace-
building, p.11). 

“On our way back, my friend was telling me how our
shared friend Salwa, who is also a gynecologist, helped
women to give birth on the phones, the women were in
labor while she was giving them directions over the
phones on what to do. One of the women was scream-
ing in a hysterical way when she asked her to cut her
baby's cord, she was afraid to hurt him, but she calmed
her down.” (Testimony, Islah Jad, Palestine).

“And yet Palestinian women continue to have babies. Is
that a political choice? At the centre of most women's
lives are the children. Soha, a nursing student, breaks
down and cries in her home in Aida Camp when a rock-
et whizzes through her kitchen window at supper-time
and out through the facing wall into the mercifully empty
bedroom. Her mother tells her to buck up and not scare
the children. It is sobering to note that the first Palestinian
woman to make the political decision to become a
human bomb was a nurse, caring daily for children
injured or maimed by Israeli bullets. In between these two
extremes - the giving and the giving up of life, hundreds
of thousands of women go about their business as best
they can.” ( Ahdaf Soueif, The Guardian, March 13,
2003).

“Gendercide … the deliberate extermination of persons
of a particular sex (or gender). Gendercide is a sex-neu-
tral term, in that the victims may be either male or
female. There is a need for such a sex-neutral term, since
sexually discriminatory killing is just as wrong when the
victims happen to be male. The term also calls attention
to the fact that gender roles have often had lethal con-
sequences, and that these are in important respects anal-

ogous to the lethal consequences of racial, religious, and
class prejudice.” (http://gendercide.org/what_is_gender-
cide.html).

“The main regret I have about how I dealt with the war
was about my children. I seemed to have put upon them
my own feelings of being challenged by this war, or even
perhaps excited by it, and did not fully consider whether
they felt this way. I didn’t consider if I were coping with
some things as an adult that they did not have the abili-
ty to cope with them as children. I think we did not give
them the opportunity to express fully, openly and hon-
estly, what they felt. We just assumed they were doing all
right. If someone asked me again would I knowingly put
my children through this again, I would say resoundingly
‘No.’ This is one of the big scars of the war” ( Lamia
Rustum Shehadeh (ed.), Women and War in Lebanon, p.
239).

"Salma M. [forty-nine-year-old] described what hap-
pened after the men forced her into the car: “They made
me put my head down between my legs … [Then they
took me into a building where] they were hitting me on
the head and arms … They raped me, in many, many
ways … When I came home my appearance was so bad
… They burned my legs with cigarettes.  They bit me, on
my shoulders and arms.  All of them raped me, there
were five or six more than the four who kidnapped me,
there were ten of them total and I was raped by all of ten
of them." … Salma M. told Human Rights Watch that
she fears the perpetrators will return …" (Human Rights
Watch Report, July 2003, retrieved from:
[hrw.org/reports/2003/iraq0703/1.htm).

“Women from all areas rushed out to take on a public
political function, throwing themselves between soldiers
and the young men they were trying to seize.  One day in
… a poor village within a small city, women wielding pots
and pans attacked a patrol of soldiers in order to release a
youth being arrested.  On another occasion a man in his
early twenties was being beaten by soldiers … A woman
rushed up with her baby in her arms and began shouting
at the man, "I told you not to leave the house today, that
the situation is too dangerous.  But you didn't listen; you
never listen to me!"  She turned in disgust to the soldiers
and, telling them to beat him, cried, "I am sick of you and
your baby; take him and leave me alone," pushed the
baby into the young man's arms, and ran away.  The con-
fused soldiers soon left the scene.  In a few minutes the
woman reappeared, retrieved her child, and wished the
young man safety and a quick recovery.  They were total
strangers.  …” (Suha Sabbagh, Palestinian Women of
Gaza and the West Bank, 1998, p.65-66).
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Announcement
NEH Summer Institute on
Contemporary Islam
We invite all interested college and university teachers,
from all disciplines, to apply for the NEH Summer Institute
on Diversity and Debates in Contemporary Islam, to be
held at Colorado College,  Colorado Springs, CO, June 21
to July 30, 2004. Through discussions,  readings, lectures,
and film, we will explore the diversity of Muslims social,
religious, and intellectual lives around the world. We will
bring to Colorado Springs leading scholars of Islam in the
Middle East, Asia, Europe and North America, from his-
tory, anthropology, and religious studies. No specific prior
knowledge or expertise is required. Contact John R.
Bowen via email.
John R. Bowen
Box 1112, Washington University
1 Brookings Drive
St. Louis MO 63130
Phone: 314/935-5680
Email: jbowen@wustl.edu

Jenin Jenin
Directed by Mohamed Bakri

‘Where is God,' an elderly man desperately wonders
when surveying the debris in the Palestinian refugee
camp Jenin.

The film, directed and co-produced by Palestinian actor
and director Mohammed Bakri, includes testimony from
Jenin residents after the Israeli army's Defensive Wall
operation, during which the city and camp were the
scenes of fierce fighting. The operation ended with Jenin
flattened and scores of Palestinians dead. Palestinians as
well as numerous human rights groups accused Israel of
committing war crimes in the April 2002 attack on the
refugee camp. "Jenin Jenin" shows the extent to which


